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T have laid the Foundation, and another buildeth 
thereon , but let every Man take heed how he 


buildeth thereupon : 1 Cor. 3. T0. 
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Nemo fibi tantum errat, ſed alien Erroris Cauſa, 
& Autor eſt. Sen. de vit. beat. 

Nimis perverse ſeipſum amat qui alios vult errare, 
ut Error ſuus lateat, Aug. 
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in, and the Deliverer come out of Sjon, 
and hath turned Ungodlineſs from Fa- 
cob. when all the Diverſities of Dofrines ſhall ceaſe, 
and the Dofirine of the Goſpel be taught in its Perfefi- 
on, Purity and Simplicity; thereupon through the 
more plentiful pourings forth of the Spirit, a perfeft U« 
| aty of Mind, Tudgment and Prattice,in eſpecial in the 
| Worſhip of God among Saints, and that no ſmall 
| | part of the Glory and Happineſs of the Church ſhall 
conſiſt therein, theſe Scriptures - 
(with divers others of a like import) Hic Fluvius eſt 
do fully declave, Rev. 22. 1. Zeph- uberrima+ Do» 
3.9. Zech.14.9.Unto which State, Gtrina Chriſti 3 
when the Church is arrived, ſhe Bright. in loco. 
ſhall receive that Approbatory and 
Commendatory Eulogium from Chriſt”s own Mouth, 
Cant. 6. 8. My Dove, my Undetiled is but One, 
ſhe is the only One of her Mother, ſhe is the _ 
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Hat there is a Time coming, viz, When 
the Fulneſs of the Gentiles ſhall be come 
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of her that bear her: Then the Daughters ſhall 
ſee her, and bleſs. her 3 the Queens and Concu- 
bines ſhall behAd her, and praiſe her : Then ſhall 
ſhe be Ephziba, the King ſhall greatly delight in 
her Beauty : Then ſhall ſhe be called Beulah, as vis 
fibly appearing in her Marriage-Union with Chriſt, 
But alas ! how far anth the Church at preſent fall 
ſhort of this Glory and Happineſs ? What Diverſity 
of Doc:rines ? rohat Variety of Opinions and Prafite 
ces ariſing therefrom are there ? Surcly for the Divi- 
fions of Keen | of Zion |, therc are, and cannot but 
be great Thougnts (and thoſe ſorrowful ones too) of 
Heart, in ail that ave true and legitimate Children. 
Neither in theſe preſent Diverſities of Dofrine, 


Fudgments and Prafiices found in the Church, ( ſome: 


of which muſt 1:ec:ſſarily be erronions, if not heretical ) 
leſs matter of Sorroro and Grief then her future Uni- 
ty is matter of Joy and Rejoycing. . And therefore 


tet all that wiſh wel! unto Zion ſay, For Zion's ſake. 


will 'I not hold my Peace 3 for Jernſalem's fake 
will I not reſi, till the Righteouſneſs thereof go 
forth as Brightneſs, and the Salvation thercof as a 
burning Lamp 3 that there may be one Lord, and 
his Name one throughout all the Earth. *Tis in« 
deed no wonder that Errours and Herefies do abound 
among thoſe whe only have the Form, but want the 
Power of Godlineſs \ eſpecially thoſe whom God ( as 
an effedt of bis Wrath and Diſpleaſure ) hath ſent 


ſtrong Delufions + and conſequently while there are 


ſuch in the Churches of Chriſt, and mingled with his 
Saints, that there are Errors and Hereſies in and a= 
mong them. There mutt be Hereſfies ( ſaith the 
Apoſtle, ſpeaking to the Church at Corinth ) among 
you, that 0; Suu, 

Thoſe 
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Thoſe that are allowed and approved, viz. by 
Chriſt, may be manifeſt, 1 Cor. 13. 19. But that 
there ſhmild 'be ſuch an abounding of Errors, and 
theſe ſome of them bordering upon and coming very 
aigh unto Herefies, not only among,but in, and tenaci- 
ouſly beld by thoſe who have the ſame Faith in, and 
Love to our Lord Chriſt, and for whom be hath made 
ſuch Proviſion for their Knowledg of .and Guidance in- 
to Truth as he hath done, is a like matter of Admira- 
tion as of Lamentation , whence this ſhould come to paſs 
is worthy of our moſt ſerious Inquiry. Some Satis- 
faftion whereunto may be received from the former «f 
the enſuing Diſcourſes , but yet a further Inquiry 
may ariſe, with an eſpecial reſpe& unto» thoſe we now 
ſpeak of ( at leaſt ſome of them ) viz. ſuch, who not 
only have the old Man crucified, and thereby the Body 
of Sin deftrcyed, in common with all other Saints, but 
do walk, in a peculiar exafineſs of Obedience to the 
whole Will of Chriſt, fo far as known by them : and 
conſequently who cannot be ſuppoſed to be left of God, 
nor given up to the Power of Satan, to be ſeduced and 
influenced by him to the imbracement, or tenacious 
holding of Errour, eſpecially ſuch who have competent 
Parts and Abilities, rendring them capable of diſcer- 
ning between Truth and Error, 

Now the Enquiry is, Whence it ſhould come to paſs 
that ſuch as theſe ſhould yet take up and embrace Er- 
rors, ( yea, and that ſome that are very plain and pal- 
pably ſo) and having once taken up and embraced them, 
ſhould be ſo tenacious of them, as ſometimes they are 


. found to be, Can it be ſuppoſed, that that corrupt Prin- 


ciple or Inclination unto Error connatural unto Men, as 
fallen, ſhould retain and keep up its vigor and ſtrength, 
ſo as to have any confiderable Influence upon ſuch Men's 
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Embracement of Error ? or can they be ſuppoſed to be 
fo far under _—_— of Self-Love, as by that to be 
rendered ſo tendious of it, when embraced by them ? 
Can theſe particular Lufts retain their Force and Vi- 
gor, when all other Luſts are in a good meaſure mor- 
tified and ſubdued ? 

For Satisfafion herennto, I (hall not at preſent in- 


fiſt on the low degree of Mortification, that the Genera- + 


lity of fincere Chriſtians ds attain unto, and conſequent= 
ly the Strength that inherent Luſt ( tho greatly ener- 
vated and weakened by renewing Grace ) yet retains in 
them ; nor the variety of Biaſſes that good Men may 
Iye under to particular Errours nor yet the Soveraign 


Pleaſure of God in concealing particular Truths from 


ſame of his choiceſt Servants. There are three things 
that have no little Intereſt in ſuch Men's embracing and 
tenacious holding of Error. We may call them the 
deficient Cauſes of thoſe Evils, 

I. Either ſome Error or Miſtake about God, as 
dwelling in Feſius Chriſt, or the want of preſerving in 
their Hearts a continual due ſenſe of what is known 
of bim. The meow 4ev3s, the firſt Error, making 
way for all others, oftentimes reſpets God himſelf : 


 eventhoſe who do truly know, and are known of God, 


yet may and do greatly err and miſtake about him, and 
in eſpecial as to our preſent purpoſe about his Holineſs 
and Fealouſy proceeding therefrom, reſpeive to his 
own People ; or, ſuppoſe they are right in their Notions, 
yet they do not preſerve an abiding due ſenſe of what 
they know of him upon their Hearts, Had but Chri- 
ftians thoſe awakening words of Joſhua, Joſh. 24-19, 
Ye cannot ſerve the Lord ; for he is an holy God: 
he is a jealous God, he will not forgive your 
Tranſgreiſions, nor your Sins. Not only he will 
not 
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not forgive your Tranſpreſlions, your Rebellions and 
more groſs Evils, but he will not forgive your Sins; 
your Errors or Miſtakes, and Miſ#grriages ariſing 
from them, tho of an inferiour Nature. IT ſay, had 
but Chriſtians theſe Words always ſounding in.their 
Ears, with a due ſenſe of their Importance upon their 


. Hearts, as Jerome had his, Surge & veni in Judici» 


um 3 which added to the former, would make them more 
efficacious, they would be more wary of imbracing 
any Error, and more ready to relinquiſh it when de- 
zefted, than too commonly they are. Chriſtians do not 
ſtudy and labour to acquaint themſelves with the infl- 
nite Holineſs and Fealouſy of God, get and keep a due 
ſenſe thereof upon their Hearts, as they ought to doe, 
To ſtudy and weigh Dofirines and Praftices, whether 
only propoſed, or afiually embraced, with a right Ap- 
prehenſion of the infinite Holineſs and Fealouſy of God 
in theMind, and a due ſenſe of the one and the other up- 


. on the Heart, would prevent the Embracement of many 


Errors when propoſed, and produce the Relinquiſhment 
of others, when aftually taken up and embraced, 

And here let me warn all to take heed of judging 
of the Holineſs and Fealouſy of God, reſpe&iive to his 
own People, in eſpecial reſpefive to themſelves, by 
ſenſe. *Tis not ſafe judging of any of the Attributes 
and Perfe&ions of God by ſenſe, which yet Chrijtians 
are too apt to do: and hence not ſenſibly feeling or 
diſcerning of any of the Effefts of them, in and upon, 
or with reference to themſelves, they either entertain 
Miſtakes about, or elſe have not a due Senſe of what 
they have the right Notion of, upon their Hearts, Our 
Hearts are too commonly affefed with what we know 
of God, according as it is verified in ſutable Effeis 
upon, or with reference to our ſelves > when as God 
A 4 may 


The Preface 


may and often doth manifeſt and-verify bis Attributes 
in Effects that are very ſecret and hidden, at leaſt that 
fall not in, nor,, correſpond with our Expeciations on 
Suppoſuions 3 and when they are ſo, they are ſometimes 
of maſt dreadful Conſequence unto Men. Thus God 
may exert and verify his holy Fealouſy in ſuffering 
Men to fall into, and tenaciouſly hold an Error, the 
Embracement and holding of which is of very dange- 
rous Conſequenee to them, when yet they perceive it not : 
and therefore let us judg of the Holineſs and Fealouſy 
of God not by Senſe,but by Faith, according to the Reve- 
lations he hath made thereof in bis Word : and anſwe- 
rably ſearch the Scriptures, weigh all Dofirines and 
Praftices, whether only propoſed, or afinally embraced, 
with a due Sence. holy Awe and Dread of the Holineſs 
and Fealouſy of God upon our Hearts. 

2. The low Enjoyment that Chriſtians generally 
have of the Communion of the Spirit, 'Tis one of the 
glorious Priviledges that our Lord Chriſt hath purcha- 
ſed, and ſtill intercedes for, on the behalf of his People ; 
and "tis prayed for by the Apoſtle primarily on the be- 
half of the Corinthians,and ſecundarily of all Saints 
2 Cor. 13+ 14. yet it is not attained unto and enjoyed, 
but in a lower degree, by moſt of thoſe in whoſe Hearts 
be babitmally dwells, whereby the Life of Grace is main- 
rained in them, Chriſtians through their Carnality 
and Senſuality, want of ating their Faith on Feſus 
Chriſt for the Spirit, and;boly Dependance on him for 
this Communion,or through one Miſcarriage or another, 
greatly deprive themſelves of this Priviledg, And 
pardon me, tho T ſay (not to exempt any ) it is well if 
thoſe who unadviſedly decry the Fewiſh Church as a 
Carnal Church, are not themſelves found not much ex- 
ceeding them in Spirituality, at leaſt ſo many of them 
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in moſt Ages, as might juſtly give to the whole the De- 
nomination of a Spiritual Church, Alas ! we are all 
too carnal. This is certain, the more Sgiritual any are, 
the more of this Communion of the Spirit they have ; 
and the more of this Communion they have, the greater 
is their Security from Error, and anſwerably ordinarily 
the more free they are from it, One of the great Ends of 
our Lord Chriſt in purchaſing and leaving the Spirit 
with his Church,was its Guidance into, and Eſftabliſh- 
ment in all Trath. Had we but the Communion of the 
Spirit in that Fulneſs attainable even in this Life, no 
ſooner ſhould we turn to the Right hand or tothe Left, 
but we ſhould ( as the Prophet ſpeaks) hear a Word 
(and that made effeciual  ) behind us, ſaying, This 
is the Way, walk in it. He would. not only efftu- 
ally reſtrain thoſe corrupt Principles within,inclining us 
to Error, and cauſing our tenacious holding thereof, 
and afiuate that Principle of Love to Truth, and Self- 
Denial rorought in Regeneration, but would enlighten 
our Minds in, and ſubdue 'our Hearts unto an Em. 
bracement of Truth, and conſequently to a ready Re- 
linquiſhment of Error, how contrary unto ſelf ſoever 
the one and the other may be. 

3, Chriſtians ignorance of, and unacquaintedneſs 
with themſelves, in eſpecial as to their Proclivity unto 
Error,and exceſs of Self-Love, with the various Influ- 
ences it hath upon their Minds, may be aſſigned as a- 
nother Cauſe concarring to the Evils before mentioned, 
Errorex co c{t homini quod tibi eſt incognitus. 
They ſee not, nor are ſenſible of theſe Evils in them- 
ſelves, and hence neither apply themſelves to that vigo- 
rous Mortification of them, nor ſo diligently watch a- 
gainſt their Production of the evil Effects under conſi- 
deration as they ought to do, Andthis may be _—_ 

that 
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that many, if not moſt Chriſtians, feem leſs apprehenſwe 
of their danger, in reſpec of theſe Evils, than of moſt 
others that origi®al Concupiſcence manifeſts it ſelf in. 
The former of them is not ſo uſually taken notice of, 
and inſiſted upon by thoſe who have Iaboured in the 
Diſcovery of the dreadful Corruption and Depravation 
of human Nature through the Fall of Man, as moſt 
other Evils flowing therefrom are. Hence Chriſtians 
generally are not ſo apprehenſive of the Infe&ion of 
their Natures with this Evil, nor of the Evil and Sins 
fulneſs of it, as they are of others; neither do the in- 
ward workings of theſe Evils, make ſuch ſenſible Im- 
preſſions upon the Mind, as the I, orkings of many 0-= 
thers do, yea, as the former carries an Appearance of 
the Fruit of the Spirit, whence many take a ſtrong In- 
clination after new Notions and ſtrange Dofrines to 
be the Efforts of Love unto Truth; ſo the latter ſhrouds 
it ſelf under the Notion of an inſeparable Adjun@, or 
eſſential Property of humane Nature, Did but Chri- 
ftians know and conſider their own Propenſity unto Ey- 
ror, and were more apprehenſive of the Influence Self- 
Love may have upon them, they would be more cauti- 
os of what Dottrines they embrace, and more jealous 
over themſelves, leſt it ſhould be Error that they have 
embraced inſtead of Truth,and conſequently more willing 
to attend to Light offered unto them, Hence it would 
be of ſingular Uſe unto Chriſtians to hearken to that 
Advice, tho given by an Heathen, vo. SecuTov, This 
T ſhall ſay, would but all that love onr Lord Chriſt in 
Sincerity, throughly acquaint themſelves with the infi- 
nite Holineſs of God, and bis holy Fealonſy ; yea, and 
that with reference to his own People proceeding there- 
rom, and endegvour to recover their loſt Communion 
with the Holy-Ghoft, and as apprehenſive and ſenſible 
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enſive | of their own Propenſity unto Error, with the Advan. 


tage it receives as to its holding the Mind in Captivi- 


| 


ty toit, from the evil Influences of th&@Remainders of 
Self-Love in them, and apply themſelves in an holy 
Awve and Dread of God, and Reliance upon our Lord 
Chriſt for the Teachings of his Spirit, to the ſtudy and 
ſearch of the Scriptures, taking in the benefit of thoſe 
Helps and Advantages afforded to them for the diſtin- 
guiſhing Truth from Error, and all with an holy Re- 
ſolution to comply with Truth, and relinquiſh Error,as 
the one and the other is diſcovered to them , withall, 
communicating the Light received each unto other with 
a Spirit of Meekneſ7;they would ar- 
rive to a greater Unity of Mind, 
Fud ment and Practice, and there- 


Deus non fins 
gulis ſcorſum 


by retreive the Glory of the Church . 


with that holy DoGrine *tis built 
upon, now greatly obſcured from the 
Eyes of Men through the ſad Diver- 
fity of Doftrines, Opinions, and 
Practices too viſible among Chriſti- 
ans. In fubſervency to this bleſſed 
End, I have in the enſuing Diſ- 
courſe endeavoured to repreſent Chri- 
ftigns to themſelves, and (hew them 
the danger they are in of taking up 


largiter Spirj- 
tum ſed pro 
oratie menſu- 
12 cuiqz diftri- 
buit, ut Ecclc- 
{1x membra vi- 
ciihm inter fc 
communicans 
do unitatem 
tovcant. Cal. 


and embracing Error , and having once embraced it,of 
their tenaciouſly bolding of it under a Notion of Truth 3 
not having had a ſole reſpe& to Chriſtians of any one 
Perſwaſion, the things therein offered ( T hope ) may 
be-of ſome Uſe unto all, For beſides the Uſe they may 
be of in thoſe Reſpefts pointed at in the Application, e- 
ſpecially conſidering the Times we are fallen into, and 
the Circumſtances we are under, to be awakened 4 - 
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holy Fealouſy of themſelves, and thereupon review thei? 

* own Principles andPractices with the Scriptures they 

are bottomed ugdn, will be prejudicial unto none, Tet 

fhall T not deny but that T have a peculiar reſpe@ to our 
Opponents in that Controverſie relating to the Cove-. 
nant-Intereſt and Baptiſm of the Infant-Seed of Belie- 

vers, that ( if the Lord will ) their Minds may be 

prepared for a ſerious Attention to, and through weigh- 

ing of what is offered in thoſe few Sheets added in the 

cloſe, to evince that the Covenant of Circumciſion is in= 

deed the Covenant of Grace , which would they but 

proceed in the Method before declared ( ſo full and de- 

monſtrative is the Evidence given thereunto throughout 

the whole Scriptures ) ſure they could not but comply 

with, and conſequently that long Controverſy depending 

between them and us would haſten to a Period, it being 

at leaſt by many, and thoſe among the chief on either 

fide, agreed, that the main Hinge of that Controverſy 

doth turn upon that Cevenant. Could they prove that 

that Covenant was the old Covenant, it muſt be gran- 

zed, that the ground we lay to Infants Covenant-Inte- 

reſt and Baptiſm therein muſt needs fall, and conſequent= 

ly the Claim we bottom thereupon muſt be acknowled- 

ged to be vain: So,on the other hand, were they fully 

convinced that that Covenant is indeed the Covenant of 
Grace, they muſt acknowledg our Claim to be juſt : 

fo much ſome of them have acknowledged, See 

Dr, Winter of Infant Baptiſm. 

It is poſſible indeed that ſome nay grant this C9o- 
venant to be the Covenant of Grace, and yet deny the 
Covenant-Intereſt and Baptiſm of the Infant-Seed of 
Believers, and that upon this Suppoſition, viz. That 
Infants are not Abraham's Seed : But that Plea will 
ſoon appear exceeding inſignificant, ſeeing that by the 


Promiſe 
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Promiſe its being extended to them,they are conſtituted 
bis Seed, Abraham's Seed in their Generations, 
conſtitutes but one Seed, the Text is plain Gen.17.7. 
Seed in their Generations, in the former part of the 
Verſe, is expreſſ*d by that ſingle Term | Seed | in the 
latter. And vefides, could it be proved ( wvich it can 
never. be that they could not according to Scripture- 
warrant, be accounted Abraham's Seed ; yet ſo long 
as the Promiſe runs ts Abraham's Seed in their Ge- 
nerations, their Covenant-Intereſt and Baptiſm will 
ftand firm. Hence to deny them 10 be Abraham's 
Seed, and on that ground to deny their Covenant- Inte- 
reſt and Baptiſm, will come to all one, as to deny their 
Covenant-Intereft and Baptiſm abſolutely without any 
reſpeft to that Swppoſition 3 ſeeing the ſame Arguments 
that prove their Covenant-Intereſt, proves them to he 
Abraham's Seed, at leaſt we are no way prejudiced by 
a denial that they are ſo. And this I add, to ſhew 
what will be expected from any that ſhall attempt to 
invalidate our Claim to their Covenant- Intereſt and 
Baptiſm, by that Suppoſition they muſt anſwer all our 
Arguments, and prove them unconcerned in the Cave- 
nant from other Topicks , otherwiſe whatſoever they 
ſhall ſay will fignify nothing unto us. 

But not to detain the Reader any longer,any Apolo- 
gy for the Publication of the enſuing Diſcourſes, whe- 
ther in regard of the matters and things treated of in 
them, the ſeaſon of their coming abroad, or their mean- 
neſs and plainneſs, I conceive is either unneceſſary, or 
will: be but of little uſe, at leaſt with reference to the 
end deſigned. 

Only this may be ſaid, The things treated of are 
weighty 3 the general Deſign of the former is to convince 
Chriſtians of a Poſſibility,that they may take hold of ,an« 

hold 
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hold faſt Deceit and Error under a Notion of Truth, 
yea, that they are prone ſo to do, and this not only in 
matters of F Fith and Religions Obſervance, but in 
matters of Praftice in the ordinary courſe of - their 
Lives and Converſations, and that to the ſubjeing 
themſclues to Divine Diſpleaſure, and thoſe Fudg- 
ments that ſeem impendent, thereby to awaken them 
20 an holy Fealouſy, leſt they ſhould have ſo done. 
The deſign of the latter, is to eſtabliſh and ſecure one of 
thoſe great Truths included in the Faith once delive= 
red to the Saints, wherein their Comfort is not a 
little concerned. And ſurely the nature and import 
of theſe Deſigns, ſecures their Purſuance from a charge 
of Unſeaſonableneſs, be the Times or State of Affairs 
what they will ; yea, the Evil of the Days, with the 
Circumſtances we are under, makes it more eſpecially 
neceſſary 3 yet did I know of any thing extant of the 
Same Import with the former of theſe Diſcourſes, it 
| had probably been as an untimely Birth that ſees not 
the Sun, As for their meanneſs and plainneſs, 1 
ſhall only ſay, that as to the former, it is but an Abs 
ftrat of ſome few Sermons preached to a plain Con= 
gregation, who rather deſire that their Souls ſhould be 
fed with the fincere Milk of the Word, than their 
Fancies gratified with the words of Man's Wiſdom : 
and poſſibly the Sence may ſometimes ſeem ſomewhat 
obſcure, and the Sentence leſs coherent, through the Ab- 
breviations made, than otherwiſe they would have been, 
And befides, I bave had all along conſiderable reſpe@ to 
the preſent Times : they ſeem to dire that Injun- 
tlign, Exod. 33.5. given to the People of Ifracl, 
to our ſelves and "tis applicable to Parents with re- 
ference to their Children, the Fruit 
of their Bodies, as well as to them 
«ſelves; and ;it may not wunfitly 
. be 


Libri quaſi li- 
bert, 


to the Reader. 


be applied to Authors, with reference to their 
Books, the Pruit of their Minds, Hence T have 
been ſo far from ſearching after whit might ( at 
leaft to ſome_) ſeem ornamental.that I have again and 
again laid afide what was in my hand, And as for 
#he latter, it deſigned the Eſtabliſhment of a particu- 
lar Truth, required Scripture-Evidence with ſolid 
Solutions of the Objedions and Argumentations it was 
attached by ( wherein the Reader ( I hope ) will 
find it not wanting) rather than Rhetorical F louriſhes 
or humane Authorities, which might have been multi- 
plied in great abundanec, it having had from firſt to 
laſt the Suffrage of almoſt the whole Univerſal Church. 
Neither am IT out of hope, but that for the future 
our Opponents themſelves will be of the ſame Mind 
and fudgment, at leaſt that the Author, whoſe Di- 
ſeourſe occaſioned theſe few Sheets, will be ſo , having 
this hope concerning} him, that however, through one 


means or another, his Underſtanding hath been biaſſed 


and bribed to a taking bold of Deceit, yet the tender. 


neſs of his Conſcience will not admit of a Defilement 
through the tenacious holding of it, And the Truth 
is, the Miſtake on bis part is ſo palpable, and the oppos 
fite Truth ſo evident and plain throughout the whole 
Scriptures, that it is pitty it ſhould be eſpouſed, at 
leaſt tenaciouſly held by any but thoſe among whom it 
bad its Riſe, viz. thoſe whom God hath ſent ſlrong 
Delufuons, 

I ſhall only add, That to me there is ſo great a 
Probability,to ſay no more, that the Via's of the Wrath 
of (04 are pouring, yea, are far poured out upon the 
Artichriſtian Kingdom, and conſequently that the 
Witreſſ-: are on the riſmg hand, that T cannot but 
bnpe the day is now haſtening when the $1111 ſhall be 
more plentifully poured forth trom on high, as the 


iſe 


The Preface, e+:. | 


iſſue whereof, all Conteſts of this nature ſhall ceaſe'> 
all fincere Saints being by him led into all Truth; and 
all that love*and make a Lie, having their Place 
without. In the mean time,let Brotherly Love continue, 
with mutual Endeavours to ſubſerve each other in the 
Knowledg of, and Eftabliſhment in the Truth, and ſo 
edify one another in Faith and Holineſs, that we + 
may be all found of our Lord Chrift ( who is one's 
as well as anothers, ) in Peace, without Spot and 
blameleſs, 


Reader, 


Thine in the Service 


of the Goſpel 3 
7. Whiſton. 
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Jer. 8.5. 
They hold faſt Deceit ; they refuſe to 


rerurn. 


Hat God hath con-created with, of im- 
planted in the natures of the very Brutes, 
certain Qualities or Powers, whence they 
both can and do act, in a ſubſerviency 

to their own Welfare and Well-beings, and that 
both negatively and poſitively 3 and that he hath 
not dealc worſe with Man, yea that he hath dealc 
better with him, hath taught him more than the 
Beaſts of the Field, and made bim wiſer than the Fowls 
of H-aven, is obvious both to Reaſon, Senſe and 
Experience, and is often taken notice of, and 
improved by the Pen-men of the Scriptures 3 and 
among the rcſt by our Prophet, and that for this 
end and purpoſe, viz. that he might the more cf= 
fecually convince the Jews of their Folly and Stu- 
pidity, as well as Impiety, in refuting, notwith- 
tianding all che means uſed to bring, them there- 
unto, tv return unto God, from whom they had 


at that time ſorely backſlidJen : rhe Qualities and - 


Powers of the brute Creatures, with their way of 
aQing therefrom, with reference to their own 
Good, he takes notice of in the enſuing Context, 
thus ver. 7, The Stork in the Heavens knoweth bis ap- 

B | pointed 


idden back, by s perpetual Back:ſliding ? Implying 
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pointed times, and the Turtle, and the Crane, and the 
Swallow, obſerye the time of their coming, As theſe 
Creatures have a natural Sagacity or Inllinct, 
whereby they know what Countries or Places at 
this or that time are moſt commodious for them ; 
ſo they a& anſwerably in continuing in, or re- 
moving ftom them 3 but faith the Prophet, My 
People know not the Fudgment of the Lord, The en- 
dowments of Men, and how they improve them, 
in matters relating to the Welfare of the Body or 
outward Man » the Prophet, or rather the Lord 
by the Prophet, takes notice of in the Vexſe imme- 
diately preceding our Text 3 Shall they fall, end not 
ariſe ? Shall be turn away, and not return ? that is, 
will a Man k<civg fallen to the Ground, or- tn the 
Mire, not ariſe again ? Surely no. ., Men may fall, 
but they will not lie and periſh, they will imme- 
diately ariſe again 3 Shall he (a change of the Per- 
ſon, but not of the Sence) tern away,and not return? 
that is, will a Man, being gone out of his right 
Path, not return ? Men, tho they may,through one 
means or another, turn, or be turned out of their 
right Path, yet will upon the diſcovery thereof, 
return again, Now the Conlideration hereot the 
Prophet improves for the End before mentioned 3 
viz. to convince the Jews'of their Folly and Stu- 
pidity, as well as Impiety, in pecrtifting in their 
Backſlidings, notwithſtanding the diſcoveries 
made, and dreadtul Judgments denounced againlt 
ther, upon the Account thereof. Hence he 
puts this admiring,as well as upbraiding, Queſtion, 
in the foregoing part of the Verſe, wherein our 
Text lies; Phy then is this Poople of Jeruſalem 


that 
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that they fell ſhort in that common Wiſdom and 
Prudence, that Nature it ſelf hgth furniſhed all 
Men with. Men when fallen, will ariſe again 3 
when turned out of the way, will return 5 but it 
was otherwiſe with this People : they were fallen, 

yet would notariſe 3 they were turned out of the 
way,yec would not return they were backf]idden 
from God and his Ways, and yet would not Re- 
pent and'Return unto hits ' No, notwithſtanding 
all che Means'uſed by him to bring them there- 
unto 3 yea they fell ſhore, in that Knowledg and 
Wiſdom that is in, and exprefſt by, the very 
Erures 3 as the following Cont: xt implies. Hence 
the Prophet might well admire at, and upbraid 
them, as here he doth, Why then is this People bf 
Jeruſlem ſidden back., by a perpetual Bick-ſliding ? 
or,as ſome read it, with an ab{tinate Rebellion ? Now 
the Prophet having thus endeavoured their Con= 
viction, that he might be in{trumental in thcir 
recovety from this their aftoniſhing Ob!{tinacy, in 
their Backſliding or Rebellion 3 ard conſequenc- 
I; tor the prevention of thoſe Judgments which 
were impendent, immediately points at the Cauſe 
thereof, and that was their 'ho!ding falt Deceit : 
ſo in the Words detigned as the Foundation to the 
enſuing Diſcourſe, They hold faſt Deceit, they refuſe 
to return; that is, therefore they refuſe to return, 
Or, they refuſe co return, becauſe they hold fait 
Deceic. 


In the Words then we have theſe two things 
con derable. 


j B 2 I, The 
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af. 


| 2. The intrinſick Root, Spring or Original 


Cauſe of the Jews Apoſtacy arid Backſliding from 
God and his Ways, and that was Deceit, There 
was ſome Deceit embraced by them, which was 
the Root or Spring of their Apoſtacy 3 that's ime 


plycd. 


2, We have the Cauſe of their obſtinate per- 
ſiſtance in this their Apoſtacy or Backſliding, and 
that was their Tenaciouſneſs of this Deceit. In a 
word, we have the Root and Spring of their A- 
poſtacy and Backſliding ſuppoſed, and the Cauſe 
or Reaſon of their peiliftance propoſed. Briefly, 
to explain the Terms, and therewith ſhew the 
Genuine Sence and Meaning of the Holy Gholt in 
them; and I ſhall take them as they lie in or- 

der before us. They hold faſt | 

PIN Mrxlts Wp1nn, 'tis but one Word in 
hater ſignificati- the Hebrew, but a very emphati- 


one; ſed omnes in- c:1 one: the Seventy tranſlate it 
fer /e alrquam coge 


nationers habent. nts, ap , they have 
Boot. ſirengthned themſelves; fo we 


tranſlate it, Gen. 2. and frequent- 

ly elſewhere, Hence from this Hebrew word 
comes iv in the Greek, poſſum, or potens ſum : 
Thus theſe Jews, they had fo. firengthned and 
confirmed themſelves in Deceit, that they were 
now become ſtrong. They hold it with lirength. 
And hence it is that we titly tranſlate, They hold 
faſt Deceit, The Word is uſed of Pharaoh, Exod. 
8.19. Then the Magicians ſaid unto Pharaoh, This 
1 the Finger of God. And Pharaoh's Heart was 
beardned, and be hearkened not unto them, as the Lor1 
| ba4 


% 
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bed ſaid. Where the Seventy tranſJate it by 
EAAupivo, The Word we have Hep.3. 8. Harden 
not your Hearts, as in the Provocation, &c. So we 
may tranſlate in this place, They were hardned, 
or they have hardned themſelves in Deceit, They 
became obltinate therein. Durum quod non cedit 


'#allui, Thus their Hearts would not yield to the 


Word of God, by the Prophetz the Word had no 
influence upon their Hearts, -to work a Convicti- 


. on upon th:rm. Elſewhere the Seventy tranſlate 


it by «de i{opuar, wiriliter ago : So Deut. 31. 6,7. 
& 23. We read; Be ftrongs the Seventy, Play the 
Man : Thus here,theſe Jews.they play the Men in 
holding faſt their Deceir. The Lord complains, 
Fer. 9.3- that they are not Valiant for the Truth, 
&c. but they were valiant for Deceit, they couid 
piay the Men in holding that fati. Yet once more, 
the Word fignihies to Prevail 5 2Sam. 24. 4, Not- 
withſtanding the King's words prevailed, &c. The 
Word which we here tranſlate Hold fajt, we there 
tranſlate Prevailed, Joab, tho loth to obey the 
King's Command, yet his Con:mand prevailed 0+ 
ver him, We have the Word again uſed in ob 
2. 3» And ſtill be holdeth faſt bis Integrity, that is,he 
prevailed in holding his Integrity. Fob had his 
Difcouragements in holding, yea he had many 
Temptations to let go his Integrity 3 Satan endea- 
voured with all his Might, to wring, it out of his 
hands 3 his Wite follicites him tcolet it go the 
Diſpenſations of God were no {mall Temptation 
to him to part with it. The Þfalmiſt was well 
nigh brought to part with his Integrity, through 
the like Diſpenſation of God towards him: as 
may be ſeen by comparing Pſalm 73. beginning, 
| B 3 with 


_ 
” 
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with-13. Yet Fob prevails over, and conquers all, 
fil bolding faſt bis Integrity. 

Thus was it with the Jews, in an evil Sence 3 
they wanted not a fufficiency of Means for their 
Conviction, they wanted not fore-warnings ; of 
the Miſerics which they would bring :ppon- them 
ſelves but they prevailed. over, and conquered 
211, and fiill held faſt their Deceit, and thereupon 
xctuſed to; Return, , Yet further, the Word hgnt- 
hes, not only, t9hold, or, to hold faſt-z but alſo to 
reeeive, take up, Or take bold of 5 2 Sam« 15. 5. It s 
{aid thcre of Abſalom; When any Mpn came- nigh t0 
him to.do bim obeyſance, be put forth bis hand, and took 
bim ani kiſſed him. The Scyenty turn {it both by 
AQUPNNw OC YA TOA GLA ſeer Go. P agnine reads it Ap- 
prehenderunt, in our Text : and ſo it.notes the free» 
refs and readineſs of the-Jews to receive this De= 
celtz they readily received and. took It up, and 
thcrevpon he'd it fatt. '. Yes, they; firengthned and 
contixrmed.yea hardneg then.{clyes in it 3 they play 
the Met, improve all their Parts.and Abilities to 
maintain it, and do actually preyail over, and 
conguer al] Means uſed, to convinte them of, and 
1eclaim them trom it. 

They hold fait Deceit, the Word uſed i i5 ; AINA, 
thcScventy read & TH T@ goupcon,they tirengthned 
ther{elyes in their Choice, implying the cloſure 
of their Wills with their Dcccit 3 and thence in 
part it was that they held it fo fall, The Word 
ſeems to include a Notion of Subtilty, Cunning 
or Craft init : hence we read it, Szh1ilty, Gen, 
27. 35. And he ſaid, thy Brother came with Subtil- 
ty, Kc. And indeed all Deceit muſt have ſome- 
what of Cunning or Subtilty in it, otherwiſe it 

utF Vi TL would 
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would bewray it felt, and conſequently become 
its own Antidote : ſeeing no Man will ordinarily 
embrace Deceit as known to be*lo. The Hook 
muſt be well covered, otherwiſe the Fiſh will not 
meddle with it. Deccit mult have ſomewhat of 
Craft to conceal it. Hence Seducers are faid to 
have their Slights and cunning Craftincfs, whereby 
they lye in wait to deceive, Eph, 4.14, The fillieſt 
of Women (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) would hardly 
otherwiſe be led away by them. Thus here” the 
Jews hold faſt ſubtile or cunning Deceit 35 Dr ceit 
cunningly contrived and cbtruded upon them, 
But what was this Deceit? I Anſwer, Some rake 
Deceit for thoſe Evils, whether Religious, as Ido- 
latry; or Moral, as Impietics in their Converſati- 
ons, that the Jews were ſeduced into: but I ra» 
ther conceive ( with othicrs) weare to underſiand 
Fraudes Pſeudo-Propretaram z the falſe Dovrincs 
preached by the talſe Prophets. So the Word is 
uſed by this our Prophet, Fer. 14. 14. Then the 
Lord ſaid unto me, The Prophets propheſy lies in my 
Name, 1 ſent them not, neither have I commanded 
them, neither ſpake untothem : they propheſy unto you 
a falſe Viſion, and Divinatien, and a thing of nought, 
and the Deceit of their Heart. Where we have the 
ſame Word 3 Deceit in the latter part of the Verſe, 
is the Game with Lics, and a falſe Vithon, in the 
former part. Theſe falſe Prophets under a pre- 
tence of revealing the Will of God to them, had 
preached Lyes or Deceits, As for inltafice, that 
they having the Temple of the Lord among them, 
they muſt neceſſarily have his Preſence with, and 
his Providence watching over them. Hence 1s 


that Boaſting, Jer. 7+ 4+ The Temple of the Lord,the 
B 4 Tem- 


8 A Diſcourſe of Man's proneneſs to, 


Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord ore theſe. 
The falle- Prophets having cunningly pretended 
themſelves true Prophets, teach ſuch falſe Do- 
Erine, This takes with their corrupt Inclinati- 
ons, and they grecdily embrace it, and having 
embraced ir, hold it faſt, and will by no means 
be brought to relinquiſh it z whereupon they re- 
fuſed to Return, The Word we tranſlate to Re- 
Fuſe, hath again its Emphaſis 3 it ſigntheth not 
barely to Refuſe, but to Refuſe with a certain 
Loathing or Abhorrency, It is proper ( faith 
Mr, Caryl ) to the nauſeating of the Stomack, at 
the lizhtof ſome hlchy thing. We have it uſed 
of Nahth's rcfufing to fell Ahab his Vineyard, 
3 Kings 21,15, Apd with what vehemency he 
rctuſcd it, the third Verſe declares. The Seventy 
tranſlate it, in Prov. 1. 24. <4 7 WASOUTE, They 
would not hear. So theſe Jews here, they refu- 
ſed to Return, nay they would not ſo much as 
hear of Returning, The very calling them to 
Return, as it were, turned their Stomacks againlt 
the true Prophets, It notes the ſfirange Efhcacy 
of Errour 3 their Minds were ſo bewitched with ie 
that they could hardly give the true Prophets the 
Hearing 3 they Joathed to hear or think of Re- 
eurning» They refuſed to Return, to be Conver- 
ted, faith Jrniws, 

The Sence lies plain, they would neither change 
their Minds, in reIpedt of the Deceit they had ta- 
ken upand entertained,nor return from their Sins, 
or {inful PraRtices, unto God and his Ways. 


The Words being opened, there axe three Dos 
Grines lie obvious in them, 


- 
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I. Fhat Sin in Prattice is ordinarily the fruit of | 
ſome Errour or Deceit in the Underſtanding. 


This I ſhall but touch upon in tranſite, Only 
let it be obſerved, That Errour or Deccit I rake 
here, and fo ſhall do in the enſuing; Diſcourſe, in 
the Jargeſi Sence, viz. For any Notion, Appre- 
henſion or Reaſoning, that the Mind of Man is 
incident unto, (and they are innumerable 3) that 
diſagrees with, or is contrary unt»that Syltem of 
Divine Truth, contained in the Scriptures. 

Now I ſay, that all Sin 1s ordinarily the Fruit 
of ſome Errour, ſome talle Notion, Miſiake or 
Miſapprehenſion in the Underiianding, A decet- 
ved Heart hath turned him aſide, (aith God of an 1- 
dolater, Tſa. 44.20. The ſame may. be ſaid of Sin- 
ners in general, 4 deceived Heayt bath turned them 


* ofide. Rence Sins in the general are called Errours, 


Pſal. 19. 12. Whe can underſiand bis Erroxrs ? that 
is, his Sins, So the High-Prieſt is ſaid to offer 
that Blood, which he carricd into the Holieſft of 
all, for himſelf, and for the Errours of the People, 
Heb, 9. 7. that is, the: Sins of the People. Hence; 
whereas we read, Job 5. 24. Thos ſhalt viſit thy 
Habitation, and ſþalt not fin: the Hebrew is, and 
ſome Margents read it, And ſhalt not Err, As 
ſinning is the erring or deviating from the right 
Rule; fo all Sin ordinarily is the Fruit of ſome Er- 
rour, or Deceit in the Underſtanding. This holds 
true of Sins of Omiſſon, as well as of Commiſhon, 
and is eminently true, af the Sins that are found 
with the People of God 3 I mean it of ſuch Sins,as 
chey live and allow themſelyes jn ; and that there 

ar 


— 
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are found ſuch Sins with them, and that both of 
Omiſſon and Commiſſion,cannot be denied 3+ but 
they donor, they indeed cannot live, or allow 
themſelves in any known Sin. 1 John 3. 6. Who- 
ſoever abideth in him ( viz, Jeſus Chriſt) ſinneth not. 
te. He lives not in any way of, nor allows him- 
felf in the leaſt known Sin. What Sins he lives 
or allows himfſelf in, they are the Fruit of ſome 
Errour or. Deceit, that the Underſtanding hath ta- 
ken upand entertained. It may be ſaid, A decei- 
ved Heart hath turned him aſide. All Sins, whether 
found with the.Men of the World, or with the 
Saints, are ordinarily the Fruit of ſame Errour or 
Deceit in their Underſtandings : I (ay, they are or- 
dinarily ſo,becauſe I ſhall not'determine'that Que- 
fiion, 4n nectſſe fit errareeum qui peceat in eo: quod 
peccat, - But:this will be found true ordinarily, 
where Men are turned afide into any way: of Sin, 
yea'or into any particular Sin, that it's adeoerved 
Heart bath 1#rned them afide, - And - this may be 
further added, That: as. all Sin is ordinarily: the 


Fruit of fome:!Errour, fo all Errour is ordinarily 


productive of ſomeSin, either by way of Orniſion 
or of Commiſſion. - As Errour it felt is a Sin, fo 
it and Sin are Correlates 3 the former as the Root, 
the latter as the Fruit.- - Where there is Errour as 
the Root, there will be ſome Sin as the Fruitzand 
where there is Sin as the Fruit, itqnay be conclud- 
ed that there is Errour as the Root within, - But 
this is not that which Tintend to inlilt upon. 


Uſe, Let this Exhort Belicvers, (yea all in Ge- 
neral) to be jealous of their Underftandings. Be- 
lievers they may,and too often doallow them(clves 


in 
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'cn) they are incident unto. 
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in ſuch Sins, asare greatly diſpleating to our Lord 
Chritt, and yet'perceive it not 3 and the reaſon is, 
becauſe, 4 deceived Heart hath turned» them aſide. 
TheiriPra£tice, 'tis 4xue, correſponds with the 
Light of their Underſiandings, '- but there is to9 
much Darkneſs mingled with that Light, and that 
they diſcern not: For we ſhall find that ſincere 
Chtriſtians, too often arc not ſo jealous of their 
Underltandings,. as they ſhould: be. They axe 
careful that their Practice comes up to, and is 
commenſurate with their Knowledg,- but ſuſpe&R 
not that Deceit- (which in the State of ImperteRtis 


II 


- From hence are theſe various Evils, which are 
found amongit Profeſſors: one.is really Covetons, 
ahother Proud, -an2ther Voluptuous, and another 
livevin the open.neglec of the Commands of . ]e- 
fas: Chriſt; and: yet probably their | Conſciences 
check them.-not'; . and the Reaſon is, There is 
ſome Deceit, fome Errour in- the Underſtanding; 
by: means whereof Conſcience diſcerns not thoſe 
E:vls 3: and the great:Reaſon of this is, that they 
are not ſufficiently jealous of their own Under-' 
ſtandings, nornfuſpe& themſelves to lie under-an 

Deccit. F-2 
.- And therefore,as we ought to hold our Integri- 
ty,with the like ſiedfaſineſs that Fob did,and accor- 
ding to his Reſolution, Fob 27. 6. nor give any 
occaſion to our own Hearts to reproach us z fo 
we ought to exerciſe an holy jealouly over our 
Hearts, leit any Deceit lodging in them, they 
ſhould turn us aſide into Ways or Actions, for 
which our Lord Chriſt may, and probably will, 
if not condemn, yet ſharply reprove and correct us.. 
But oi this more hereafter. II. That 
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II. That not only the Men of the World, but even 
the People of God themſelves may, yea ave, prone 
to take up and embrace Errour, inſtead of Truth; 
and ok taken it up, they too commonly are 
exceeding tenacious of it. 


In the Proſecution of this DoQrine, (tho I ſhall 
have a peculiar reſpe to Men's Tenaciouſneſs of 
Errour, when embraced by them, yet) I ſhall 
fpeak ſomewhat to their Propenſity, to take it up 
i and embrace it inſtead of Truth: And anſwerably 
T ſhall do theſe three things. 
Firſt, Offer ſomewhat tor the Illuſtration and 
2 Confirmation of it. 
be Secondly, Shew whence it is, that ſo it is. And, 
Thirdly, Make ſome Application. For the 
Firſt, And thus the Dodtrine may be abundant- 
| ly proved from various Confiderations.But to men- 
| tion ſome few of them, As 

t. From the Conſideration of the Nature and 
Quality of Errours, that are taken up and tenaci- 
ouſly held by ſome Men. 

2, The flight Grounds Men will take up Er- 
rours upon, with the fixange ſhifts they will uſe for 
their own Defence and Jultitication, in their 
holding of them. 

3. Their apparent Diſſonancy from, yea (as 
to ſome) dire Contrariety to, plain and expreſs 


| Scripture. 
| 4. The utter inconſiſtency of the Embrace- 
| ment, and holding ſuch Errours with Men's 


own Intereſts, and that both internal and EX= 
ecrnalz and conſequently their want of any 
ratt- 
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ratibnal Inducements to do the one or the 
other. 

5. Men sobſtinate refuſal of the Means offer- 
ed for their Information and Conviction. 

Theſe things, with others of a like Nature, 
plainly ſhew how ſtrangely prone Men are to take 
up, and embrace Errour, inſtead of Truth 3 and 
tenaciouſly ro hold it, when once taken up and 
embraced by them. But ( deſigning Brevity)) I 


' ſhall not infiſt upon theſe things 3 but only IIlu- 


{irate and Contirm, what is athxrmed, by way of 
Inſtance 3 and l ſhall confine my ſelt to theſe two 
or three: only premifing this, That what the 
Scripture records, either of the pronencſs of any 
particular Perſon, to embrace Errour infiead of 
Truth, or of their Tenaciouſneſs of it when em- 
braced, that is not to be underſtood as tho thoſe 
Evils were peculiar and proper to thoſe particular 
Perſons 3 but they declare the Caſe of Men in ge- 
neral, as in this depraved and corrupted State re» 
ſpeQive unto Errour, Theſe Inſtances ſhew the 
Nature and Property of Men in general, how 
prone and propenſe they are unto Errour, both 
to take it up and embrace it inſtead of Truth, and 
how tenacious uſually they axeof it, when taken 
up and embraced by them. | 

This being premiſed, I ſhall firſt inſtance in 
the Galatians 3 and they are a ſirange Infiance in 
ſpecial, of the proncneſs of Men, yea of ſuch as 
are truly Regenerate (for ſo undoubtedly many of 
them were) to take up and embrace Errour in» 
fiead of Truth. The Apoſtle ſpeaks to them on 
this Account, as tho they had been bewicrched 2: 
Gal. 3. 1. O Fooliſh Galatians, who bath bewitched 


you, 


14 A Diſcourſe of Man's praneneſs to, 
you, that you ſhould not obeythe Truth? &c. Hehath 
a reſpe& to their firange Infatuation,in relinquiſh- 


ing the Truth, and their embracing Errour 1n the 
ſicad of it : they ſeemed rather. 'to be bewitched, 


. than by ordinary Means, and in an ordinary Way, 


To be drawn thereunto, It is of no great Concern 
to know what kind of Witch-craft, the Apolile 
hath reference unto 3 whether that performed by 
the Eye, that performed by uttering hard,uncouth 
and unintelligible Words 3 or that. (however per- 
formed) whereby things are repreſented to the 
Eye in Forms, Shapes or Appearances, quite dif- 
tering from what properly are their own.'' He 
might have reterence to any of theſe kinds of 
Witchcrafts,. according to the difterent derivation 
ot the Word uſed by him. But be the Witchcratt 
of what kind it will, ſuch was their Infatuation, 
that he ſpeaks to them, as tho bewitched. - Ard 
the firangenc(s of their Infatuation will appear, if 
we confider theſe three things 3 

7. The Difference between the Truth relinqui- 
{hed on the one hand, and the Errour or Errours 
(take it as a ſingle or complicated Errour) on the 
other hand, taken up and embraced by them. 

2. By the Conlideration of ſundry things, pe- 
culiarly rematkable in their Caſe, which cven ac- 
cording to Principles of Reaſon, ſhould have been 
engaging unto them to a iedfaſt Adherence unto 
the Truth. 

3. The Confideration' of the ſuddennefs and 
eatineſs of the falſe Teachers, bringing them over 


to relinquiſh the Truth, and to embrace the cons 


trary Errour, 


To 
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- To touch upon theſe three things a little di- 
ſiin&ly, yet with what brevity I may. 

1, Let us confider the Difference, Between the 
Truth they had relinquiſhed, and the Errour they 
had embraced, 

The Truth relinquiſhed, is contained in the 
DoErine of the Goſpel, preached by the true A- 
poſiles 3 the Errour they embraced, was contained 
in the Doctrine ot the falſe Teachers. 

Now let us a little compare theſe different Do- 
Arines the one with the other. As for, the Do- 
drine of the Goſpel, It is (as the Apotile tells us) 
a Dofirine-wortby of all Acceptation, 1 Tim. 1. 15. 
It is a Dodrine of ſuch Excellency, Worth and 
Benefit unto Men, that it puts a Beauty upon the 
very Feet of the Publiſhers of it, T1/a. 52.7. In 
brief, we may take this ſummary Account of it, 
That it is a Doctrine revealing and offering unto 
all in general, and afſuring to all thoſe in particu- 
lar, that fincercly Believe, Embrace and PraQtife 
according to it, full and compleat Jultihcation, 
Peace with God, and Adoption, with ſuitable 
Aﬀections and Actings from God, the in-dwel- 
ling Preſence of the Spirit, with perfect Sanditi- 
cation, gradually to be wrought by him, and at 
laſt an Eternal Weight of Glory. And all this from 
the meer Grace, Mercy and Love of God, through 
the alone Mediation of Jeſus Chrilt. This was 
the DoGrine which the Galatians had formerly 
embraced, but now relinquiſhed. And we may 
rationally conclude, that upon their embracement 
of it, they had taſted of the blefſed Effects thereof, 
in the Peace of their Conſciences, wich unſpeak- 
able Joy, and the Comforts flowing thcretrom, 
Hence 
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Hence in part was that Bleſſedaeſs they gloricd in, - | 
Gal. 4. 15., How welcome mult ſuch 4 DoQtrirle 4 
needs be to poor Sinners, awakened toa Senſe of ?' 
their Sin and Miſery, by reaſon of it! According 
to the Principles of Reaſon, ſuch a Doctrine, with 
the Bleſſedneſs enjoyed upon their embracement 
of it, ſhotild have ſo commended it felt to their 
Linderftandings, Wills and Aﬀections, as that any 
Dodrine inconfiſtent with, or contrary unto it, 
ſhould have been rejeted with the greateilt Abhor- 
TEncys 

— us conſider, what the DcCtrine of the 
falſe Teachers was. And here it may be obſerved, . $ 
that their Dorine did not lie in an abſolute and 
total Contraricty to the Doctrine of the Goſpel 3 
the DoQtite of the Goſpel was only perverted by 
it. Gal. I, 6, 76 

Theſe falſe Apoliles, did not deny the necefficy 
of Faith in Chriit, nor did they deny it to be the 
Duty of his Diſciples, to obey all his Commands, 
nor did they (fo far as weread) deny the nece(s 
lity of taking up of his Croſs, when called there- 
unto3. tho by their preaching of that Dodrine, 
they defigned their own ſecurity from it, ' as laid 
upon Chriſtians by the Jews : So much the ApoRile 
tells them, Gal. 6. 12. But they did not abſolute- 
ly deny it to be the Duty of Chriſtians, to bear At> 
fictions for the ſake of Chriſt, when juſtly called 
thereunto. So that their Doctrine did not releaſe 
trom either the Yoke or Burden cf Jeſus Chritt ; 
which had it done, it might have been ſome In- 
ducement to them to embrace it 3 but that it did 
not do. But then it may be (aid 3 


Quelt. 
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 Queft. Wherein did their Dofirine differ from the 
Dotirine of the Goſpel, preached by the tyue Apoſtles ? 
And conſcquently, I/hat was the Truth theſe Galas 
tians had relinquiſhed, and the Errour they had em- 
braced, and taken-up in the ſtead of it ? 
In brief thus. 

Anſw.: The falſe Teachers preached upa neceſ- 
lity of obſerving and keeping the Law, and that 
both Moral and Ceremonial, in a ConjunQtion 
with Faith in Chriſt, and Obedience to his Pre- 
cepts 3 and that asa joint Cauſe with Chrilt, of 
their enjoyments of the Benefits and Blethogs of 
the Goſpel, They did not Preach up the nece(- 
lity of cbſerving and keeping the Law, meerly as 
a Medium,or Means of their enjoying the Bleſſings 
and Benehts of the. Goſpel through Chriſt, or as 
Cauſa ſine qua non , as that without which they 
could not enjoy Chriſt, or any Benefits by him 3 
which-had they done, it had not bcen ſo bad, tho 
very bad. But this was not all, for they join the 
obſervation of the Law with Chriſt, as having a 
like Influence on, or the ſame kind of caufality in 
their Juſtification or Salvation, that Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf has. So that the Truth that thele Galat- 
ans had relinquiſhed was this, viz. That all the 
Benefits and Bleſſings ofthe Goſpel, are granted 
to, and beliowed upon Men, mcerly by, or from 
the free Grace of God through Jeſus Chrittz and 
that it is Faith alone that Unites Men unto, and 
Intereſts them in Chriſiz and conſequently, gives 
them a Right to all thoſe Benefits and Bleſlings, 
The Errour that they had embraced, confilied in 
theſe two Branches, 


FE. © 1» That 
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I. That there was a neceſſity of obſerving and 
keeping theLaw of Moſes. | 

2. That their obſerving and keeping that Law, 
had a joint Concurrence with Chritt,in purchaſing 
and procuring Goſpel-Bencfits and Bleflings for 
them. 

Now let jt be obſerved, That as by Preaching 
up the neceflity of keeping the Law, they brought 
the Perſons embracing their Doctrine, under the 
Yoke of the Law : which as Peter tells the Jews, 
in Atts 15. 10. was a Yoke, that neither they nor 
their fore-fathers could bear. So by preaching up 
the obſervation of the Law for ſuch an end, they 
brought them under an internal Bondage 3 a Bon- 
dage worſe than the Yoke of the Law, as to the 
matter of it was, viz. The Bondage of Guilt, e- 
ven the Guilt of all their Sins, with variety of 
Fears, Terrovrs and Diſquietmentsof Conſcience, 
ariſing from a Conſciouſneſs thereof. And let it be 
ſuppoſed, that thoſe Galatians were not appre- 
henfive of their total Deprivation of the Grace of 
God, or any Benetit by Chriſt, that the embrace- 
ment of the Doctrine (at leaſt ſhould they finally 
adhere thereunto) would ſubjet them to, and 
conſequently, were not ſenſible of their being un- 
der the Bondage of Guilt, in an abſolute Sence, 
but might have ſome hope of Pardon, through 
their obſervation of the Law, conjoined with 
Chriſt in whom they yet believed 3- yet this Do» 
Citrine muſt needs bring them under a Bondage 
of variety of Fears, Terrours and Perplexitics of 
Conſcience, Hence the Apoſtle tells them, that 
the Law gendered unto Bondage, &al. 4. 9: with 
the 24. So that by the embracement of that Do- 

Ctrine 
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Arine, they did bring themſelves under an inter- 
hal Bondage: And that theſe two ways : 

1. The very Preaching of thisDoQtrine,did imply 
an Inſufficiency in Chritt, to be a Means of, or by 
himſfelt alone, of their enjoyment of all the Bene- 
fits and Bleflings of the Gofpel : for otherwiſe, to 
what purpoſe-ſhould the Obfervation of the Law 
be adjoined unto Chriſt,as a joint Cauſe with him, 
of their enjoying of them ? 

2. They would (being unable to keep the Law 
in perfe&tion) be at an uncertaitity when they had 
{o obferved and kept it, as that they might be fure 
of their enjoying thoſe Benefits and Bleſſings. 
Hence vaticticsof Fears, Terrours and Perplexi- 
tics of Conſcience, mutt ncceflarily arife3 for this 
will be found in Experience, it Mca once call in 
Queliion, either the Sufhctency of the Grace of 
God to beſtow, or of Chrili to purchaſe, and pro- 
cure for them, all the Good promiſed in the Go- 
ſpel 3 and thereupon, conceit a nececthty of ad- 
joining any thing of thcir own unto Chriit, as a 
joint Cauſe with him of their enjoyment of that 
Good 3 they will be utterly at a lofs, to determine 
when they have added enough of their own, fo as 
afſuredly to promiſe to themfelves, the enjoyment 
of that Good, and conſequently, muſt needs be 
in Bondage, under variety of Fears aud Perplcxi- 
ties. And from hence thoſe Fears, Doubts and 
Perplexitics of Conſcience, found in, and in part 
allowed by the Church of Rome, have their Riſe. 
I remember an Anonymous Author of the Church 
of Rome,upbraids Luther with his Confetling him- 
ſelf, before his full underſianding of the Loctrine 
of free Jultificarion by Chriſt alone,to be of a trou- 
C 2 bled 
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bled Conſcience, and full of Doubts and Perplexi- 
'ties : as thoghat had been an Argument of the 
Wickedneſs of his Heart, when as it was the ne- 
ceſſary EffeR of their own Doctrine, and only ar- 
gued Luther's Conſcience to be more throughly a- 
wakened and enlightned, than his own was. *Tis 
certain, that when a Sinner comes to be throughly 
. awakened, and to have his Conſcience throughly 
convinced, and thereupon comes to fee his own 
loſt and undone Condition, 'tis nothing but a 
pure Faith, a cloſing in with, a relyance upon, or 
a truſting in a naked Chriſt, that can relieve him. 
So long as he ſuppoſes a neceſſity of adjoining any 
thing of his own unto Chriſt, his Diſquietments 
and Perplexities will remain. So that this Do- 
Grine taught by the falſe Teachers, did not only 
bring the Galatians, under the external and un- 
{upportable Yoke of the Law, but did ſubjet 


them unto an unſupportable internal Bondage of - 


Fears, Doubts aud Perplexities of Conſcience 
and this they might have eaſily foreſeen, would be 
(as they did after Experience, that it was) the 
Iſſue of their relinquiſhing the Truth, and their 
embracing of that Errour. Yet for them to do the 
oneand the other, argued their ſtrange Infatuati- 
on. But 

Secondly, Let us Conſider, Some of thoſe things 
peculiarly remarkable in their Caſe 3 which (even 
according to Principles of Reaſon) ſhould have 
been engaging unto them, to a ſtedtaſt Adherence 
to the true DoGtrine of the Goſpel, and conſe- 
quently, to a Rejection of the Exrour embraced by 
. Tem, 
To inſtance in theſe fix, 
| I, There 
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I. There was the Priority of their Inſtruction 
itn, and Embracement of the Truth of the Goſpel. 
Now there is ſcarce any thing (ifanf thing at all) 
conduces more to Mens eliabliſhment in any Do- 
Qrine, Opinion or Practice, than to be inſtructed 
in, and have the Mind prepoſlefſed with it. *Tis 
one main Cauſe of many Men's obſtinate Adhe- 
rence to Popiſh Doftrines, and Practices, vis. 
That they have been primarily intiructed and” 
brought up in them. And the like may be faid 
of many Mens firm Adherence to the Docrine and 
Practice of Protcliantiſm. Hence the Preachers 
of any Doctrine (beit true or falſe) lie under no 
{mall diſadvantage as to Succeſs, when they are 
(fo to ſpeak) to play an after-Game, when the 
Minds of Men are prepoſlefſed with a contrary 
Belief, Opinion or Perſuaftion. The Contidera- 
tion of this was one Reaſon of the Apolile's Admi- 
ration, Gal, 1.6. 1 marvel (faith he) that you are fo 
ſoon removed from him, that called you into the Grace of 
Chriſt, unto another Goſpel. Not only, that they 
ſhould be fo ſoon removed (of which hereaftcr) 
but that they ſhould ever be removed from him, 
who had called them into the Grace of Chriſt by 
him. It is true, ſome underſtand God, but I ſhall 


. rather (with Beza and Piſcator) underſtand it of 


Paul himſelf, and take i x&@ 471 pro &s 1g gm, 
Into the Grace, that is, the DoGtrine of Grace ex- 
preſſed to Men through Chriſt: and this Sence the 
Antitheſis (as Piſcator obſerves) ſeems neceſſarily 
to require, This made their embracement of 
that falſe Doctrine fo ſtrange, in that chey there- 
by were removed from another DoGttine, viz, 


The truc Doctrine of the Goſpel, that they 
C 3 had 
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had befoxe been inſiruted in, and had em- 
braced. 

2, Thereewas the clearneſs and plainneſs of 
thoſe Revelations made unto them, of the Truth 
of the Goſpel. They had not the Myſteries of the 
Goſpe!,held forth in obſcure Types and Shadows, 
as the Jews before had; but the Vail was now ta- 
ken off, and they had the Myſtery of God in Chriſt 
. plainly revealed 3 they had Chriſt ſet forth as cru- 
cihed before their Eyes, with the full End and De- 
fign of God in his Miſhoo, Humiliation and Suf- 
ferings, with the Fulneſs and Redemption in, and 
obtained by him thereby, fully manifeſted : they 
had the exceeding Riches of the Grace of God in 
him plainly declarcd 3 this the Apoſtle takes no- 
tice of once and again, and that as an Aggravati- 
on of their Folly : So in Chap. 3-1. and again in 
Chap. 4.9. While they were in their Heatheniſm, 
and knew not the true God, it was no wonder, 
tho they did Service to Idols, that by Nature 
were not God yea tho they were carried away, 
Prout rapi contigiſſet, as ſome tranſlate that, z Cor, 
12. 2. ſometimes to Worſhip and Serye one Idol, 
ivmetimes another, ſometimes to Worſhip and 
Serve them one Way, ſometimes another, as the 
Apolile there intimates that they were : Yea had 
they been proſclited to the Jewiſh Church, when 
Chriitt, and the Myſtery of Salvation by him was 
more darkly 1 revealed 3 -it had not been ſo much 
tho they had been removed from the Doctrine of 
the Goſpel, as then held forth, into another Do- 
Ctrine : But that now, after Chriſt had been evi- 
dently ſer forth, as Crucihed before their Eyes,and 
God had becn clearly revealed to them, and that 


in 
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in the Riches of his Grace and Mercy, as the Apo- 
file, Gal. 2.21. and Gal. 5.4. not obſcurely in- 
timates that he had been 3 that thay ſhould re- 
linquiſh the Truth,and embrace another Bodrine, 
this did greatly aggravate their Folly. Quam in- 
dignum eſt in medio Lucis tam turpiter errare {ith 
Calvin. 

3. There was the Confirmation, that the Do- 
Qtrine of the Goſpel, had received by the Apoſtle 
Pazl's working of Miracles amongſt them. Thus 
Gal. 3+ 5. He therefore that miniſtreth to you the $pi- 
rit, and worketh Miracles among you, doth he it by 
the Works of the Law, or by the Hearing of Faith ? 
That is, doth he it as a Miniſter, or Preacher of 
the Law, or as a Miniſter, or Preacher of the Do- 
Grine of the Goſpel? The Interrogation vehe- 
mently denies the tormer, and afferts the latter, 
So that the Apoſile, had not oaly preached the 
Goſpel to them, but had contirmed it with mira- 
culous Works. Now the miraculous Works 
wrought by Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and by the Apo» 
files, were the great Means ordained of God, for 
the evidencing to the World, that both their Miſ- 
ſion, and Dodrine were from himſelt 3 and they 
were ſufficient for that end and purpoſe : and 
hence, left all Men without Excuſe, who did re- 
ze cither Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, his Apoſiles, or the 
Doctrine preached by them. Hence is that of our 
Lord Chriſt, Fobn 15. 22. compared with 24. 

4. There was yet this further in their Caſe, 
That many of them, through the Preaching of the 
Goſpel, had themſelves received the Spirit, and 
that to renew and fanGify their Natures, and to 
dwell in them. Whereby not only that Doctrine 

E 4 V/AS 
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was further confirmed unto them, but they had 
taſted and experienced the Benefit thereof. Gal. + 
4. 2, 5e 4 | y 
(1.) They had the Dodrine preached by the 

Apofile, further confirmed, and that in the fureli 
and moſt infallible way poſſible. And therefore, 

the Apolile puts a peculiar Emphaſis upon this, 

TST6 £44100 Ko jor, iv i" vary, Gal. 3. 2. as 

it this Conſideration alone were ſuffcient (as in- 

deed it was) toevince the Truth of that DoQrine, 

he had preached unto them. ?*Tis true, both the 
Teachers and Embracers of a falſe DoGrine may 

do wonderful things, ſuch as ſeem to be miracu- 

Jous, tho really they are not ſo. Satan may by his 1 
Agents and Inſtruments, produce wonderful Et- 

fects 3 ſo it is ſaid of the Man of Sin, 2 Theſ|. 2.9. 

that his coming thould be after the working of Sa- 

tan, with all Power, and Sigis, and lying Wonders, 

This was one ſpecial Means, whereby the King- 

dom of Antichrilt, was erected and raiſed up to 

that Grandeur it did at laſt arrive to, Hence for 

any Doctrine to be the Minifiration of the Spirit, 

for the regenerating, renewing, and ſanQifying 

the Natures of Men, isa more infallible Evidence 

of its being from God, than the bare working of 
Wonders by the Preachers or Embracers of it, is. 

Now ſuch was the DoGtrine of the Goſpel, preach» 

ed by the Apoſtle'to the Galatians. | 

(2.) They had hereby a taſte, and experience 

of the Good and Benttit of that Doftrine, Next WV 
ro the Gift of Chziſt, the Spirit is the greateſt Gift 
communicable from God himſelf unto Men. The 

Gitt of the Spirit includes all Good:z Matth. 7.17. 
compared with Like 11. 13. Now, for them to 

reject 
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reje& the Goſpe), and embrace another DoGtrine, 
by which they could not expect the like Benehi, 
argued their firange and dreadful Infatuati- 
ON. 

5. There were the Sufferings, they had under- 
gone for the true Doctrine of the Goſpe], which 
they might eaſily have foreſeen would be in vain, 
and uſcleſs to them, by their relinquiſhing that 
Doctrine, and embracing another. Men accord- 
ing tothe natural Notions they have of God, may 
and do expe much Benefit by any Sufferings they 
undergo for Conſcience fake, or for and on the 
account, of any D:oErine they have received as 
from him. 

Wecan hardly ſuppoſe that Socrates, aQing 
only according to the meer Light of Nature, 
would have laid down his Lite in defence of that 
great Truth, That there is but one God, had he 
not expected a plenary Reward from God. Now 
as Men from the very natural Notions they have 
of God, may and do expect a ſatisfactory Reward 
for ſuch Sufferings, as theſe we now ſpeak of 3 fo 
the Goſpel aſſures the Embracers of it, that this 
Reward ſhall be exceeding Great 3 and alſo de- 
clares wherein it ſhall conſilt, and when to be en- 
joyed. Mat. 19. at the latter end. Luke 6. 22,23, 
2 Cor. 4. the latter end, &c. 

Now theſe Galatians, had not only theſe natu- 
ral Notions of God, that are common to ail Men, 
but they had theſe Afſurances of the Goſpel : 
Hence it may be rationally concluded, that they. 
ſometime had very great hopes of a glorious Re- 
ward, for thoſe Sufferings which they had under- 
gone, To thete Hopes, the Apolile a 

avec 
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have reference, in that Gal. 4.13. where he puts 
them in mind of their boaſting of Bleſſedneſs, viz, 
in which they werezat preſent;but more eſpecially 
hoped to be made partakers of,through their em= 
bracement of, me Gps Ws and their 
Sufferings for, that Doctrine which he had deli- 
vered unto them. Hence ſuppoſe, that the Do- 
arine preached by the Apolile Paul, had been a 
falſe DoGtrine 3 yet in reaſon the hopes they had 
already conceived of ſo great a Reward, might c- 
ven have blinded their Minds and perverted their 
Judgments, fo as to have firmly adhered thereunto 
and rej<&ed any other Doctrine, contrary unto or 
inconftiſient with it. We ſee what a (trange Influ- 
ence the Pleaſures Men have in, and the hopes of 
Protit and Advantage, which they have from the 
Ways of Sin, have upon their Hearts,both to blind 
their Minds, and bribe their Judgments, againſt 
their embracing ot the Goſpel. But now, ſuppoſe 
the Dodrine preached by the Apoſtle, to be true, 
and that Doctrine preached by the falſe Apoſiles, 
to be falſe, (as it can hardly be imagined, that 
they were above all ſuppoſitions, that they might 
be ſo 3) how great Loofers might they have eaſily 
forcſcen that: they ſhould be ? and yet for them, 
by relinquiſhing of that Do&rine they had recej- 
ved from the Apolile Pal, and their embracing 
that Doctrine from the falſe Apoſtles, to give up 
all their Hopes, ot any Bleſſings and Benehts by 
all their paſt Sufferings 3 this argued, the ſirange 

Influence that Errour had upon their Minds. 
Laſily, To inſtance only in one thing more,and 
that is, the firength and fervency of their AﬀeGQi- 
ons to the Apolile Paxl, as Preaching the = 
| QO- 
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Dodrine of the Goſpel unto them. What a high 
value for, and what fervent Aﬀections towards 
him, had they ? Sce Chap. 4. 14, 15+ They received 
him as an Angel of God, and as he there tells them, 
could have plucked out their own Eyes, and given 
them to him. Now it's uſually found, that ordi- 
nary Profeſſors, are very much Jed to the embyace- 
ment of, and liedfaſineſs in any Doctrine or Pra- 
Rice, by the value they have for,and the love they 
have to the Preachers of it. Hence jt was, that 
the falſe Teachers endeavoured by all means ima- 
ginable, to lower the Churches eficem of, and to 
alienate their Aﬀections from the Apolile Pax ; 
and on the other hand, ro commend themſelves to 
them, 'and toinſinuate themſelves into their Aﬀe- 
Gions 3 So the Apoſtle Pazl, was fo careful to 
keep up his Reputation among them, and retain 
their Aﬀections towards him: for this cauſe it is, 
that he was fo frequent, and large, in the vindi- 
cating of himſelf, from the unjuſt Cenſures and 
Calumnics he was loaded with, and in (fceming- 
ly) boaſting of his own Endowments, Adions, 
Sufferings, and Vouchſafements, and that to ſuch 
a Degree, as had he not (as himſelf ſpeaks) been 
compelled thereunto, had been inexpedient, yea, 
had favoured of Folly for him to have done it. 
Both the one, and the other knew, that the value 
Chriſtians have for, and the fervency of Aﬀections, 
they bear towards their Teachers, have no {mall 
Intereti, in their ready embracement of, and firm 
adherence to the DoGrincs taught by them. But 
that's the ſecond Conſidcration,to ſhew the firange 
Infatuation of theſe Galatians 3 and conſequently, 
in them we may ſce the marvellous Pronenels, 
and 
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and Propenſity of Men3 yea of thoſe that are truly 
regenerate ( while in this impertect State ) unto 
Errour, and anſwerably, to take up and embrace 
that inſicad of Truth. But 

3. Letusconfider,how ſoon they were brought 
to relinquiſh Truth, and embrace Errour. This 
the Apolile admirts, fee Gal. 1. 6. 1 marvel (faith 
he) on 5Tw5 T&x<w;, that you are ſo ſoon, fo 
quickly, or ſo: calily removed from him, that cal- 
[cd you into another Goſpel : That 5795 T&x£05, 
may refer, either to the Apoſtles preaching the 
Goſpel unto them, and their embracement of it 3 
or to their embracement of that DoCtrine, they 
had now embraced from the falſe Teachers, where- 
by the Goſpel was perverted. According to the 
former Reference, the Apolile upbraids their In- 
conſtancy 3 according to the latter, their Levity 
and he may, as ulily he might, upbraid them 
with both, more eſpecially the latter. The falſe 
Apoſtles, it ſeemeth, found little Difhculty, in 
turning them from the Truth of the Goſpel, to 
the embracement of thoſe Errours or Deceits 
preached by themſelves; they drew them into 
their Nets : Nullo negotio, as Pareus ſpeaks, thcy 
were ſoon in a ſhort ſpace of time, and with little 
diftculty, on the part of the falſe Teachers, 
brought to relinquiſh Truth, and embrace Er- 
rour. 

But to paſs from this Inſtance, let but theſe 
three things, in the caſe of theſe Galatians, be 
laid together and well weighed,and we may fee in 
them, the ſtrange Propenfity of Man, in this his 
fallzn and corrupted State,unto Errour : otherwiſe 


it would be unaccountable, whence it fhould be, 
that 
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that they ſhould relinquiſh ſuch a glorious Truth, 
and in the room, and ftead thereof, embrace ſuch 
a pernicious Exrrour, and that notwithiianding ſo 
many things, which (even according to Princi- 
ples of Reaſon) ſhould have obliged them to a 
conſtant adherence to the Truth, and a rclolute 
rejection of that Errour 3 yea, and that this ſhould 
be ſo ſoon, ſo quickly, and with fo little dithcul- 
ty effected by the falſe Teachers > - had not their 
corrupt Doctrine, met with an inward Propenſhity 
unto Errour, it cannot be well ſuppoſed, they 
would, and that notwithltanding ſo many Obli- 
gations to the contrary, ſo ſoon have emnraced 
it, 

2., I ſhall inftance in the Jews. And they are 
as ſtrange an Inſtance of Man's tcnaciouſneſs of 


 Errgur, when once takenup and embraced.as the 


Galatians are of their proneneſs unto it 3 and rea- 
dineſs to embrace it inſtead of Truth. Neither 
can it be ſuppoſed, but that Men being ſo prone 
unto Errour, they will at leaſt, ordinarily be ex- 
ceeding tenacious of it, when taken up and em- 
braced by them; ſceing there are more cauſes of 
their tenaciouſneſs of Errour, than there are of 
their proneneſs to it, and readineſs to embrace if, 
Hence Mens proneneſs to Errour fo tully appearing 
in that Infiance of the G2latians, I may, and an- 
ſwerably ſhall, with more brevity paſs over the 
other Inſtances, deſigned more efpectilly to illu- 
ſtrate, and ſet forth the ſtrangeneſs of Mens te- 
naciouſneſs of Errour, when taken upand embra- 
ced by them. It is not unworthy our Obſervati- 
on, that the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaks ot Men, as hold- 
ing Errour or Deceit in their right Hand, 


If, 
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Iſs. 4.4. 20. Truth is too often held as in the left 
Hand, but e Lye in the Right 3 which implies 
Mens tenaciouſneſs of it. What we woulddo 
moſt ſurely and effectually, we do it with our 
right Hand : therefore Deborah commands Fael, 
that She put her Hand to the Nails, her right Hand 
to the Workmens Hammer, Judg, 5.26. implying, 
her purpoſe to make ſure work of it. Soit is one 
of the Royal Titles of God, that He ſaves with his 
_ right Hand, them that truſt in him, Plal. 17. 7. He 
is the Saviour of all Men, yea he ſaves Man and 
Beaſt, (as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, ) but he faves others 
(fo to ſpeak) with his lett Hand, but he faves thoſe 
that Truſt in him, with his right Hand, 3. e. he 
ſaves them cffetually. So when the Holy Ghoſt, 
ſpeaks of Men as having Errour, Deceit, or a Lye, 
in their right Hand, it {irongly implies their tena- 
ciouſncls of it. 

But co come to our Inſtance, and to paſs by the 
various Errours held by the Jews, as concerning 
the Perſon, Office, and Works of the Meſieb, &«. 
which how tenaciouſly they have hitherto held, 
and yet do hold,is obvious unto all that know any 
thing of them- I ſhall only ſingle out this Er- 
rour, viz. That they being the Seed of Abraham, 
could not be caſt off from being the People of God, 
nor diſinherited of the Promiſes made to Abraham, 
with reference to his Seed, without a failure on 
Gods part, in keeping Covenant, and making 
good his Promifes. This was the Exrour they 
had taken up3 and how ſtrangely tenacious they 
hitherto have, and till do hold it ! 

W hen this Errour was firſt taken up, and cn- 


rertained by then, is hard to determine 3 bur it 
ſeems 
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ſcems plainly to have prevailed in EzekiePs time, 
hence ſay they Ezek. 33- 24. Abraham was one, 
and be inherited the Land : but we are many, the Land 
is given wu for Inheritance, Whether they fay this, 
as reflecting upon the Faithfulneſs of God, in ſuf- 
tering ſo many of them, to be carried away Cap- 
tive into Babylon, as then there were, Or as promi- 
{ing to themſelves, who yet were in the Land, a 
Continuance therein, with the ſpeedy return of 
thoſe that were carried away, I ſhall not deter- 
mine: however they ſeem to have reference to 
that Promiſe, Gen. 17. 8. made unto Abraham 
and his Seed: The Gift made by that Promiſe, with 
others of the ſame Import, they feem plainly to 
have an Eye unto and having the Land given 
them, by that Promiſe, they ſuppoſe they could 
not- be dilinherited of it, without a failure on 
God's part. But whenever this Errour was taken 
up by. them, ir ſufficiently appears, by the varic- 
ty of Endeavours, ficceſstully uſed for their Con- 
viction, - they were ever after moti ſtrangely tena- 
cious-of it. Which that we may the more plainly 
ſee, let us conſider, both the Perſons endeavour- 
ing their Conviction, as alfo, the Way and Man- 
ner how they did endeavour it. 

1. For the Perſons endeavouring their Convi- 
Gion, and theſe were more efpecial'y theſe four, 
I. The Prophet Ezekzel. 2. Fovn Baptiit. 3. Our 
Lord Chrilt, '4. The Apottle Pax!. Now both 
Ezekiel, and John Baptiſt, the former by all of 
them univerſally, the latter by the major part of 
them, were acknowledged to be Prophets fcne 
from God. Hence Ezebiel's Prophecy was pur, 
and always hath been, and {till is, by the Jews as 

well 
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well as Chrittians, in the Reckoning among thoſe 
Books, or Wxitings, that are of Divine Inſpirati- 
on. And as for Fobn Baptiſt, when our Lord 
Chriſt demands of the Chict Prieſts and Elders, 
Whether his Baptiſm was from Heaven or of Men? 
they durlt not deny it to be from Heaven 3 and 
chat for this very Reaſon (as themſelves declare) 
Becauſe all Men held John as @ Prophet, Mat." 21.25, 
26, and probably themſelves were convinced that 
he was ſo. oy” 

And as for both our Lord Chriſt, and the Apo- 
ſile Paul, tho they denied the former #0, be the 
Meſſiah, and the latter to have received his! Do- 
&rine from Heaven 3 yet what Evidenge they had 
of the Truth of both, the Hiftory of theNew Te- 
ſtament fully declares. Indeed it may ſeem, that 


one main reaſon of their denying Jeſus Chrilt to be 


the Meſſiah, and the Apolile to have received his 
Podtrine from Heaven, was their oppoligg,: and 
endeavouring to convince them of that Errour, as 
appears from that John 8. from ver. 33. 1046. 
compared with Ads 13. 38, 39,40, and ver. 50. 
Rather than they would let go this Errour,, they 
would reje& both our Lord Chrift, and his Apo- 
ſtles, how plain and convincing foever, . the Evi- 
dence given of the ones being the true Meſſiah, 
and the others being inſpired of God himlſclt, 
was, But 

2. For the Way and Manner of their reſpeQive 
endeavouring the Jews Conviction of this Errour. 
They did not indeed all proceed in the ſame Way, 
and after the ſame Manner but take what was 
faid by them all in purſuance of this Deſign, and 


it was ſufficient for their Convigion, had they 
been 
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been only Teachers among them, and not eithcr 
extraordinary Prophets, or immegiately (ent 
trom God, and inſpired by hitn, as they were: 
1. For Ezekiel. As he only ehd:avoured to 
convince them, of the Vanity and Unreaſonable-» 
neſs, of expeCting the good of Promiſes in parti- 
cular, that of Canaan, upon the meer account of 
their Relation to Abraham,as his Seed, while them= 
ſelves wzre Apoſtatized from God, fo far as then 
they were 3 fo he only app:als to theit own Rea- 
{fon and Confcietices: thus Ezeh, 33. 25, 26. If 
you ( faith he ) do rhus and thus, fin thus and 
thus againſt God, ſhall ye poſſeſs the Land? as it he 
ſhould ſay, be you your (elves your own Judges 3 
can you imagine, that while you are Apoltatized 
from God, and livein Ways of Sin, againſt him, 
that you ſhould have the Promiſes made good unto 
you ? your own Reaton and Confciences (may 
they be but attended unto) will convince you, of 
the vanity and unreaſonableneſs of ſuch expecta- 
tibns: and by thus appcaling to thcir own Reaſons, 
and Confſciences, as to the vanity and unreafor.- 
ableneſs of this their expectation; he doth 1::- 
plicicely aſſet the like vanity and unreafon2bie- 
neſs, of their expeQing, that God ſhould continue 
to be their God, and owning them to be his Veo- 
ple, in cafe of their total and abloluce Apoitacy 
from him: Seeing tho it's poſhble, that the Con- 
dition of ſome-particular Promiſe may not be pcr- 
formed, as conſequently, the good promiſed, 
forfeited, when yet the Covenant in the general 
is not broken; yet if Men, by failing in the Cons 
dition of a patticular Promiſe, do torteit the Good 


promifcd, then by failing in the Condi:ton of the 
Co- 
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Covenant, in an abſolute Senſe, they would for | 
feit their Covenant-Intereli, So that the Prophet | 
cvincing the unreaſonableneſs of their exp2tting WV 
their continued Poficflion oft the Land of Canaan, | 
while they were Apottatizcd trom God 3 notwith® {| 
ſtanding their Relation unto Abraham, doth ime 
plicitely evince, the unrealonableneſs of their ex- 
pecting, that God ſhould continue to be a God 
unto them, and own them for his People, and by 
conſequence, the juſineſs and- reaſonableneſs of 
their total rejection by God, notwithlianding their 
natural deſcent from Abraham, in caſe of an abſo- 
lute and total Apoſtacy from him. So that, would 
but the Jews have aQed according to the 
principles of Reaſon, which Nature hath furniſh- 
ed them withal, and would they but have attend- 
&d to the Light of their own Conſciences, this Er- 
rour would have been nipped in the very firſt bud- 
ding of it forth: but notwithſtanding all the Pro- 
phet can ſay, yet th:y hold it faſt. Hence, 
2. No ſooner doth Fobn Baptiſt enter upon his 
Miniſiry, but he tinds it neceſſary, again, to endea- 
vour their conviction of the ſame Errour: and both 
Fobn Baptift,our Lord Chiiſt,and the Apoſile Paul, 
ariſ: higher, and endeavour to convince them of 
th;c unreaſonableneſs of their expefting that God 
{hould continue to be their God,and to own them 
as his People 3 and conſequently, the juſineſs of 
their rejeRion by God, in caſe of their total Apo- 
ſtacy from, and rejection of him, as they would 
do,and did, by their rejecting of Jeſus Chriſt. And 
as tor Jobn Baptiſt, as he only implicitely aſſerts, 
that in caſe of their rejection of Jeſus Chriſt the 
true Meſh, 'then ready to be revealed 3 and con- 
tinuing 
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tinuing in'their Impenitency,God. would caſt them 
off trom being his: People; - yea would conſum? 
them with the Fire of his: Judgments} and at la't 
calt them into everlaſting Burnings 3 and anſwers 
an Objection, he forcſaw: they would-make againit 
God's fo dealing, with them : thus, Mat. 3. 9410. 
Think not-t9 fay. ( ſays Jotin Baptilt > within yout 
ſelves, we have Abraham to be dur Father; &c. As if 
he ſhould. fay,- your natural Relation' unto: 4bra- 
ham, as his' Seed, will not avail in caſe of : your 
Unubelict and Impenicency: notwithttandmg, that 
Relation; you may. yea, continuin; in your Impe- 


Mitency, 'you':w:ll be rezxted of God, and con- 


ſumed by his/ Wrath. - Now the Objection that 
Fobn toretaw they would- make, was this, viz. 
That in caſe any were Rejected, ther the Promiſe 
made to Abraham would tail. God had promiled 
tobe a God torhim and-his Sced in their Genera- 
tions, and the Covenant whicrein' this Promiſe is 
contained, is an everlaſting Covenant. which ſup- 
poſes that Abrabam ſhould have a Seed throughout 
all Generations: wow, they ſay within themſelves, 
in caſe we are caſt off and thus dcalt witha], 
where ſhall Abraham have a Seed ? And it his 
Seed fail; the ' Promiſe mult alſo neceſſarily. tail, 
Now to this. Fohn anſwers, That God wasable of 
thole very Stones, to raiſe up a Sced unto Abra- 
ham : Abraham (ſhould-have a Seed, to whom the 
Promiſes ſhould be made good, though themlelves 
were rcjeced andiachtroyed 3 but notwithitanding 
what Fobn can ſay, yet they Riill hold taft their 
Deceict. Hence, | 
3. Our Lord Chriſt himſelf further purſues this 
Detign of theis Convictions Now our Lord © hritt 
D 2 {peaks 
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ſpeaks more home and full to:their Conviction, 
and he not only implies their Rejection by God, fo 
| asno longer fo be accounted either his Servants 
or Children, but proves the Dueneſs and julincſs 
of that their Rejetion, and that by a. double Ar- 
gument: The 

1. Is taken from the State they had put .them- 
ſclves into, viz. a State of Servitude. - They were, 
but Servants to another Maſter, viz. Sin ; So he 
tells them Fobn 8. 34. that Whoſotver committeth 
Sinzis a Servant of Sin: and then tells them,in v.35. 
The Servant abideth not in the Houſe for ever, but the 
Son abideth for ever : that is only proper to the Sonz 
plainly implying, that they, however naturally 
deſcended from Abrabam, yet being now become 
the Servants of Sin, ſhould (as jutily they might ) 
be rejected or calt out of the Houſe,.. that is, the 
Church of God : and conſequently, . be rejected of 
him, trom being his People. They having caſt 
off God from being their Maſter, and ſubjected 
themſelves unto another Maſter, it was but juſt 
and equal that God ſhould, as now he would, caſt 
them out of his Houſe, and conſequently, from 
being his Servants or People. 

2, He argues it, from the Relation they put 
themſelves into, to the Devil, by doing his Works: 
and hereby, had cut off their Spiritual Relation 
unto Abravam as his Seed 3 according, to the true 
import and intendment of that term Seed in the 
Covenant. Hence he tells them, ver. 39. That if 
they were Abraham's Seed, that is, his Spiritzal 
Seed, they would do the Works of Abraham, but that 
they not doing, they ceafed to be his Seed or 
Children.,Thus our Lord Chriſt tells them, ver. 44. 


g 
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Te are the Children of the Devil. And how jult and 
equal was it, that they having cur off their Rela- 
tion to Abraham as his Seed, and become the 
Children of the Devil, they ſhould be calt off by 
God, from being any longer his People, So that 
our Lord Chrilt eviaces, according to the Princi- 
ples of Reaſon, the juſtneſs of their RejeRion from 
being the People, Servants or Children of God 3 
notwithftanding the continuance of their natural 
Relation to Abraham : but yet they hold falt their 

tormer Deceit. Hence 
Lattly, "The Apolile Pax! turther 'endeavours 
their Conviction, and he doth it, by implicitely 
aſſerting not only a poſſibility that they might be, 
but that de faio, ſome,. yea many of them, were 
actually reje&ed of God from being his People, 
and by vindicating the Faithfulneſs of God, in his 
Covenant and Fromiſcs, notwithitanding that 
their Rejection. He vindicates the Faithtulne(s 
of God,. by dittinguiſhing of Abraham's Seed, and 
lhewing they were either Natural or Spiritual : 
now he ſhews that all, (tho ſome of 4brabam's Na- 
tural Seed, wiz. thoſe that diſcended, immedi- 
ately, from his Loins, and that in their pure in- 
fant State) were under the Covenant, and Pron\i- 
ſes of it as his Seed yetneither they, when grown 
up, nor any others in after-Ages, could cither tor 
themſelves or theirs, lay any juſi claim thereunto, 
meerly on the account ot their natural de+ 
ſcent from Abraham, without a perſonal Accep- 
ration of the Covenant, and performing the 
Conditions of it z and thereby becoming his 
Spiritual Seed. And hence he infers, That Gud 
might be, and was faithful to his Covenant 
D 3 and 


38 A Diſconrſe of Man's proneneſs to, 
and Promiſes, . thought they were: rezeGed by 
bin 1 5 

And yetthere is: one thing wore," in reſpe& of 
thoſe that haye (ſurvived, their diſ-ertion by the 
Romans, ,and that is,, God's actual Rejection of 
them): his actual Rejeion of then, is an unde- 
niable Evidence, of, the falſity of that Notion, 
which they had entertained and embraced 3 but 
yet natwichitanding a!l,:. they ill hold faſt that 
their Deccit,,and will needs ſuppoſe themſelves 
the only People of God, to this very day. 

Now-frem the whole of what hath þeen daid,we 
may fee how (irangely-tenacious the Jews have 
been, and (i4]] are, of this their Errour, having once 
taken up and cnbeoond it, Tney had! (behides o- 
thers) theſe fuur ſuccethyely one aftex the other ; 
the two former of whom, wereeither univerſally, 
or by the major. part of them, owned and, acknow+ 
ledgcd to be true Prophets ſent from God. the 
two latter did abundantly, yea ſuperabundantly, 
Evidence themfclves,the one to bethe true Meſſiah, 
the other to be an Apolile of his, having received 
his Doctrine by Divine Revclation, endeavouring 
cher Conviction, and that by appealing ,to their 
own Reafon and Conſcience, by dealing with 
them ina way of Argument and rational Demon- 
ftration, and by anſwering what Objections 
they could ( with any ſhew of Reaſon ) make, 

Ard ialtof all, God himfelt corfutes this their Er- 
TOur, . Þy his aCtua) Rejection of them: and, yet 
ehey hitherto have, and- liill do bold ic faſt, and 
thcreupon retuſe toreturn :. ſo tenacious 15 Man of 
Errour when once taken up and, embraced by 
him. Bur. 

Þ 2, We 
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3: We may infiance in the Churchof Rome, or 
thoſe we call Papilis; and they are a marvellous 
Inſtance, both of Man's proneneſs toErrour, and 
of his tenaciouſneſs of it when once taken up and 
embraced by him. ft is needleſs to inſtance in 
particulars, their ſirange proneneſs to, and tena- 
ciouſne(s of Errour is ſufficiently known, unto all 
that have but any acquaintance with the Tenets 


held by them 3 what ſome amonegſi them have un- 


dergone rather than they would relinquiſh them, 
and what Means have been uſed for their Convi- 
Qion! Indeed the Tenets embraced and held by 
them, (eſpecially ſome of them) are not only fo 
directly contrary to the Scriptures, but to all Prin- 
ciples of Philoſophy, yea to the common Reaſon 
and Senſe of Mankind, that their embracement, 
eſpecially their tenaciouſneſs of them, would be 
utterly unaccountable, had not the Scriptures be- 
fore declared that it ſhould be ſo, and reſolved ir 
into the ſeverity of the Divine Wrath, and juſt 
Judgment of God upon them, giving them up un- 
to Strong Delufions, #0 bellepe _. 
Lye, 2 Theſf, 2. 11. * But let parks” paced 
. prims poteſt quam 
that ſufhce for the firſt thing to porrex: ſz (ſpeak. 
be ſpoken unto 3 namely, That ing of the Papitts) 
there is a marvellous Proneneſs 7 /i corn cet- 
inbes, quan craſſa 
unto Errour in Man, as now fal- {5 oncduacts & "ffs 
len and corrupted, and that ha- perftitionum ab- 
ving once taken up and embra- ſrartary 9142 4- 
ced it, he is too commonly too never 1p 


? : muns deliria, Kc. 
tenacious of it. Vide Calv. in loc. 


Secondly, To make ſome enquiry, Whence it 


fhould come to paſs that it is ſo : Ox what the 
D 4 Caulcs 
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Cauſes are that the one or the other of thele Evils 
muſt be aſcribed unto. Now for this they mult be 
2{cribed to threetold Cauſe,and a tourth may be 
added, in cfſpecial of the latter of them. 

I. It mult be aſcribed to that Pravity and Cor- 
ruption contracted and come upon human Naturc, 
through the Fall of our Firſt Parents. That thcre 
is a molt dreadtul Pxavity and Corruption come 
upon Human Nature, thruugh the Fall of the fir(i 
Parents of Man kind, and that it is propagated 
{.ccc{hvely ftiam Parents to Children throughout 
ail Gericrations, I ſhall at preſent take tor grant- 
el. Now (lay) that this proneneſs in Men, to 
tike up and entcitain Exrour inficad of Truth,and 
aiſo their tenaciouſncls of it, when taken up and 
embraced by them, may, and mutt be.cxhinently 
aſcribed to this Fravity and Corruptioa of their 
Natures: And there are three things conliderab c, 
with reſpect unto Man as thus depraved and cor- 
ruptcd, from whence theſe Eviis now mentioned, 
proceee) and have their Riſe, And the, 

. Is, The Blindneſs and Injudiciouſneſs of the 
Mind, 

2. The Suitabieneſs and Apreeableneis of Er- 
rour to the Mind, as thus depraved aud corrupt- 
£d. M 

3- That ſome particular Luſt is thereby gra- 
_ 

- This twofold Evil (we have been diſcour- 

"Is of) proceeds from the Blindneſs and Injudi- 

clauſneſs of the Mind, The Mind bzing blinded 

and become injudicious, it is ncither able to dif- 

cern Truth, nor to diſtinguiſh betwixt Truth = 
Erroug ; and hence, Men often greedily catch a 
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aad take up Errour, under an apprenenlion that 
itis Truth, There are two things yeg remaining 
in all Men, at Jealt, that have nct in a more thay 
ordinary way debauched Nature, enclining them 
to the Truth, as abſolutely conſidered, and fo far 
as it is known to be Truth. 

1. There 15 ſomewhat of that Love» unto 
Truth, wherein the Image of God, cnitamped 
upon Natuie at the - hrit Creation, did con- 
ſit. 

2. There js a Conſcientiouſneſs of Duty to+ 
wards God. 

. Hence, even in reſpc& of thoſe in whom Can- 
ſcience hath no Interclt in,or Influence upon their 
Adts and Actions, they may yet earnelily catch at, 
and tenaciouſly hold what they apprehend to be 
Truth : but through the Darkncf> and Injudici- 
ouſneſs of their Minds, mifiaking Errour for 
Truth, they may, and uſually do take up, and te- 
naciouſly hold Errour under an apprehenhion that 
it is Truth. This ſeems to be the Caſe of the 
Sadduces, Mat. 22.21, But now when Conſci- 
ence comes 10, and joyns with that natural] Love 
unto Truth, a Man is carried out with more car- 
nefineſs to embrace ai.d hold faſt Truth: but now, 
miſtaking Errour for Truth, they embrace and 
hold tafi that , under an apprehention that it is 
Truth: This ſeems to be the Apoſtle's Caſe, 
As 23.1, And Paul earneftly beholding the Conncel, 
&c. And the more ative and effeCtual Conſcience 
is, in the exciting and ſtirring up Men to their 
Duty, 'the more earneſtly and greedily do they 
embrace Errour, and the more tenacious are they 
of it, when once embraced by them. '. They now 
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embrace and hold it faſt out of Conſcience, as tho 
it were really Truth 3 and hence oftentimes,none 
are more tenacious of Errour, than weak Belie- 
vers: And the Reaſon is, Becauſe they hold it 
both from a renewed Principle of Love to Truth, 


and alſo out of a Confcience of their Duty to- ' 


wards God, as ſuppoſing it to be Truth indeed : 
And when Men, through the Darkneſs of their 
Underliandings, miſtake Errour for Truth, it is 
no wonder though they greedily embrace it z and 
having embraced it do hold it fali. 

2. Theſe Evils procced from the Suitableneſs 
and Agreeableneſs of Errour to the Mind of Man, 
25 corrupted and depraved. 

Errour is as natural unto Man fallen, as any o- 
ther Sin is. Now there is a certain Connaturali- 
ty and Congeniality, ( ſotoſpeak ) between Sin, 
and the Nature of Man as corrupted. Hence it is, 
that he is ſaid to Drink, in Intquity like Water, 

Job 15. 16. Eating and Drink- 
 Occultaquadam 1npg are natural Aﬀtions 3 thus it 
mnateque procii- jc 25 natural for Men as now cor- 
vitate ad Hareſes, . , 
Schiſmara, men. Tupted, conlidered in their mo» 
daciay ac yeritats al Capacities to Sin, As it is to 
odewm vel deſerrs- them conſidered in their natural 
_— — ra Capacities to Eat and Drink. 
({cil. Caro noſtrs) Hence Man-fins with a like Plea- 
Sibel 5 Jude. ſurc and Delight, as he Eats and 

Drinks 3 and this holds true of 
Errour as well as any. other Sin. The Under- 
ſtanding of - Man ſiands averſe from God, and 
whatever is from him, Rom. 8, 7. and is ſfirongly 
inclined to whatever bears 4 contrariety to him. 
And hence it is, that through the Connaturalneſs 

of 
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of Errour unto Men, that it is after a fort ſweet 
untothem, even as Truth is to a renewed Mind. 
Hence Hereſy is reckoned up among? the Works 
of the Fleſh, Gal, 5.20, And hence, as the Apo- 
file Fames (peaks of Envy, the Flcth luſteth to its; 
the-like may be ſaid of Errour, the Fleſh luſteth to 
it- Whence that Combate or Conflict between 
the Fleſh and the Spirit in regenerate perſons, is 
between Truth and :Ertour, : as well as between 
any other Vice, and Veriue or Grace, - that lie in a 
dixect Oppolition one unto the other: And 
from this Connaturalneſs of Errour unto the 
Minds of Men, we may obſcrve theſe two 
_—_ 
- That Man naturally inclines to Errour from 

F very Womh. 

| Hence jt is expreſſed as one Fe of - Ori- 
gina] Sip, that all Men are gone ahde, Pſal, 
14: compared with Rom. 3, | and that from 
the very Womb, as the Pfalmilt telis us, Pſal. 
$9. 3+ 

Now Men are faid to be gone afide, not 
only in reſpect of their outward Ways and 
Actions, -but in refpe& of the internal Acts of 
their Souls 3 their Underttandings are gone a- 
ſide, - or deviated from Truth tq Errour, as 
well as their Wilks and AﬀeGctions are gone 
alide, or turned from God unto the World, 
Henge- Errour always . anticipates Truth, un» 
leſs prevented by ſupernatural Illuminations, .or 
ſome Infiructions from without. 
- 2+ That the Mind of Man as corrupted na» 
turally, or if left to 1ts own natural Inclina- 
tion, embraces Erxour and rejects Truth gs 
tals, 


Qremadmedum 
Terr 4, qua propter 
precutums maleds- 
Aarft multo ferd- 
ers fert (pinas & 
Tribulos, etiam ſi- 
ne Cultura, quam 
T 1ticum,&c, Sic 
Terr4 Cgrnis no- 
fire mults capacior 
et rmpie Dottyi-: 
£5 quam P!12e » 
qu14 nature (u- 
mus 1mpis & ma- 
ls, \ | 
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talis My meaning is not that 
the Mind doth embrace Errour, 
or reje& Truthas known to be 
ſo, but it embraceth Errour and 
rejects Truth, meerly from that 
Suitableneſs and Agreeableneſs 
that is between it, as corrupted, 
and Errour, and the Unſuitable- 


neſs and Diſagreement that is 


between it and Truth, Hence 
Men embrace Errours and reject 
Truth, tho there be no rational 
inducement {o todo. That is a 
remarkable Paſſage of our Lord 


Chriſt, John 8.45. Becauſe I tell 
you the Truth, ye believe me not. The very Delign 
ot iour Lord Chrili, is to ſhew the Reaſon of the 
Jews rejeGing his DoGrine, and that was the un- 
fuitableneſs and unagreeableneſs of it to their cor- 
rupted Natures. Hence he tells them in ver. 47. 
_ that they heard not the Word, becauſe they were 
not of God 3 that is, they were not born of God ; 
they were not Partakers of the Divine Nature,as Peter 
ſpeaks. There is an unſuitablene(s, yea acontra- 
riety between divine Truth and an unregenerated 
Nature. Hence, as the Will and Aﬀections reje& 
practical Truth, fo the Underſtanding rejects 
ſpeculative Truth, and that'meerly becauſe it is 
Truth ; as he (aid, Non amo te, &c. So Men 're- 
ject Truth, when they can give no reaſon for 
their fo doing, only they'tind their Minds averſe 
unto it. And from henceit is ſometimes,that'the 


clearer Diſcoveries there are of Truth,the more the 
Minds of Men are averſe unto, and hardened a- 
gainlt it, 


3 There 
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3» There is ſome Luft gratified by Errour. 
There is hardly any, if-any, Errour at all, but the 
embracement of it is a gratitication of Yome Lult, 
either of the Fleſh, orof the Mind 3 as the Apolile 
diſtinguiſhes, Eph. 2. 3. Truthlies ina direct Op- 
poſition to all the Lulis, corrupt AﬀeRions, and 
Paſhons of Men 3 inſoruch, that in cafe a Man 
had an exa& and perfect Syſtem of Truth in his 
Underttanding, there could no Luſtor corrupt At- 
feion ſtir within him, but it would immediately 
meet with a check from that Light of Truth in the 
Underſianding 3 and weie the Underſtanding but 
throughly ſandtified, and by ſanGitying Grace, 
with the concurring Efhcacy of the Spirit, enabled 
to guide and rule the whole Man as it ought, and 
at the firſt Creation was appointed to do, they 
would thereby be effeQtually curbed and refirain- 
ed. Hence is that ot the Apolile, Eph. 4. 2021» 
where having io the foregoing Verſe (poken of the 
corrupt Manners of the Gentiles, he immediately 
ſubjoins, Bt ye have not ſo learned Chriſt > that is, 
you have not either been inſtructed by the Do- 
CGrine, or guided by the Practice of Chrilt to lead 
ſuch Lives as they doz neither the DoQtrine nor 
Example of Chrilt tzacheth you to live as they do, 
fulblling the Defires of the Fleſh and of the Mind: 
no (as if he ſhould ſay) both the Doctrine and 
Example of Chriſt, intirut and guide you to a 
quite different Life, even a Life ot Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs. Now mark how he proceeds, If 
ſo be ye have heard bim, and have been taught by him, 
as the Truth is in Feſis, &e. that is, it you have 
ſavingly learned the Truths contained in his Do- 
Eirine, and exemplified in his PraRice, you wil 
not 
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not live as do the Gentiles ;* that Light of Truth 
held forth in the Doctrine, and 1!lutirated 'in' the 
Life and Practice of Jelus Chriltt, will curb, © re- 
ſtrain, and effecually keep you from ſuch a Lifeas 
they live. © Whence it appears, that as the'Truth 
Tres in a dire& Oppoſition to all che Lufits, Aﬀe- 
Gions and Paſhons, that are found either in the 
Fleth or in the Minds of Men fo when it is learns 
ed and underftood ina ſaving manner, all thoſe 
Luſts and corrupt Aﬀettions are curbed and: re- 
firained, that is, they are ſo according to the 
meaſure and degree in which that Light ot Truth 
is received and fanctihned unto Men. 

Hence again is that Petition of our Lord Chriſt, 
on the behalt of his Diſciples. SanFify them through 
thy Truth : John 17.17, Now as the Truth lics 
in ſuc a dire& Oppokition to' the Lults and Cor- 
tuptions of Men, fo there is no Errour but it hath 
a compliance with ſome Luſt, - either in the Fleſh, 
or in the Mind, and by the embracement of it, 
that a curb or rcliraint laid upon ſuch a Luſt by 
the oppoſite Truth, is taken off 3 and conſequent- 
ly, that Luſt is gratified : for then is Luſt gratitied 
when the Retiraints it before lay under, from 'the 
Light of Truth in the Underfianding,are taken off, 
and it acts freely without any controul from Con- 
ſcience. 

Toc!ear up this only in two lnftances. 

T1. Letus ſee it in that Errour entertained and 
taken up by the Galatians. What it was, we 
have already ſeen: Now, that Errour had an apt 
compliance with that -Lult-of Pride, connatural 
untoall Men, as corrupted and depraved through 
the Fall. Man naturally,thtough the Pride of his 

| Heart, 
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Heart, would fain be his own Saviour; at leaſt 
would have a joint Intereſt with Chriſt, in pur- 
chaſing and procuring his own Julttication and 
Salvation, He would have ſomewhat to glory in, 
and boali ofznow,that Errour did comply with that 
Lult connatural unto all Men : and from hence it 
was, that the Galatians did fo readily fallin with it 
and embrace it. 

2, Letus ſee it in that Errour taken up and fo 
tenaciouſly held by the Jews. Theirs was an Er» 
rour that had a compliance with all Luſt, or with 
Luſt in the general. They ſuppoling themſelves 
as the Seed of Abraham, ſecure as to their Cove- 
nant-State, and the enjoyment of the good of 
Promiſes, can now indulge themſclves in the tul- 
filliog of their Luſts without controul. And thus, 
ſhould we go over all manner of Errours,we might 
calily diſcover a compliance they have, in one re- 
ſpc& or another, with one Lult or another 3 and 
from this Compliance that Errour hath with Luſt, 
and the Gratification that it reccives therefrom, it 
is that Men are fo prone to entertain, and having 
entertained.are fo tenacious of Errour. And from 
the whole we may inter, that as unregenerate 
Perſons are more prone to Errour, and having em- 
braced it, are more tenacious of it than the Rege- 
nerate3 fo the leſs the Natures of any that arc Re- 
generate or Sanctihed, the more Corruption pre- 
vails, the more prone they are to embrace Errour, 
and the more tenacious are they of it, when once 
embraced by them. Hence we ſhall find in Scrip- 
tures that as to eſpecially the more groſs and 
dangerous Errours or Herelies, they uſually have 
been takep up and embraced, either by Men of 
COT- 
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corrupt Minds (as the Apoſfile ſpeaks) or elfe by 
very weak Chriſtians, ſuch as have little Grate, 
but much Corruption abounding in them, Hence, 
as thoſe Seducers mentioned, in 2 Tim.2.16,17;18. 
and again, in Chap. 3.6; are implied to be ſuch as 
have a Forniof Godlineſs, bat deny the Porper of tt ; 
ſo the Perſons by them ſeduced, are peculiarly 
faid to be filly Women laden with Lults; 2 Tim, 3; 
5.6,7. And hence, out Lord Chrili gives it as a 
Character of falſe Teachers, that they bring forth e- 
vil Fruit, they are Men of corrupt Hearts, and 
their Actions are anſwerable, Mat. 7. 15. or elfe, 
they are vety weak, tho {incere Chiiltians3 fo it 
was with the Galatians. Hence, the Apoſtle 
writes to them as little Children 3 Tenxitatem fides 
- denotat, Tho they feerted to be grown Chtittians, 
yet they were but little Children, weak in Grace; 
but having their Cotruptions firong in them, But 
let that fuffice for the hrit Caufe of this two-fold 
Evil, we have hitherto difcourled of, that is found 
amongſt Men. h 
II. Man's pronenefs to; atid tethaciouſneſs of 
Errour, mult be in part aſcribed unto Satan. Sa- 
'F ran hath no little Interelt itt all the Errours, De- 
ll * ceits, and Falfthoods found among Men. The 
8 Deception of the World by the Antichriliian Er- 
rours and Deceits, is eminently afcribed anto him; 
Rev, 12, 9. He 1s ſaid there to deceive the Nati- 
ons: he invents Errours (fo to fpeak) and then 
inſuſes them into the Minds of Men. 
Men ſometimes applaud themfelves, when they 
have, as they may poſſibly ſappoſe, found out any 
new Dodtrine or Tenet, any Notion that differs 


from the common Sentiments of Profeſfours, and 
they 
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they thihk they Have diſcovered a Truth that was 
before hid frotn others : hcreupori they hug it, as 
tho it were the Fruit of their own Sagatity, pier- 
cing Undettiandings,or peculiar Dil:getice andIn- 
cultty, when alas it's only a Brat of Satan's beger- 
ting in their Fancies;and fubtilly conveyed to their 
Underlitandings. 

Satan is the great Promoter of Etrour among 
Men.afid he is not ohly the Promoter of it amongſt 
Mem of corrupt Minds, (who are the proper ſub- 
jeas of his own Kingdom) bur he is the great 
Promotcrof it even amongſt Saints themſelves, 
Hence the Apoſtle Paul was fo jealous of the Co- 
rinithiagns, 2 Cor. 11-3. I fear (ith he) left as 
the Serpent, that is Satan, beguiled Eve, ſo yout 
Minds, viz. throngh the fame ſubtilcy of this 
Setpetit, ſhould be corrupted from the Simplicity that 
# in Chriſt. An4 lience, our Watch againlt Satan 
ought to be exerciſed with reſpect unto Errours, 
as well as to any other Evils whatſoever, he {till en- 
deavouring to corrupt the Minds of the Saints 
themſelves from che Sitnplicity that is in Chriſt. 
And not to infict upon the Power that Satan hath 
to deceive the Minds of Men, I ſhall only intimate 
ſome few Reaſons, why Satan is fo induſitious to 
promote Ertouts alnong Men, eſpecially among 
Saints. And, 

I. It is beciuſe of that Love he bears to; and 
that Pleaſure he takes in Errour, as it is agreeable 
to his own degenerated and cotrupted Nature. 
Satan is the moft degenerated and depraved of all 
Creatures, there is nothing of Moral Good in himz 
ho Truth in his Underfianding, no Moral Vertuc 
in his Wilt ; fo our Loid Chriſt cells the i 
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hath no Truth in him, John 8. 44. And hence, he 
bears the gxeateti Enmity unto, and hath an ir- 
ach Antipathy againſt Truth, as well as 
againſt Moral Good: and on the other hand, hath a 
love unto.and takes pleaſure in Errour,Deceit and 
Falſhood, As ſoine Men are faid to Love and to 
makea Lye, Rev. 22,15, it ſcems to be meant 
principally of Eriour. Now it Men may degenc- 
rate ſo faras to love a Lye, the like is true, and 
that in a higher Degree, of Satan, he loves a Lye: 
hence he is (aid to be the Father of a Lye, in the 
place before mentioned : whence he is ſill ſugge- 
ſting Errour and Deceit to the Minds of Men, and 
that mcerly from that Love he bears toy, and Plea- 
ſare he takes therein. Asit is ſaid of God, he is 
the Father of Mercy, 2 Cor. 1.3. He ſheweth Mer- 
cy from his own native Inclination and Propen- 
fity thereunto, tho there be no other Motive but 
the Miſery of the Creature 3 ſo Satan is the Father 
of a Lye,he promotes it among Men from his meer 
love to and pleaſure in it. 

2, It is becauſe he takes Pleaſure and Delight 
in deceiving and deluding Men. And this Plea- 
{arc and Delight eminently ariſeth from the Grati- 
hcation of his own Luſts thereby 3 for Satan hath 
his Luſts as well as Men, Fohn 8. 44. and theſe 
Lults are gratitied by his deceiving and deluding 
of Mcn : As for Inltance 3 

1. In that Luſt of Pride, Satan is the 
proudeſt of all Creatures, and he is emi- 
nently- proud of his intelleual Endowments. 
Hence he accounts it his Glory, and prides him- 
{cif in over-reaching and dejuding Men, and the 
wiſer any are, the more doth Satan endeavour to 
deceive 
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deceive them, the more he prides hitnfe!f in decei- 
ving them. And hence in fom@ Senſe, iris a 
greater Pleaſure and Delight to Satan, to delude 
and deceive Saints, then to deceive and delude 
others, becauſe they have a higher Degree of Wif- 
dom than others have, and conſequently, he ac- 
counts ft a greater Glory to deceive them tian 
others. 

2, There is his love of Soveratgnty 2nd Do- 
minion. He would be a God, wou'd have an 
untverfal Dominion over ail Men,and by deluding, 
and deceiving them, he conquers and ſubJues 
them to himfelf, at leaft fo far as they are deceived 
by him, and it is more Pleaſure to him to conquer 
Men by Deceit,than by meer Force: as Men proud 
of their Wit or Policy, take more Pleaſure in con- 
quering theit Encmics by their Wiles and Strata- 
germs, than by open Force 3 ſoit is with Satan, 
Heteby, he doth not only gratihe that Luſt of love 
to Soveraignty and Dominion, but alſo that Lutt of 
Pride: he gratifies a double Luti thereby. I mighc 
Inſtance in his Malice, Revenge,and the like, but 
I thall contra. 

3- It is from his Enmity againſt God. Satan 
aQts in a way of the greateſt Enmity againſt God 
that it is poſſible for a Creature to do, and he 
knows that Errour and Deceit in the Minds of 
Men, is highly difpleafing and hacefut unto him : 
on what account it is fo;may be fhown afterwards; 
ar prefent I only fay, Satan knows that it is fo. 
Hence out of meer Enmity unto him, were there 
no other Motive inducing him thereunto,he would 
endeavour to promote Errour & the uimott of his 
Power among Men, 

*” 4, It 
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4. It is from his deſire more and more to corrupt, 
deprave and viiate the Naturcsof Men: and he 
knows Errour doth fv. 

Laſily, It is becauſe Errour difpofes Men to Sin, 
And it doth fo three ways. 

1. By defiling and Cepraving their Natures. 
We way ſuppoſe that our fir{i Parents entertaining 
that Errour, viz. That, eating of the forbidden 
Fruit, they ſhould be like unto God, knowing 
Good and Evil, had their Na'ures corrupted, and 
thereby become diſpofed to the actual tranſgrefhion 
of that Prohibition. 

2. According to the Nature and Quality of the 
Errour, it takes off that Relizaint that the Light 
of the oppolite Truth laid upon the Lults, corrupt 
Afcdtions, and Paitlions of Men. 

3. Errour it ſelf leads and carries out Men to Sin. 
Men through the Errour of their Underltandings, 
often think that to be lawful, poſſibly a Duty, 
which indeed is a Sin 3 yea a very great and hei- 
nous Sin : as in Parl's Caſe bctore his Converhon, 
Alls 26.9. Seeallo Fohn 16.2. So ſometimes 
they think that is ſinful, which is not only lawful, 
but an important Duty, Peter before he was in- 
ſtructed by that Viſion, ſeems to have thought it 
to have bzen unlawtul to go into,or converſe with 
the Gentiles, tho to preach the Goſpel to them 3 
ſo Ads 28, Hence the Jews forbid the Apoliles to 
preach the Goſpel to the Gentiles, that they might 
be ſaved, 1 Theſſ. 2. 16. Men often, through ſome 
Errour, tin out of Conſcience. Conſcience it ſelf, 
through the Errour of the Underlianding, becomes 
a Patron of Sin, and that both of Omiſlion and 
Commiſhon. 

4. Er- 
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4- Errour ſometimes provokes God to give up 
Men to the Lulis of their own Hearts, and to the 
Power of Satan 3 all thoſe Evils and Abominati- 
ons found amongſt the Gentiles, are ſaid to be a jujt 
recompence of their Errour, Rom. 1.27. Now Satan 
endeavouring with all his might, to promote Sin 
amongſt Men (his Kingdom conliliing' therein } 
,,endeavours to promote Errour, as fubſervient and 
introductory thereunto. Theſe are ſome of the Rea- 
ſons why Satan ſo indultriouſly endeavours to 
promote Errour amongii Men, and from that ad- 
vantage he has againlt Men, yea,good Men, partly 
through that acceſs he has as a Spiritual Being to 
their Sou's, and parily, through that Darkneſs, 
Corruption, and natural proneneſs unto Errour 
he finds in them, he too often prevails. From 
whence Men, yea good Men, more calily cnter- 
tain, and more tenaciouſly huid Errour than they 
would do, from the meer Pravity and Corruption 
of their own Natures. Bur, 

HI. Many Men's Pronenets to, and an{wcarably. 
their actual embracement and tenaciouſnels of 
Errour, may, and mult be afcribed to the Wrath 
and Diſpleaſure of God againli them 3 Errours 
are often ſore Judgments, they are the Effects of 
the Wrath and Diſpleafure of God againit Men : 
there are, its truc,varicty of Errours, Miliakes,and 
Miſapprehenfions.difſonant trom, and contrary to 
that Syltem of Truch contained in the Scriptures, 
found with the belt of Men, which are conlilicnt 
with the ſpecial Love and Favour of G''d, but for 
more groſs Errours,there is uſually a pecultar hand 
of God in them: they are ordinarily the Effects 
of his Diſpleaſure, if not vindictive Wrath againft 
E 3 Men, 
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Xen. And I fear it will at laſt be found, that 
many of thoſe Errours taken up, and embraced 
by Prot. fſorsin this Age, which pcſhibly may be 
made bur Jight of, and reckoned amongli the In- 
tirmitics of Saints, will yet be found the dreadful 
Effects of Divine Diſpleaſure, it not vindictive 
Wrath 3 and tho it is certain, God never gives his 
own People up to Errour, asan Effect ct his vin- 
d ftive Wrath and Jultice, yet he may doit as an 
Effect cf his fore Difpleaſure : God may puniſh 
Sin with Sin, and con(. quently, Sin with Er- 
rour,in his own People. Hence Men, yea let me 
ſay. good Men, may take their cmbracement of 
ſuch a DoQtrine, or Tenet, and their taking up 
and walking in ſuch a Practice, as an Effect of the 
ſpecial Love and Favour of God to them, they 
may think he hath favoured them with the 
knowleJg of that Tyuth which is hid from others, 
when as what they conceit Truth, may be 2 
very groſs Errour 3 and conſequently, their em- 
bracen.ent of it, may be an Effc& of the Anger or 
Diſpleaſure of God apainli them 5: the Conhidera- 
fon whereof, ſhould cauſe us to walk with a holy 
Fear avd Trembling, and excite to a more full 
2nd dil:gent Enquiry, W hether we have not em- 
braced Errour intiead of Truth, This is certain, 
Frrour is ficquently an Effect of Divine Wrath and 
Diſpleaſure : The Apolile expreſly ref..Ives the 
Errours in the Antictrifttian Kingdom unto this 
Caute, in that forccited 2 Theſſ, 2. 11. and when 
thcre is the ſuperaddition of this Cauſe to the two 
former,when there is not only the Pravity of Man's 
Own Nature, and the ordinary Energy or work- 
ing of Satan, but the Wrath orDiſplcaſure of God 1s 
out 
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out againſt Men, and that expreſſed this way,viz: 
with reference to their embracement and holding 
of Errour, it muſt neceſfarily bz that they will hz 
firongly inclined to, and ('rangely tenacious of it, 
when embraced by trem. Hence it is, that all 
manner of Errours do ſo abourd in, and are {6 
tenaciouſly held by the Subjects of that Kingdom; 
God, faith the Apoſtle, ſpall ſend them ſtrong Deluſi- 
ons, the Greek is, T4 cuToy every mArys, 
which may be tranſlated two ways, cithcr God 
{hall put into them the Efficacy of Errour, T*u« 
for Txe@m4uI a, and then we are to take Errour 
ſ{ubjeRively, for that natural Inclination and Pro- 
penſity unto Errour, contracted by the Fall; and 
the meaning is, God {hall put into them an erro- 
neous Inclination, that hath an Efficacy in it, or 
he ſhall put an Efhcacy into that erroneous Tnclina- 
tion, connatural unto Men, Or, 2. God hal 
ſend unto them the Efficacy of Errour; that is,cfle- 
Gual Error, and fo we are to take Errour obje- 
tively, viz. for any falſe Doftrine, or corrupe 
Tenet, whether rcſpeting mattcrs of Faith, or 
matters of Practice z God ſhall ſend unto them 

Errour, cloathed with an Efhcacy, to the capti- 
vating their Minds, to the embraccment and te- 

nacious holding of it.But it may be urged, How can 

it be (aid that God puts into, or ſends unto Men 

the Efficacy of Errour ? To that in brict, I anſwer, 

It implics four things. 

1. God's wuhdrawment of that common cone 
courſe of his Spirit, vouchſated ordinarily unto 
Men, whereby there is a Reſtraint laid upon that 
corrupt Inclination unto Erroar, then it doth not 


work fo effeGually as otherwiſe it would do. And, 
F, + 2. Here- 
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2. Hereupon Men are left to the full energy -or | 
workings of that corrupt Inclination; that corrupt f 
Inclination Exerts, and puts forth it ſelf, accor- 
ding to the degree i in which that forementioned 
Reſtraint is taken off. And this corrupt Inclination 
4... al it ſelf two ways. 

. In an inward Deſire after, or Appetite (fo 
to (weak) unto Errozr, before it be ſugyetted or 
preſented to the Mind. This the Apolile exprefſerth 
by a metaphoyica] Term, Kr1S%mroi, tching, 
2 Tim,4.3. The timeſhall come, faith he, when Men 
ſhall have itching Ears 3 the meaning is, Men ſhall 
have atirong Inclination to,qr Defire after new Do- 
ctrine, or after cor:upt and unſound Doctrines, Wo 
chat may pleaſe and gratify their Lulls, 

2. This corrupt Inclination, when, and fo far 5 
that forementioned Reltraint is taken off, expre(- 
{eth it ſelf in an cager or greedy catching at, and 
embracement of Erroyr, when ſuggeſied or pre- 
ſented unto the Mind 3 whence, as the Apolile 
ſpeaks of the Gemiles, being left of God, They gave 

«7 themſelves to Laſciviouſneſs, to work all uncleanneſs 
ith greedineſs, Eph.4.18,19, So when God takes 
off the common Retirain: of his Spirit, from that 
corrupt Inclination unto Errovr, that is ſeated in 
thelIndcr(tandings of Men, will work with a migh- 
ty Efficacy, ſo as that Meu are carried cut tothe 
embracement of it with grezdineſs, and having 
embraced will hold it faſt. 

3. That God doth fo oxder and diſpoſe of 
things in a providential way, as that Errour or F 
falſe Dodtrines ſhall be brought nnto Men. There | 
m/s be Errour, ſaith the Apolile, that the ſound may 
be made manife jR. 1 


4. And 
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4+ And Laſily, God gives them up to Satan, 

q and Satan works to the furtherance ang promotion 
a of Men's embracement and tenacious holding of 
Erroyr, two ways. 

1. By working upon that corrupt Inclination, 
and Propenfity in the Underſianding unto Erroxr, 
and hereby Men given up unto the Power of Sa- 
tan come to have,as the Apolile ipeaks, a Spirit of 
Errour : as the Spirit of God intuſerh into Belic- 
vers, @ Spirit of Truth; ſo Satan infuſeth into 
Men @ Spirit of Errour, Hence we read of a Spirit 
of Errour, and a Spirit of Truth, 1 John 4. 6. E- 
very Man is atuatcd beyond the ordinary working 
of his own natural Inclinations, whether in a gra- 
cious or lintul way, bya ſupernatural Agent 3 Be- 
lievers are aCtuatcd by the Spirit of God, wicked 
Men by Satan. 

2. Satan concurs and joins in with Exrroxr, 
when externally preſented to the Mind 3 whereby 
it comes to have a mighty Efficacy in it, tothe 
captivating Men to the embracement of it: as it is 
ſaid of the Word of God, 1 Theſſ. 2. 13. where, , 
we have the ſame Words uſed in that Verb; #t 
worketh effeually in them that believe, When the 
Word of God is accompanied and <loathed with 
the Power of the Spirit, it has a mighty Efficacy 
init (and that as the Apoſile ſpeaks, 2 Cor. 10. 
4, 5-) To the pulling down of ſtrong Holds : caſting 
down Imaginations, and every high thing that exal- 
T8 2th ir ſelf againſt the knowledg of God, and to the 
| - bringing into Captivity every thought in obedience unto 
| Chriſt. So when Erroxr, or any falſe Doctrine is 
accompanied and cloathed with the Power of Sa- 
tan, it hath a mighty Efficacy in it, even to the 
| pulling 
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pulling down ſirong holds, or whatever riſeth up 
in the Soul ip oppoſition to it, and to the capti- 
vating the Underſtandings of Men, to the em» 
bracement of it. Now, when there is the concurs 
rence of theſe foux things, then God may be ſaid, 
to have put into Men the Efhcacy of Errour, or | 
ſent unto Men effe&tua] Errowur; only this may be ' 
added asa Cloſe, that God may, and does put 
into, or ſend unto Men the Efficacy of Errowr, or ; 
effctual Erroxr in various degrees3 but in reſpect 
of the Subjects of the Antichriftian Kingdom, or 
the Favourers of, and Adherers to the Man of Sin, 
God has put into, or ſent unto them the Efhcacy 
of Errc:er, or effeQual Errour, if not in the higheft 
degree, ſimply, and abſolutely poflible, yet in a 
very high degree, he hath ſent them ſtrong Deluſions, 
ſo that in reſpe& of them,there 1s the concurrence 
of all theſe Caſes, and that working at a very 
high rate,they have the ſame Pravity of Nature in 
common with all Men. Satan endeavours to pro- 
mote Errour among them,and as an addition unto 

»all, God has ſent unto them ſtrong Delufions : he hath 
ina very great meaſure, withdrawn that common 
concourſe of his Spirit, which is ordinarily vouch- 
{afed unto other Menz whereupon that natural 
Propenſity unto Errozr, deeply rooted in Human * 
Nature,exerts it ſelf with great force and violence, 
they are given up in a very great meaſure unto 
Satan's Power, The Coming, and we may add, the 

; Continuance of the Man of Sin, is (aid to be, ac- 
cording to the working, voT' ewipyercv TS 0aTUG, 
the effetlual working of Satan. Satan has a very 
great Power over all wicked Men, The ſame Word 


is uſed to {ct forth his working in them, that is 
uſcd 
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uſed to ſet forth the working of the Spirit of God 
in Believers 3 but of all Men, Satan has a pe- 
culiar Power over the Men of that Combination 
and an{werably, works at a very ſtrange rate of 
E theacy in them, they want not. Men to divulge 
Erreurs amongſt them, they are given up to Satan, 
to concur with Erroxr, and heighten its Efficacy, 
and that from the ſeverity of Divine Wrath againti 
them, And from all it is,that ſuch abſurd, ridicu- 
lous, and damnable Erroxrs, are taken up and te- 
naciouſly held by them. And according, as there 
is a Concurrence of thele three Cauſes, Men do, 
and will have a Propenlity, eagerlv to catchat,and 
embrace Errour, and having embraced it, will 
tenaciouſly hold it. And hence as ſirange, ab- 
furd and damnable Errowrs, and Herefics are taken 
up, and held with a like (irange tenaciouſneſs, by 
ſome, who yet fiile themſclves Protcfiants, as 
thoſe taken up and held in che Antichriſtian 
Kingdom. Yea, I may add, that from the ſame 
Caules, tho working ina lower way, ſometimes 
very ttrange and palpable Errozrs, tho not dam- 
nable Hereſies, are embraced, and held with an 
unrecountable tenaciouſneſs by thoſe, concerning 
whom there is ground of hope, they ſhall only 
loſe their work, through the revelation made of 
it, by that Fire by which themſelves ſhall be a- 
ved 3 but let that ſuffice tor the three Cauſes, 
whereunto both Men's proneneſs to, and tenaci- 
ouſneſs of Errozer, may, and muſt be in common 
aſcribed, 
* But Fourthly. There is yet another Cauſe that 
may be athgned, in ſpecial, of Men's tenaciouſ- 
nels of Errowr, when once taken up and ermbra- 
| ced 
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ced by them, and that is, carnal or corrupted 


Self-Love, This Self-Love is the Cauſe and Root 
of all Evils, and this is an Evil, 


Cauſa (5 radix 
ommitem malorum, 


Muſc, 


rate Perſons, but to Saints them- 
ſelves; yea, there is too much of 
it in the beſt of Saints; tho there 
be a true Love to God, yet Selt-Love fo prevails, 
as that Love to God is much weakened thereby 
tho they love God ſincerely, yet they may love 
him too little, and themſelves too much > and 
this Self-Love is over and above the three former, 
the great Cauſe of Men's tenacjouſneſ(s of Errowr, 
when taken up and embraced by them, And ifit 
be ſaid, How doth this carnal and corrupt Self- 
Love work towards Men's tenacious holding of 
Erronr, when taken up and embraced by 
them ? 

1. I anſwer; Sclt-Love cauſes Men to over- 
value, and Over-ween themſelves, and in particu- 
lar their own Underitandings and Judgments. A 
deep and piercing Underſianding, anda clear and 
ſound Judgment haye an excellency in them, and 
arc ornamental to Human Nature. Now, Self- 
Love expreſſeth it {elf, in Men's wiſhing well to 
themſelves. Hence cvery one woulg have, at leaſt 
would appear to have, what they apprehend an 
excellency in, and to be ornamental unto them 3; 
and, quod volum facile credimus. Hence, from the 
exceſs of Selt-Love, Men are cafily brought to 
perſuade themſelves, that that is true of them, 
which they would have, at leaſt would have ap- 

ear to be true of them 3 and anſwerably, appre- 
mardens an Excellency and Glory in ſuch an = 
at- 


incident not only to unregene- 
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derſtanding and Judgment, they cafily perſuade 
themſelves their own are fuchz and hgeupon do 
overvalue themſelves. Self-Love, as one (peaks, 
is a multiplying and magnifying-Glaſs, it repre- 
ſents Men to themſelves double to what they are 
in reality and Truth 3 Hence, a bad Glaſs for 
Men to look on themſelves in, yet it is too com- 
mon for Men to look upon themſelves in this Glaſs: 
Hence they conceit they have clearer and more 
piercing Underſiandings and Judgments than in- 
deed they have : and thereupon,conceit themſelves 
not liable to thoſe Miſtakes, Miſapprehenfions, or 
falſe Reaſonings that other Men are ſubje& unto 3 
and conſequently,ſuſpe not themſelves to havea 
Lye in their right Hand, when yet indeed they 
have. Lean not to thine own Underſtanding, faith 
Solomon, implying a proneneſs in Men to do it, 
and that ſuppoſcs an over value that Men have for 
their own Underliandings} were they ſenſible, and 
apprehenſive of the Shallowne(s, Darkneſs, and 
Deceiveableneſs of their Underſiandings, they 
would not lean unto themz but when Men 
value their Undertitandings and Judgments, the 
lean to them, as ſufficient to guide them into 
Truth, and ſecure them from Errour and Deceit : 
and no wonder, tho Men are very tenacious of 
Errour when they have embraced it, who ſuppoſe 
themſelves above the danger of it, at leaſt, in lefs 
danger than ordinarily Men are. 

2. Self- Love cauſes men to conceit themſelves 
higher in the Love & Favour of God, than indeed + 
they are. Men are apt to think the Love of God 

unto thery, muſt bear a proportion to the value 
they have tos themſelves 3 and hence conceit _ 
elves 
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ſelves to be peculiarly priviledged with the Know-, 


ledg of Trath, and that God from that Love he 
bears to them,* will ſecure them from Errour; It 
was not from Haman's Deſert, fo much as from his 
Selt-Love, that he flatters himſelf with a conceit 
of being Abaſuerus his Favouritez and conſequent- 
ly, the only Man whom he delighted to ho.-xur. 
Self-Love often cauſes Men, to think they are 
higher in the Love of Men, than indeed they are; 
and anfwerably, they are apt to over-rate the 
Love of God to them, and ſuppofe themfelves to 
be as high in his Love, as they fuppofe themſelves 
to be in the Love of Men 3 not but that there are 
ſome, who are cfpecial Favourites of, God: and 
anſwerably, arc priviledged with a fpecia} Know- 
ledg of Truth, and fecured from, ar leaſt, - any 
groſs Errours, but many meerly through Self-Love 
arrogate this to themfelves, when they have no 
juft ground fo ro do. Hence fſuſpe& not them- 
felves of thoſe Errours they have indeed taken up 
and embraced. | 

3. Self-Love begets in Men an unwillingneſs 
to take notice of, and blinds their Minds, that 
they do not ſee theirown Defects, Weakncfſ«, 
and Imperfe&ions : Fhe old Proverb is, Vhs amor 
thi nulla deformitas, And by how much the ſtron- 
ger Love is, by ſo much the more unwilling Men 
are to take notice of 3 the more cffetually are their 
Minds blinded by it, that they neither do,nor can 
ſee any Deformity in its ObjeR. It is to- admi- 
ration, how the excethve Love of ſome Parents 
to their Children, will blind their Eyes, that they 
ſee not thoſe Evits and Mifcarrages in ther, 
which are obvious and plain to all others! Now, 
as 
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as a Man is nearcli to himſelf, ſo Love ordinarily 
worketh moſt {irongly towards himſelf. Hence 
their Self Love blinds theif Minds, that they 
ſee not their own Evils, but flatter them- 
ſelves as tho Innocent, when yet all others cannot 
but greatly condemn them: See Pſal. 36. 2. 
Hence it ſeems to be, that David himſelf ſaw not 
his Evils in the Murther of Uriab, and commit- 
ting Adultery with Bathſheba, and after taking 
her to be his Wife 3 and therefore, Nathan en- 
deavours his Conviction, by repreſenting his Caſe 
in another Man's, where Selt Love could have no 
influence upon him\,to blind his Mind, 2 Sam.12, 
beginning. Thus, in point of Errouwr, Men 
through the exceſs of Selt-Love, neither are wil- 
ling to, nor do fce, either the defects of their 
own Underltandings, nor the Miſiakes, Errours 
and falſe Reaſonings, they have taken upand are 
ſeduced by : And hence, having once taken up 
Errour inſiead of Trath, are fo tenacious of 
it. 

4+ Sclf-Love oppoſes Men, in owning and ac- 
knowledging themſelves under any Guilt, whe- 
ther of Errour it (elf, or any other Sin, as the ecf- 
feRof it 3 how hard is it to convince Men,that are 
under the prevalency of Self Love, that they are 
under any Guilt, through the prevalency of Sclt- 
Love? Men are willing to perſuade themſelves all 
is well between God and them, and thereupon ta 
ſpeak Peace to themſelves; they have more Chari- 
ty far themſelves, than to ſuppoſe them(elves 
Guilty and beſides, were they Guilty, they mult 
own the diſpleaſure of God out againſt them, and 
that they arc in danger of Judgments and Chaltile- 
ments 


— 
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ments from him 3 But this they are unwilling 
ſhould be, 2nd therefote are willing to perſuade 
themſelves that it is hot 3 and yet further, ſuppoſe 
they are Guilty, they mult apply themſelves to 
thoſe hard at:d unpleating Works ot Repentance, 
and Selt- Hamiliation, which they are unwilling 
ro doz arid hence would fain have all things well 
with them at preſent, And hereupon, tho they 
have taken up and embraced Error, yet they are 
ſo hardly convinced of it 3 grant but ſach a Do- 
Qrine or Tenet which they have eſpouſed, to be 
an Errotr, they muſt have tower thoughts cf them- 
ſelves than they have, or are willing to have. 

5. And Laltly 3 Selt-Love makes Men unwit- 
ling to be taken notice of, or known by others to 
bein an Errowr; they think it will reflect on then, 
and redound t6 their Shame 3 and how unwilling 
are Men, through this fame Self-Love, to bear 
the ſhame of having takeri up, arid entertained 
Errour inficad of Truth, tho to recede trom Er 
ror, would more redound to their Honour, thart 
the embracement of it redounds to their Diſho- 
nour ? To err is Hutnane,willingly to perfiſt in Er- 
ror is Diabolical 3 to acknowledg, and relinquiſh 
Errour upon due Conviction,is truly Chriftian 3 and 
how much better is it for, and how much greater 
an Honour to'a Man, by a free _— and re- 
linquiſhing of an Errour, to approve himſelf 4 
true Chrittian 3 than by a wilfdl perſiſting thercin, 
for the concealing his Frailties and Infirmities, as 
a Man,to gain the repute of Devilliſh ? But to put 
a Cloſe to this, and having declared the marvel- 
lous pronenecſs of Man, as in this fallen and 'cor- 
rupted Eſtate unto Errowr, and hisuſtal ——_— 
nels 
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nels of it when embraced, with the'Cauſes of the 
one and the other. DOR 3 1:39520008 | 
I ſhall now; according to athſtance given, make 
ſome Improvement of what hath been ſaid: There 
15, It is true,another Dodtrine obviousin:our Text, 
but that I ſhall cake in, in the Application: Seve- 
og might be made, to pointat ſome tew. of 
REPEAL 732570220 - s 3 9-44 | 
1, Hencewe may infer, © That there is no juſt 
Reafonzg why any ſhould ſtumble or be offeadedat 
the Chriftian Dodrine,,-or at Religion, ors the ac» 
count of-the variety of Errours and Herefies «found 
among the Profeflours of it's thoſe Errours and 
Herefies "proceed not ' from the Dodtrine it felt. 
Truth-is uniformand conſonant to-it ſelf, :: nor-is 
chere any reaſon, why any ſhould: impate the 
abounditgot Errours and Herefies among, Chriſti- 
ans, to the Scriptures themſelves, -as tho either 
they were deteQtive in the Revelations of:Truth,or 
did by their: Darkneſs render the Knowledg'ot it 
unattainable by any.. There'is a full Revelation of. 
Truth made jn them,and the Knowledg of Truth, 
as contained\in them, is plain to him that:under- 
ftandeth. Neither do thoſe. Erronurs and Herefies 
proceed from any influence,tlice Doctrine of Chrifii- 
anity hathrupon the Minds of 'Menz but they/pro- 
cced fromthe Pravity of Man's Nature, from Satan; 
and:chejuit Wrath and Difpleafure ot God againit 
Men. * Now there are too many that: take-up a 
- Profeſtion' pf Religion; that are:wholly Flethy'inan 
- unregenerate Eſtatez and alas | there is too, tmuch 
Fleſh, too much of that Corruption and Pravity of 
Nature, contraGed by the Fall, :yet remaintng: in 
thoſe that are Regeiictate | a$ for thoſe that 


are 
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are wholly Untegeneratse, they are;ſubje X to. Sa- 
tan, he worketh effeQually in them 3 , and: as tor 
thofe thatere Regencrate, Satan has yet too much 
Power over them, and. too; many: advantages: a- 
gainſi them - and. befides, God ts often- provoked 
by Men to ſend them ſtrong Deluſtons. The aboun- 
ding of Erroxrs and. Herefies in theſe Lands,where« 
in wedwell, is noneof the leaft Evidences of the 
Wrath and Difpleafure of God againſt them, . and 
Profeffours in thern'3::arid from all, it is. no won» 
der - that Errours and Hereſies-do ſo much abound: 
Et: is 60 be aſctibed to the Grace and Goodneſs of 
Ged, that they abound no more. Let but Erroxrs 
. athd Herefies be reſolved into, and-afſigned unto 
their: true and proper Caufts, .and they will be 
found to be no juſt ground of ſtumbling unto any, 
at the Doctrine of Chriſt, or at Religion profeſſed 
by Chriſtians. 

2.: Henxe we may learn, how unmeet and uns» 
fit Man, as in himſelf, is to be entraufied with 
Truth, it the holding of it forth unto others 3 and 
yet that'is a Traſt God has repoſed in his Church, 
and-conſequently. in every Member thereof, ac« 
cording to their different - Stations and Capacity 
therein. '. Hence the Chuseb is aid to be the . Pillar 
and. Ground of Truth). +\Tim- 3. 16..;and hereby 
God doth greatly magnify his Church and: People: 
bur Men, no not the beſt . of Men,..are to be 
trufted, asabfſolutely conſidered inthemſflyes z and 
therefore, 'God hath. conllituted Jeſus; Chriſt: the 
Head, Shepherd; and Biſhop of his Church 3 hath 
entruſtced/Truch fhiitly in his Hand * and-it highly 
concerns. all Chriſtians ito walk humbly with, and 
in 4 continual holy dependance EN. by 

; | Nm 
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him, Iced into, and preſerved in all Truth, that 
ſo they may hold it forth unto others3 other- 
wiſe they will fail in the diſchargeoftheir Truſt y 
they will take up and hold fali Errout inſtead 
of Truth. | RET 
3. Hence we may infer the neceffity that Man, 
as in this fallen and depraved Efiate, Iyeth under 
ſome extrinſecal Means, whereby he rizy come 
to the knowledg of, be guided into, and preſerved 
in the Truth. It muſt be by ſome Revelation ei- 
ther mediately or tmmediately from God,that Men 
muft come to'the knowledg of Truth, Man, if left 
to himſdlf; not only his natural Inclination unto 
Etrour, but the weakneſs and ſhallownefs of his 
own Underſtanding, will neccflarily 'fubje& him 
fo variety of Miſtakes and Errours3 and that in 
and about thoſe Things, the knowledg of which 
is indifpenſably neceffary to Happineſs and BlefTed- 
nels. Man's own Underſtanding is no fafe Guide 
for hitn to follow, in the concerns of his Soul and 
Eterhtity ; ifwill cettainly miſſead him : therefore 
is that Caution given us by the wilelt'of Men,and 
he guided by the Spirit of the *All-wiſe God, 
Lean not to thint own Underftanding, Prov. 3. 5. 
Fhoſe that are led by the mett Light of their own 
Underſtandings, ( as thoſe whio prictend to a 
Light within, in oppoſition to the Light of che 
Scriptures, or that which ts inſitutmentally com- 
tnunicated by them, at beſt are) will infallibly be 
- ted intothe Pit, even the Pic of Peary? De- 
firuQiori; Tt is only the Light and Truth, that is 
_ the trix Light of God, that Light captained in, 
hd comtriuticated by, the Scriptures, that can 
Tefali6fy. 1:4 any of the Sons and Daighters, of 
F 2 fallen 
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fallen Adam into his holy Hill, ( ſcil. ) Heaven 3 
Pſal, 43. 4- 

4. Henceewe may infer the Goodneſs of God 
to fallen Manz in particular to our ſelves : And as 
the Goodneſs of God is variouſly exprefſed 3 ſo 
eminently in the Provifion he hath made for our 
Guidance into, and Eltabliſhment inthe Truth, 
and Preſervation from Error. What Proviſion 
God hath made, with the Fulneſs and Suffcien- 
cy thereof, ſhall be taken notice of in the cloſe of 
this Diſcourſe. At preſent 1 ſhall only fay, that 
that marvelous proneneſs unto Errors, that is 
connatural unto all, Saints themſelves; ſo far as 
unrenewed, not excepted, with the ſirange TInflu- 
ence that it hath on the minds of Men, when 
once imbraced, ſhould greatly raife our Eſteem 
of that Provifion made, fill our Hearts with ad- 
miration at the Goodneſs of God exprefled there- 
in, and be matter of _continual Praife, and 
Thankſgivings unto him: Praiſe ye the Lord, Oh 
F.ruſalem ! praiſe 2by God, Ob Zion ! ith the 
Pſalmift, Pſ. 147.12. and the principal benefit he 
inſtances in, as calling for Praiſe, is this; He ſhew- 
th bis Word unto ]acob,and bis Statutes and Tudg- 
ments wnto Iſrael (ver. 19.) Theſe things I.do but 
pointat. The uſe 1 would at 'preſent rather i im- 
PG the DoGtrine unto, is, 

+ To awaken all to a due Jealouſy over them- 
ſetves, leſt they ſhould have taken up Error in- 
ſtead” of Truth - ( and Reader whoever thou art, 
look, Hot on thy ſelf as unconcerned in this uſe. ) 
What hath been ſaid either of Man in general, or 


| of good Men ia ſpecial, i$ applicable unto every 


Individual Man or, Woman, according to their 
| " 2d be reſpective 
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reſpeCtive States and Conditions. Others are a 
Glaſs, wherein we may ſee our {elvegz Prov, 27. 
19. therefore we {hould every one be jealous of 
cur ſelves; the want of this proves the ruine ot 
many, and is highly prejudicial unto molt, Men 
naturally are apt 'to be over-conhident of them- 
ſclves: Hence the Scripture gives us ſuch frequent 
warnings of it thus in thoſe Paſſages ( Prov. 28. 
26. ) He that truſteth in his own Heart ( that is, 
his own Underflanding ) is a Fool, 1 Cor, 8.2. 1f 
any Man thinketh be knoweth any thing, he knoweth 
nothing as be ought to know. Gal. 6. 3, If a Man 
thinketh himſelf to be ſomething, when he is nothing, 
he deceiveth himſelf. 1 Cor. 10. 12. Let him that 
thinketh he ſtandeth, take heed left be fall. Oncc 
again, Like 8.18. Whowmſoever bath not, from bim 
ſhall be taken, even that which he ſeemeth to have, 
z, 0 end Extiv, which ſome tranſlate, thinker he 
bath. Theſe with other Paſſages of a like Import, 
plainly both intimate, that Men are marvelous apt 
to over-a& their Conhdence, with reference to 
themſclves3 and alſo warn all to take heed of it 3 
and our preſent Doctrine, may be ſufficient to 
awaken us a'l to a holy Jealuutic over our (clves. 
But for the further purſuance of this Uſe, it mey 
be obſerved. that the Errors, Deceits and Fall- 
hoaqds that Men are (ubject to, too often take up, 
and tenacioully hold, are of two forts, or are rc- 
ducible to two general Heads, 

t. Such as reſpe Truth, as contained in, and 
revealed by the Scriptures. 

2. Such as reſpe&t Men themſclves, whether 
the inward ſlate, frame, and afts of their own 
Souls, or their external Ways, and Actions, re- 

| E A ſpective 
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ipeRive unto Truth, as contained in the Scrip- 
tures. In reſpea of the former, Men's linder- 
ſtandings rfay be ſaid to deceive them. In-refpeRt 
of the latter, they may be ſaid to deceive their 
own Underftandings. Hence, as ſome are turned 

aſide by a deceived Heart 3 ſo we hear of others, 
who think themſelves to be ſomething when they 
are nothing. A holy Jealouſy over themſelves, 
Jeſt they ſhould have taken up, and anſ{werably 

do hold of the one, or the other of theſe kinds 
of Errors under a notion of Truth, both highly 
concerns and greatly becomes all the fallen Sons 
and Daughters of Adam. Let us exerciſe this Jea- 
louſy over our ſelves, and that, 

1. Leſt we ſhould have taken upany Error or 
Decelt, reſpeQing Tuth as contained and re- 
vealed in the Scriptures 3 be jealous leſt our Undex- 
landings ſhould have deceived us, and thereupon 
we have taken up ſuch Notions or Sentiments, 
under a notion of Truth, which indeed are, and 

will at laſt be found to be meer Miſtakes, Exrors 
and Deceits,utterly diſſonant thereirom 3 and that, 
' 1, In regard of the main and fundamental 
Dodtrines of the Goſpel, ſuch as relate unto God, 
unto Jeſus Chriſt, or the way of Salvation by him 
or thoſe indiſpenſible Duties of Faith and Holi- 
neſs, Errors and Deccits in and about theſe Do- 
Qrines, are more common among Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity, than moli Men are aware of, -or-axe 
willing to believe. This is certain, that-the bare 
Profcfhon or Enjoyment of the molt apt; and- 
effeftual external means, whether the Word wyit- 
ten, or the Minifltry thereof, or any other Ad- 
vantage ſubſervient to their Knowledg of, and 
Guidance 
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Guidance into Truth, ſecures no Man. from Soul- 
wining -Eryors and Miliakes jp and 'abhut theſe 
Dodriness The Apoſile Famer law it neceflary 
to warn Profeſſors of Exrors, about the Naturc 
of God, ( Jaw. 1. 16, 17.) Heſuppoles that they 
might charge their Sin upon him, who being the 
Father of Lights, and imnmutably ſo from ever- 


laſtiog to everlaſting, is and can on'y be the Au- 


thor of that which is good. - So the Apoltle- Por! 
tells the Corinthians, ( tho it were to their ſhame ) 
That all Men have not the Knowledg of God: ' 1 Car. 
15. 34. Now all detects in Knowledg ſuppoſes 
ſomewhat of Error 3 and it -Men mayer about 
God, much more about Jeſus Chriſt the Media- 
tor, the true Knowledg of whom flows purely 
from ſupernatural Revelation, and is no way aid- 
£d by the Light of Nature, as the Knowledg of 
God abſolutely conſidered, is 3 and what Mittakes 
the Galatians, tho Profeſſors of the Goſpel, were 
fallen intos about the way of Salvation by Chriſt, 
hath becn already taken notice of, Let us then 
not be over confident of our ſelves, . as though out 
of danger of having a Lie in our right Hand, 
reſpeQive to theſe DoGrines 3 and it may be ad- 
ded, that not only the darkneſs of our Under- 
tandings, and our proneneſ(s unto Error 3 but 
the Importance of a right undarſtanding of theſe 
things, makes & holy Jealouſje over our ſelves 
highly neceflary. To have a Lic in the right Hand, 
in mattexs wherein the Soul, and its eternal Wel- 


farc and Welbeing is {o nearly concerned, is very 


dreadful. To have taken up any Falſe Notions, 
Errors or Miſtakes about -theſe Doctrines, 1s al- 
ways prejudicial, frequently defiructive to the 

' F 4 Souls 
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Souls of Men,” the: loſs of which, is 'an' Evil un- 
knowable "by Men any otherwiſe,” than-'by the 
aQtual feelfng and ' experience of it, and” conſe- 
quently only known by Devils, and Men Par- 
raking with them in the ſame Miſery. | 
2, In regard 'of Dodtrines, with the PraQtices | 
depending on them, that arc of an inferiour Na- | 
turez Errors in and about which, are conſi- | 


ſtent withja ſaving State : Thus all thoſe Do- 
drines anfl Practices controverted among thoſe 
who' have the like precious Faith, ( viz. ) The 
Faith of God's Ele, and who Jove our Lord 
Chriſt 1nfincerity 3 and ſome ſuch there are. It 
is to admiration, how confident ſome Men are of 
having Truth on their fide 3 and how tenacious 
thereupon they are of their own Opinions and | 
'Per(wations3 and how immovable or obſtinate- v 
ly they perfil in the Practices whereinto they are \l 
led by them! Who yet have evidently taken up | 
and imbraced Errors inſtead of Trutt. Whence, | 
would but ſuch Men be perſwaded of the dark- 
neſs and weakneſs of their own Underſtandings, 
with their proneneſs to Error, ariting from the 
Cauſes afore aſſigned 3 and thereupon allow them- 
ſelves the exerciſe-of a due Jealouſite over them- [1 
ſelves 3 and laying alide all Prejudices and Anti- 1 
cipations, would fedately review their. Notions 
and Sentiments, duly improving that Light offe- 
red for the diſcovery of their Errorsz they 
might eaſily come to fee, it is Error, not Truth, 
they have embraced, and- are: ſo tenacious of. 
- Now certainly what hath been ſaid concerning 
Man's proneneſs to Error, with the Cauſes there- 
of, 1s fufhcient to work in all Men a Jealovuſie TT 
over 
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. over themſelves, and excite them to a review of 


their Principles and Practices 3 eſpecially ſuch, as 
are confeſſedly more darkly revealed in the Scrip- 
ture 3 'netther will ſuch a Jealoulic, with the xc- 
view occaſioned thereby, ſuppoling the one duly 
bounded,and the other managed with that Since- 
rity, Care, and Diligence that becomes Profeſſors 
of Chrittianiry, be prejudicial to any : Ie may be 
highly advantagious unto ſomez thereby they 
will be either more confirmed in the Truth, 
ſuppoſing it's Truth they have imbraced 3 or 
brought to relinquiſh their Errors, ſuppoſing it 
is Error they have taken hold of. Truth never 
tears the Ballance, how often ſocver laid therein, 
ſuppoſing it held with an even hand; and this 
may be turther confidered, that in refpe& of 
Dodrines or Practices, that are truly controver- 
tiblez ( for ſome Men will needs muſter up ſuch 
Dodrines among Controvertibles, which proper- 
ly are not ſo : ) But I fay in reſpe& of Doftrines 
truly controvertible, as being confeſſedly more 
darkly revealed in the Scriptures, there are ſeveral 
Circumſtances relating unto them, making this 
Jealouſie over our ſelves, reſpeAive to them, more 
or leſs neceſſary. I ſhall only give a twofold In- 
ſtance, 

1. According to the approbation or diſappro=» 
bation, the Dodtrines or Practices under Con- 
fideration ' have received from God; fo is a 
holy Jealouſie over our ſelves more or lefs ne- 
ceſlary. | 

2.” According as the DodArines or Pratices we 
now ſpeak of, have been more'or leſs general 
ly received, and adhered unto by ' thoſe, who 

throughe 
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throughout all Ages have obtained a good Re- 
port, both for their ſoundneſs in Judgment and 
holy walking with God 3 ſtill the more or leſs ne- 
cefſary is this Jealoufie over our ſelves. But 40 
proceed 
3. In regard of Dofrines purely Practica), 
ſuch as are direQive of Chrittians, as to what is 
to be or not to be done, in the courſe of their 
Lives and Converſations. Mens Underliandings 
may,and too often do deceive them about matters 
of Practice : Hence ſome account that unlawful 
which may not only be lawtul, but an important 
Duty. Others account that lawful, yea poſhbly 
a Duty, which indeed is finful and unlawful : 
Hence a holy Jcaloufic over our ſclves with refe- 
rence to thoſe Dodrines direQtive of our Practices, 
is highly neceſſary, cſpeciaily in theſe times, and 
as to the Circumiiances we are now under. That 
the hand of God has been firetched out againſt the 
Land of our Nativity, as well as againſt the Nati- 
ons round about us, 2nd is not as yet turned 
back 3 but that greater Judgments are threatned, 
\4sthe general accknowledgment of all, who have 
any regard to the Works of the Lord, or the Operati- 
on of bis Hands : Hence that Repentance, Humili- 
ation, with other holy Exerciſes, is the incum- 
bent duty of all, according to the. intereſt they 
have in the Provocations abounding among, us, 
is granted by all, who own a divine Providence, 
with the reference that Sin has unto Judgments 3 
and Repentance, Humiliation and Reformation, 
have unto the prevention of them, or the ſecuri- 
ty of Men from them when they do come. But 
now this will be fourd true, which might have 
been 
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been a third Obſervation, and lies as plain in our 
Text as-cither of the former, That while Men 
held fati Deceit, or thoſe Errors and falſe Reaſo- 
nings, through which they have bcen ſeduced, 
and turned ade into any Sin, or finful Practices, 
all means uſed to bring them to Repentance and 
Humiliation, proves utterly unavailable for that 
end and purpoſe. While Men bold faſt Deceit they 
will refuſe to return; hence it i*, that whatever Ex« 
hortations to thefe Duties are preſſed upon Men, 
by thoſe whom God hath made Watch-men a- 
mong them, they meet with the ſame Reply, tho 
not verbal, yet practica), that the Jews of old 


 made,and that probably the ſame way to the like 


Exhortations prefled on them,Wherein ſhall we re- 
turn? Mal 3.7. And how conhdent for the moſt 
part are thoſe that themſelves are but little, if at 
all, concerned in thoſe Duties, who yet have the 
chiefeſt hand in procuring and bringing down 
Judgments ? And what is the reaſon but this,that 
there is ſome Mifiake, ſome Error or falſe Rea» 
ſoning, whereby they are deluded into a Per- 
ſwaltorythat all is well with them ? hence they 
fay, as the People of old, ( to take in both the 
verſions of thofe words, Hoſ. 12. 8. ) He ſhall 
have Puniſhment of Iniquity, in whom is Sm; as for 
us, God - ſhall fini1 no Iniquity in us; whence 
they per{wade themſelves, n2 Evil ſhall come negh 
them,..- And thus Men flatrer themſelves, till 
Judgment overtakes them as a Snare, and there: 
is no eſcaping 3 this will coft many dear, There 
is fome miſtake or fome falſe Reaſonings, cirher 
xclating 'o matters of Sin, or matters of Duties, 
or to themſelves, as doing the ene, or negleQing 

the 


76 A Diſcourſe of Man's proneneſs to, 
the other, that lulls them aſleep in carnal Secu- 
rity, avd, renders all Exhortations to the fore- 
mentioned Duties of none «fﬀfe&. Hence ſuch 
Men will be left in the open Field till Storms of 
Divine Judgments overtake them: - Whereas, 
would they but exerciſe a due Jealouſte over 
themſelves, and anſwerably make a through-In- 
quiry into their own Ways and Practices, and ap» 
ply themſelves to thoſe Duties, they might be ſe- 
cure under the ſhadow of the Almighty, and. only 
behold the Deftruftion of the wicked : bur Men over» 
acting their Contidence with reference to them- 
ſelves, hinder their Performance of thoſe Duties, 
whereby they lie open to the Stroke of Divine 
Judgments. Some tell us of certain kind of 
Birds that fly in Flocks, and being lighted on a 
Tree, the Fowler comes and ſhoots one, and 
then another, and they fall; and yet the reſt 
move not, till at the laſt all are defiroyed:. Now 
let us take heed, left through ſome Deceit, - Error, 
or falſe Reaſonings, theſe Birds prove not- our 
Emblem 3 God's Arrows have been 'and are 
abroad, and many have fallen by them 3 ſome 
by one, others by another 3 and yet, though our 
Lord Chriſt tells us, Except ye repent, ye ſhall all 
likewiſe periſk, tew apply themſelves with ſe- 
riouſneſs to theſe Duties. © *Tis true, Men will 
ſay, Repentance is neccſfary, and it that prevent 
not, we are like to be a ruined People yet them- 
ſelves remain ſecure 3 and the Reaſon lieth in an 
ungrounded Confidence that they have of them- 
{clves, nouriſhed by ſome Error, Deceit or Falſc- 
hood, by means whereof they either ſee not the 
things they ſhould repent of, and be humbled 
— | tor, 
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for, to be evil 3 or clſe ſee not their own Danger, 
tho guilty of them. This will be found true, 
that whatever Ways and Courſes Men turned 
alide into ways of Sin, may betake themſclves 
unto, for the ſecuring themſelves from Divine 
Judgments, without Repentance, Humiliation; 
and Reformation, will avail them nothing. See 
an'-excellent Diſcourſe of Dr. Owen's on thoſe 
words ( Luke 13. 1.2, 3, 4,5.) Repentance and 
Humiliation ifſuing in a thorough Reformation, 
would ( if not prevent common Calamities from - 
the Land, yet ) ſecure our ſelves from them; at 
leaſt the Evil of themz but Men not exerciling a 
due Jealoufic over themſelves, ſee not their own 
Evils, and thereupon negle& thoſe Duties. 
Neither can it be ſuppoſed, that while they hold 
faſt thoſe Errors, Deceits and Falſhoods, by which 
they have been ſeduced and turned atide into Sin, 
they ſhould ſee their Sin, and anſwerably apply 
themſelves to them, &c. And while thoſe Duties 
are neglected, they do indeed, hewever they may 
fatter themſelves, lic open to Divine Judgments. 
Now let the Confideration of what hath been 
ſaid, awaken us to this holy Jealoufic, and anſwe- 
rably make a through: and impartfal Inquiry into 
our Ways and Actions: But this ungrounded 
Confidence aQed by Men with reference tothem- 
{clves, will prove their ruine 3- and it's no ſmall 
Evidence of the Generality »of. Men's over-aQting 
.their. Confidence; with reference'to themſelves, 
that;{o. few Caſes of Conſcience are brought to 
them, whoſe Lips ' ought to. preſerve Knowledg. 
Ic is a pin. Argument, People truſt too much to 
their own Underiiendings z were there that 
Tender- 
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Tenderneſs of Conſcience in Profeſſors, that be- 
comes Chrifiians, accompanied with a holy Jea- 
Jouſie of their own Underliandings, as mote fre- 
quent and fervent Requelts would be put up unto 
God, that he would teach them what they ſee nit ; 
fo more Caſes.of Conſcience would be put un- 
to Men, and - more Induliry would be uſtd to 
find out what is the good and acceptable Will of 
God, and wherein they fail'in the doingof it; 
and by means of all, Men might and would knew 
both the Plagues of their own Hearts, 'and Evils 
of their Lives, which being found out, reperited 
of, and reformed 3 they would be ſafe, what'Evils 
Or Calarities ſaever arc coming, whereby though 
thouſands ſhould fall by their tides, and ten thou- 
ſands at their Right-hand 3 yet it ſhould not 
come nigh unto them : See Pſal. 93. 7, $8. Burt, 
2. Let us be awakened to a holy Jealouſic over 
our ſelves, tft we ſhould have taken up and'im- 
braced any. Error, or Dcceit reſpeQting our ſelves. 
It is poſſible that a Man that hath a clear and 
difinct Knowledg of the Doctrine of Regenerati- 
On, and is able co give an cxaQ Deſcription of it, 
to ſhew wherein it doth conſiſt, and what a frame 
and diſpolitioni of Hearc is produced by it, may 
' cave his own Heart wrought -46 fuch  & Frame, 
as bears fo great a likeneſs io the Frameof Heart 
produced by Regeneration, that he may conelude 
himſelf co be: truly regenerate,, whers yet indeed 
avd in truth he is not fo. - Now ſuch 4 Frame 
of Heart deceives a Man's own nnderfianding ; ; 
le thinkgth bimſrif to be ſomething when be is noibing - 
he is deluded by the Counterfeit of what he hath 
2 truce Notion of in his Minds Sd a Man thay 


put 
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put forth ſuch As; and perform ſuch Actions, 
as carty ſo great an Appearance. of being true 
Grace, and truly gracious, as that the he has a 
notional Knowledg of the nature of. Grace, and 
all the Requiſites to truly -gracicus: Actions yet 
is himſclt deceived by them : he ſuppoſes them 
to be in reality what they carry an Appearance of, 
when indeed they are but the Counterfeits there- 
of. A good Nature may be ſo poliſhed by Edu- 
cation-and Induſiry,, with the ſuperaddition of 
ſome common Gifts and Operations of the Spirit, 
that it may ſeem to be truly renewed 3 and its 
ProduQions may look ſo much like the Fruits of 
the Spirit, that a Man, tho-he has a clear Notion 
of that. Change made by the renovation of the 
Spirit, and of the Fruics of the Spirit flowing 
therefrom yet verily thinks himlelt to. be re- 
newed,and to bring forth the Fruits of the Spirit, 
whew indeed it is otherwiſe : Thus in reſpe of 
thoſe; Divines afually call cloſe or ſecret Hypocrites 
a Man may be an Hypacrite, and. yet not know 
it himſelf 3 the Shews.and Appearances of Grace 
and Godlineſs deceive Men's own Underſtan- 
dings: It is often found, that Men of great Knows 
tedg.and Orthodox Judgwents, aie yer deceived 
in theic own Acts and Aﬀtions 3 every Orthodow 
Divine: is not; a (ound Chriltian: Let us then be 
awakoed. to a Jealoulie over our (elves; it's 
dzcadfyltohave Eamps in our Hands, withacon- 


dence gt-having: Oil in them, cill the time to 


obtain it:is over. But to haſten, Let the Confide- 
xatienof Men's proneneſs to Error, awaken us all - 
toa:ho'y Jealouke over our ſelves, leſt we ſhould 
have taken up Error inſtead of Truth, and that as 


Error 


&o A Diſconrſe of Man's proneneſs to, 


Error and Deceits reſpe&t Truth, as contained 
in the Scriptures, or as it reſpeds our ſelves ; 
and anſwerably make a through Inquiry,, whe- 
ther indeed we have not fo done. And if-any 
thall ſay, Seeing there is ſuch a Proneneſfs in [Man 
unto Error, and conſequently all Men are in dan- 
ger to miltake, and take up Error inſtead of 
Truth, then it is pofhble we may lie underſome 
Error or Deceit, after the utmoſt Inquiry'we can 
make. In anſwer, It muit be.granted, rhat-1t is 
poſſible it may b. ſoz let me therefore atviſe'to 
three things BY 
1. Labour to intereſt Jeſus Chriſt in the: Care 
of our Souls : Labour to get under his Care; that 
the prevention of our Ruine, or any Damage we 
may ſuttain- by Errors, may be his Concern as 
well as our own. But you will fay, How ſhall! 
we do that ? | Neel 
Anſw. 1, By committing our ſelves to-him;: as 
the Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls 3 The:Poor com- 
mitteth himſelf to the Lord, -Pſal. 10. 14+ by-hums 
ble Supplication, that he will undertake-the:Work 
for us: See the Pſalmift, Pſal. 139. wit. _ : 
- -2+ Be not ſatisfied without the Approbation 
of God himſelf. . Content not our {elves without 
the ſcaliogs of the Spixjt, nor without his bearing 
Witneſs with our Conſciences, to the Sinc:rity, 
Uprightneſs, and Acceptableneſs of our Ways'and: 
Actions unto him. Take not up with anything 
hort of what the Apoſile had attained unto, 2 Core 
I. 12, | f 
3. Take. the Comfort of: what. Grounds of 
hope we ;have, that through the free Grace of 
God we are delivercd from Errors and Deceits ; 
yet 


\ 


- »£ to Error connatural unto them, and Satan ig 


great-Carec and Diligence is indiſpenſably nece(- 
. Z fary untoour Preſervation from Error. Hence 


// Men have their Slights - and cunning Craftineſr, 
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/ yet maintaining a holy Jealouſie over ouf ſelyes, 
leſt it ſhould be otherwiſe, and anſwewably be ill 
making a more full and through ſearch, whether 
.We are not deceived, and have not taken up Er- 
rour inſtead of Truth. 
2. Another Uſe I would more eſpecially make 
of the DoGrine, is, to caution all againſt Errour 
for the future : Take heed our own Underſtan- 
dings do not deceive us, and lead us into Er- 
rour 3 be very wary we are not impoſed upon, 
Either by Satan or Men. Our own Underſtan- 
dings are not only dark and weak, ſubjeQ to 
variety of Miſtakes and Falſe-reaſonings 3 but 
{| there is an Inclination, and firange Proclivity un- 


continually endeavouring to deceive us; and 


| #pbereby they lie in wait to deceive : Eph.4.14; Hence 


all Notions and Sentiments 'arifing up in; or 
ſuggeſted to our Minds, as well as all Dodtines 
or Practices propoſed to, and preſſed upon us by 
Men, ought to be carefully weighed and duly 
examined, before they are imbraced and complied 
with. And let it be remembred that any Noti- 
on, Do@rine or Practice, may be weighed 
and examined with more Impartiality and Sin- 
cerity, . before it be imbraced and actually cloſed 
with, then it can after : while it is only ſuggeſted 
to the Mind, or looked upon as anothers- Opint- 
on or Practice, the Mind may and ordinarily 
will with more freedom weigh and examine it 3 


but when it is aQually cloſed in with, that _ 
af 
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hath eſpouſed it as his own Opinion, or as his 
own Judgpent, Selt-love will greatly hinder 
from an impartial and through weighing of, 
and ſearching into it. And bcfides,it is valily more 
eaſie to reject an Error before it is aGually im- 
braced, than it is to relinquiſh it afterwards. 
Error once taken hold of, 1s not calily let go 
again 3 Error ordinarily is held faſt 3 and there- 
fore let us be excited to the greater Warineſs 
and Watchfulneſs againſt Error, Whea we ce 
how ſtrangely a Men are of Error, let 
that be the Uſe we make of it 3. think with our 
ſelves how carctul ſhould we be, that we do not 
take up any Error inſtead of Truth. Oh! how 
much Prejizdice do ſome good Men receive by 
the Miſtakes and Errors they have unwarily taken 
up and imbraced ! and yet how tenacious 
are they. of them ? let them be warnings unto us. 
It highly concerns us to be very deliberate before 
wecloſe in with any DoGtrine or Practice, eſpeci- 
ally that differs from thoſe DoGrines and Practi- 
ces, that have been generally received and-wal- 
ked in by true Saintsz and that throughout all 
Ages, Men's (cſpecially good Men's) over-haſty 
taking up and imbracing Docrines and PraQtices 
that are propoſed to, and preſſed upon them 
under the Notion of Truth, without a due uſe of 
the neceflary means to find out whether they 
are fo or no, has been one of the great Cauſes of 
the abounding of Errors among Protcfſors Men 
having once imbraced an Error, they too Com- 
monly are exceeding tenacious of it 3 and beſides, 
Conſcience enforceth them not only to be te- 
nacious of it themſelves, but to promote it 
among 
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among others 3 and hence it is, that Errors ſo 
much abound as they do: and therefore I ſay, 
It us be wary of imbracing Error inſtead of 
Truth. And to inforce this, together with the 
foregoing uſe, I would offer two things to Con- 
lideration: | 

T. The Evil and Sinfulneſs of Error, and 
conſequently the Provocation it is unto God. 
Few Chriſtians apprehend there is ſuch an Evil 
in Error as there is, and that it is fo provo- 
king unto God as indeed it is , at leaſt that Er- 
ror as ſuch, and conſequently every Error is fo 
evil and difplcafing unto God. And -thercfore 
that we may be more ſenſible of the Evil and 
Sinfulneſs of Error, Ict theſe tour things be confti- 
dered: 

T, That Error blots and defaces the Image of 
God in Man 3 the Image of God in Man,is Man's 
Conformity to, and Reſemblance of God, which 
reſpes his Underſtanding, as well as his Will 
and Aﬀections : Hence the Image of God in Man 
is (aid to confilt in Knowledg, as well as in Righte- 
ouſneſs and true Holineſs : Col. 3. 10. Eph. 4+: 24. 
compared together : We are renewed, ( faith Da- 
venant ) according to the Image of God 3 Cum 
ilutrantur & ſanCtificantur omnes Potentie & Incli- 
nationes Anime noftre, All Error ſ{uppoles a Dc- 
fe&t in Knowledg, or is an Effett of Ignorance; 
Ze err, not knowing the Scriptures, (faith our Lord 
Chriſt, Hence through Error Men come thort of 
the Glory of God, as well as through any detect 
in their Sandtitication 3 and all Defe&s or Blots 
in the Image of God in his People, arc fintul aud 
diſpleaſing to him. 

G 2 2, Errot 
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2, Errordehles the Nature of Men,as well as any 
moral Evil 3, Error it's true, being in the Under- 
{tanding, it primarily detiles the Underſtanding 3 
bur as it proceeds from affected or voluntary Igno- 
Trance, it detiles the Conſcience 3 yea, it diffuſes a 
Detilement throughout - the whole Soul, - Hence 
the Apolile, having a pc<culiar reſpect to erroni- 
oas Perſons, tells us, They bave their Minds and 
Conſciences defiled : Tit. 1. 15. 

5. That as Error it (elt isa Sin, and is uſually, 
it not always, an occaſion of ſome other Sin, 
either of Omitlion or Commithon : ſo both Error 
it ſclt, and thoſe Sins occaſioned by it, are lived 
impenitently inz Men humble not themſelves 
tor ſuch Sins. Now Sin, tho it be a Sin of Igno- 


rance, cſpeciaſly when chat Ignorance is volunta-: 


ry, being lived impenitently in, may be greater 
and more provoking unto God, then other Sins 
are, that are of a more heinous Nature in them- 
{elves, that men through the violence of a Temp- 
tation, or the firong workings of a particular 
Luft, are over-taken with, but are not perſiſted 
in. 

4. Errors break that Unity that ought to be, 
and God delights to ſce among his People, God 
would have his People to be of one Mind and one 
Judgment : Now Error breaks this Unity, whence 
varicty of Evils uſually iſſue, And let jt be obſer- 


ved, that thouph the difference in Mind and 


Judgment aimiong Chriſtians, will not excule any 
in whom thoſe Evils, occaftioned by, or ariſing 
from them, are foundz yet they will be emi=- 
nently charged upon thofe on whoſe part the 
Errors Iye. But, | 
Secondly, 
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Secondly, The other thing I would off:r to 
Conſideration is this, That by how much the 
greater the Proviſion God has made, is, and the 
more full the Mcans he has vouchſafed for our 
coming to the Knowledg and preſervation in 
Truth are, by ſo much the more fiatul and pro- 
voking are Errors. Now coniider what Provi- 
ſion God hath made - for, and what Means he 
vouchſafes to us in theſe Lands. ._ 

1, He has given us his Word, and that in our 
own Language, we may daily tad in, and converſe 
with it. 

2, He hath conſtituted a Miniſtry, raiſes up 
Men, and furniſheth them with Gifts ſutable tor 
that Office, and that with reference to our Gui- 
dance into,and Eſtabliſhment in the Truth, Eph. 4. 
11,12, 13, 14. 

3. God hath given his Spirit to abide with his 


- Church here upon Earth 3 Foh. 14. 16. Rence by 
Prayer we may obtain his Teachings, and that 


Is one of the great ends, with retcrence unto 
which he is given to, and left with the Church : 
Fob. 16. 13. Yea, God gives his Spirit to dwell in 
every individual Believer, and that with reterence 
to the ſame end 3 But ye (faith the Apolile Jobn, 
ſpeaking unto Saints) have an Uniiion from the 
holy One, and ye know all things; that is, all Truch 
neceſſary to be known 5 1 oh. 2.20, The Apo= 
ſtle ſpeaks of them, as tho actually knowing all 


© things. The Scripture ſometimes ſpeaks of that 


as true de fafo, which on many accounts cither 
ought to be,or may be ſozas if he ſhould fay,fuch an 
advantage you have by thatUnciion you received from 
the holy One, to know all things that it may well 
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be ſuppoſed of, and expected from you,that you do 
indeed know all things. There can hardly be 
any Error imbraced by a Believer, but it muſt be 
through his own Default. 

4. God works providentially with reference 
2nto our Guidance into, and Eſtabliſhment in the 
Truth. The Providences of God yas they are de- 
ligned for 3 ſo,if wiſcly obſcrved and well impro- 
ved, would highly conduce to our Guidance into, 
and Eſtabliſhment in the Truth. I will guide thee 
with mine Eyes, faith the Lord to a righteous Man, 
Pſal. 32. 8. But here is Man's Miſery, God ſpeaks 
once, yea twice, (viz, by his Works), but Man percei- 
veth it not, Now then God having made ſuch 
Proviſion, . and vouchſated ſuch a Sufhciency of 
Means for our Guidance into Truth, and preſer- 
vation from Error, our Errors muſt needs be 
greatly aggravated, and conſequently more pro- 
voking unto God. How carctul then ſhould we 
be, to free our ſelves from Error > How diligently 
ſhould we inquire, Whether we have not already 
taken it up, how wary ſhould we be tor the future, 
that we do not take up Error inſtead of Truth ? 
I ſhall cloſe this with that of Solomon; Buy the 
Truth, and ſell it not. But one word more. 

Laſily, In caſe God has of his tree Grace in- 
firucted us in Truth, and preſerved us from Er- 
ror, let us praiſe the Mercy, and be exceeding 


thankful for it, God has done great things —_y 


as,contidering the Multiplicity of Errors that now 
are abroad, Fon 
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Covenant of  Circumciſon, 
THE 


Covenant of Grace. 
O R>, 


That that Covenant eſtabliſhed with Abra- 
ham, Gen. 17. 7. is the Covenant of 
Grace, clearly and fully proved. 

Wherein the Miſtake of Mr. Nehemia Cox, 
in his Hiſtorical Account of the Faederal 
Tranſactions of God with Abraham, are 
reatified,and the Foundation laid in that 
Covenant, to the Covenant-Intereſt and 
Baptiſm of thelnfant-Seed of Believers 
more fully confirmed. 


— 


By 7 Whiſton, Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


_— 


And he gave him the Covenant of Circumciſion : fo A- 


braham begot Iſaac, and circume:ſed him the eight 
day: As 7.9. 
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The Covenant of Circumciſion, the Covenant 


of Grace, QC. 


Hat there is in Men, as in this fallen and 
corrupted E.ftate, a marvellous Propen- 
city unto Errour, and that having once 
taken up and imbraccd it, they are too 

commonly exceeding tenacious of it, hath been, 
as I conceive, ſuthciently evinced in the foregoing 
Diſcourſe, Thoſe Inſtances therein produced, do 
evidently declare it : Neither are there wanting 
too many Inſtances for the illuſtrating and con- 
frming the Truth of what is there athrmed,among 
thoſe who ſtile themſelves, and may jultly bare 
the Denomination of Proteſtants. | 

In all Controverfics,that are not meerly verbal, 
Errour mult neceſſarily Iye on the one {ide, and 
{ometimes on both. Truth cannot, but Error 
may be contradictory and that there are ſuch 
Controverſies among, Proteſtants, and they main- 
tained ani kept up with great Obſtinacy by the 
Letigant Partics,is obvious unto all. To paſs by al! 
others, I ſhall only ſingle out that between Fedo- 
Baptiſts and Antipedo- Baptiſts, that no Infants arc 
to be baptized. That ſome Infants are to be bap- 
tized, are Propoſitions, tho not abſolutely con- 
trary, yet contradictory the one to the other ; 
hence both cannot be true, Errour mult lye on 
the one 'fide, or the other ſide. And yer with 
what obſtinacy this Controverſy hath been, and 
ſtill is kept up, is ſufficiently known 3 hence as 
the Parties Letigant do mutually charge cachy 


other 
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other with the Evils afore difcourſed of 3 fo it 
muſt be granted on all hands, that the Charge 
1s juſtly lafd on the one party, at leaſt as to what 
yet appears, ſeems ſo to be. Where the Charge 
juſtly lieth, I ſhall for the preſent leave to the 
Judgment of all that are ſober and judicious, and 
refer the final Deciſion to Him that is ready to 
judg the quick and the dead, who as being in the 
Boſom of the Father, has a perfe& Knowledg of 
Truth 3 fo being above all poſſbility of any biaſs, 
on the one or the other hand, will truly deter- 
mine without rc{pe&t of Perfons; in the mean 
time, being paſt all rational doubt, ſatisfied that 
the Truth in this Controverſy licth on the Afhr- 
mative Part, I have judged it an incumbant Duty 
to appearaccording to Grace received, in defence 
of that Part. Neither am I as yet convinced, 
but that the ſame Duty is fill incumbant on me, 
and therefore having now again, as hath been 
judged by ſome, a Call by a late Tra&t publiſhed 
by Mr: Nehemiah Cox ( intituled, A Diſcourſe of 
the Covenants that God made with Man before the 
Law, where this debate is revived ) to appear 
in defence of the Truth. I have readily compli- 
ed therewith, not {o much that the Truth is like 
tobe wrelſted out of the Hands of any that are 
poſſeſſed of it, by what he hath ſaid, as that his 
Diſcourſe treating of the Covenants, and in ſpe- 
cial that entered with Abrabam, I might take 
the advantage given,more fully to ſettle the Foun- 
dation laid in that Covenant to Infant-Baptiſm, 
But to come to the Diſcourſe by which I am cal- 
led to this Work. In it the Author treats of 


God's Faderal TranſaQion firſt with Adam, fe- 
condly 
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condly with Noah, thirdly with Abraham; they 
are the laſt that I judg my felt called to the 
Conſideration of. With reference untd theſe, he 
makes a threefold Inquiry 3 ſee Chap. 4. Set. ;. 
P. 72. as a Foundation unto all which, he pre- 
miles this remarkable Paragraph, which for the 
remarkableneſs of ic, ſhall be tranſcribed verba- 
tim, and thus he begins, 

There is one thing more to be premiſed to the Con- 
fideration of God's Covenant-Tranſaftions with 
Abraham in particular, which we have maſt clearly 
ſlated in the New Teſtament, viz. ; 

That with reſpe& unto them, Abraham is to be con- 
fidered in a double Capacity, both as the Father of 
all true Believers, and as the Father and Root of 
the Iſraelitiſh Nation. And for both theſe Seeds, 
God did enter into Covenant with him 3 howheit 
theſe Seeds being formally diſtinguiſht the one from 
the other, their Covenant- Intereſt muſt of neceſſity 
be divers, and fall under a diſtin} Conſideration, 
and the Bleſſings appropriated unto either, mult be con- 
veyed in a way agreeable to their peculiar and re- 
ſpefive Covenant-Intereſt, and theſe things may 
not be confounded without a manifeſt hazard of 
the moſt important Articles in the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion , and yet ſuch is the mutual reſpe@t of all God's 
Covenant-Tranſacins with Abraham, and ſuch 
was to be his Diſpenſation towards the Church 
for ſome Ages following, as did require a preſent 
Intermixture of the Promiſes, and an involving of 
Spiritual Bleſſings in the flead of Temporal, and 
of a Spiritual Seed in a Natural ; this I ſuppoſe 
is mare evident than to admit a Denial, 


This 
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This one thing that Mr. Cox premits, as a 
Foundation unto the enſuing Inquiries, 1s com- 
plicated and made up of ſeveral Particulars 3 As, 

I- That Abraham is tobe confidered in a double 
Capacity, viz. 

(1.) As the Father of all true Believers. 

(2.) As the Fathcr and Root of the Ifraclitiſh 
Nation 3 and he means, heis to be conſidered in 
this twofold Capacity, with reſ{pe& to God's Co- 
venant-Tranſacions with him, ſo he expreſly de- 
clares himſclF. 

2. That theſe two Seeds, or kindsof Seed, are 
formally diſtinguiſhed the one from the other,viz. 
with reſpe& to the Covenants, for ſo he ſuppoſes 
them to be two diſtin& Covenants,that God made 
with them as Abraham's Seed 3 or, as he ſpeaks, 
entered with Abravam tor them. 

3. That hereupon their reſpeCtive Covenant- 
Intereſt muſt of necctlity be divers, and fall 
under a diftin& Conſideration, and the Bletings 
appropriated to either, muſt be conveyed ina way 
agreeable to their peculiar and reſpective Cove- 
nant-Intere(t 3 and if we compare this with his 
inſuing Inquiry, it evidently appears, though he 
expreſſeth himſelf very darkly, that his plain 
meaning is, that theſe diftin& Seeds, or kinds 
of Seed, as a Father unto which Abraham was 

now confidered, being, as he had uſt afore fup- 
poſed them to be, formally diſtinguiſhed the one 
from the other 3 there mult of neceſſity be two 
diſtin& Covenants, 'the one the Covenant of 
Grace, the other the Covenant of Works 3 the 
fame with that made with the People of 1ſraet at 
Mount Sinai, And theſe two Coyenants convey =- 
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ing quite diſtin& kinds of Bleſſings, were enter- 
ed with Abraham for them reſpeCtively. 

4+ That there was, and it was neceffary there 
ſhould be,an intermixture of the Promiſes convey= 
ing thoſe diſtin& Bleſſings, - Spiritual Bleflings be- 
Ing-involved,as he ſpeaks,in the ſhade of Tempo» 
ral, and a Spiritual Seed in the ſhade of a Na- 
tural : theſe four particulars are included in 
that one General here premitted by our Author, 
Now there are four things in this Paragrat, that 
make it exceeding remarkable to me. 

r1.'That Mr. Cox ſhould affirm, that this thing, 
including thoſe four Particulars, is moſt clearly 
ſtated in the New Teliament, and yet give us 
no Intimations where, y 

2. That he ſhould ſay, there is a neceſſity that 
two diſtin& Covenants ſhould be entered with 
Abrabam tor thoſe two kinds of Seed, and yet 
give us no reaſon why he fo judges, 

3. That he ſhould affirm thele things cannot be 
confounded without hazard to the moſt impor- 
tant Articles in the Chriſtian Religion, and yet 
not inſtance in any one that is hazarded thereby. 

4+ That which is moſt remarkable unto me 15, 
That he ſhould fay this is more evident than to 
admit of a denial. I conceive he mult needs in- 
tend the ſame thing, that before he had ſaid was 
molt clearly ftated in the New Teſtament, and 
ſo that Particle, this, muſt have reference to all 
thoſe four Particulars before mentioned. But 
how Mr. Cox can poſſibly imagine, that all thoſe 
Particulars, yea, or any one of them in his ſence, 
ſhould be more evident than to admit of a denial, 


is to me matter of great Admiration 3 ſure he 
cannot 
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cannot but know that the whole of what he has 
{aid, excepting thats firſt Clauſc,viz. that Abraham 
mult be conſidered in a double Capacity,and that 
as ab{traGed from that account he gives of it,and 
that Paſſage concerning the involving of Spiritu- 
al Bleflings in the ſhade of Temporal,is vehement- 
ly denied, not only by me, but by many others 
yea, that the whole of what he hath ſaid, taken 
conjunctly, and in the ſence intended by him, 
js #no ore denied by all that: have hitherto plead- 
cd the - Cauſe of Infant Baptiſm from ' Abras 
ham's Covenant. Now that Mr. Cox ſhould ſup- 
poſe that to be-more evident than to admit of a 
denial, which is denied byHundreds,orThouſands, 
yea, almot} by the whole Univerſal Church, withs 
out giving nsany reaſon at all of that his ſuppo= 
fal, is certatnly matter of great Admiration. — 
But Sand mult be laid for a Foundation by the 
ableſt Builders, where better Materials are not 
to be had, Mr. Cox having laid this Foundati- 
on, ſuch as it is, proceeds to the Inquiries bot- 


tomed thereon; But for me to tollow him 


x& TXT through them all, would be utterly im- 
pertinent, ſeeing there is no juſt Foundation at all 
for the one or the other of his two laſt Inquiries : 
I ſhall therefore in a dire Oppotition to the very - 
detign of his whole Diſcourſe, as it concerns the 
Federal Trarſaions of God with Abrabam, lay 
down a fourfold Propoſition, aad offer ſomewhat 
for their Confirmation, eſpecially of the two for- 
rner, and conſider whatever he has laid,/+that 
carries the leaſt Appearance of Oppoli tion to wy | 
of them, | 
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Prop. 1. That God in making, or when he did 
make thoſe Promiſes unto Abraham, recorded 
Gen. 12. 2, 3+ did not enter or cfiabliſh the Co« 
venant of grace with him. This lieth direaly 
oppoſite to what Mr. Cex affirms, p. 74. where 
faith he, in the Tranſaction of God with Abra- 
ham, recorded Gen. 12. he did ſolemnly confirm 
bis Covenant with him 3 he means, he then efta« 
' bliſhed, ſo heexpreſſeth himfclt, p. 74. or made 
fo > he expreſſeth himſelf p. 77. His Covenant 
evidently intending the Covenant of Grace. Now 
this I abſolutely deny, and on the contrary at- 
frm, That in theſe Tranſacions.of God with 4- 
braham, he did not make or eſtabliſh the Covenant 
of Grace with him. The truth is, he did not 
then make any Covenant at all with him, and 
conſequently not the Covenant of Grace ; And 
though the Proof lies upon the Opponant, and-it 
might be enough for me to deny, yet I ſhall offer 
2 threetold Argument to prove the Negative. 

- Arg. 1. Where we have neither the Name of a 
Covenant, nor the thing it ſelf, there no Cove- 
nant,. and conſequently not the . Covenant of 
Grace was made: But in thoſe Tranſactions of 
. God with Abrabam, we have neither the Name 
ofa Covenant,nor the thing it (elf. Therefore,&e, 
That we have not the Name of a- Covenant, 
Mr. Cox acknowledges,and that here was nothing 
likea Covenant, taking that term (Covenant) in 
a proper Senſe, as it is alwayes taken when the 
Covenant of Grace is intended, is alike evident." 
Here art, it is-true, ſome abſolute Promiſes made 
to 4brabam perſonally conſidered, but not atly 
made to his Seed; ' whether Natural or Spiritual, 
conveying 


96 The Covenant of (ircumciſton, 


conveying unto them any particular Good 3 nei- 
ther is here any Reſtipulation required, as there is, 
as I ſuppoſe Mr. C- will grant in the Covenant 
of Grace, as in all other Covenants, when that 
term is uſed in a prop:r ſenſe, there is. See 
Mr, Cox his Diſcourſe page 5» So that neither 
having the Name, nor the Thing it (elf, it is ut- 
terly unſcriptural, yea unreaſonable to athrm, that 
any, in ſpecial that that Covenant of Grace was 
at this time centred with Abrabam.it was only the 


preaching of the Goſpel to him, ſo the Apoflle . ex- 


preſly tells us, Gal. 3. 5. 

Arg. 2. It the Covenant of Grace were at 
this time entred with Abrabam, and this be 
a diſtin Covenant from that mentioned, Gen, 
17.7. then there were two diltin& Covenants 
of Grace entred with Abraham : but there were 
not two diftin& Covenants of Grace entred with 
Abraham ; therefore at this time, the Covenant 
of Grace was not entred with him. That that 
Covenavt mentioned, Ger. 17. is the Cove- 
nant of Grace, ſhall be after proved : Whence in 
caſe-this Covenant were the Covenant of Grace, 
and that a dittin& Covenant from that, then there 
muſt needs be two diſtin& Covenants of Grace : 
which is falſe. 

- Arg. 3. The Covenant of Grace was made with 
Abraham, as aQually conſtituted the Father of the 
Faithful 3 bue at the time of this Tranſaction 
of God with him, he was not actually conſtituted 
in that Relation 3 therefore at that time the Co- 
venant of Grace was not centred with him it may 
ſeem that Abraham was not conſiituted in that 


Relation till the Change ot his Name, Gen.17. 5. 
| However 
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However this is certain, he was not to be looked 
upon in that Relation, till after thoſe noble Acts 
of his Faith, of which we have an account, Gen, 
13.6, ſ{ceing the Apoſtle expreſly te!ls us, he 
put forth thoſe Ads of Faith, That he might be- 
come the Father of mmany Nations, Rom, 4. IS; , 
plainly implying he was not ſo betore. Indeed in 
that Gen. 12, God intimated to him that he ſhould 
be for the future conſtituted in that Relation, but 
oth hot then actually, conſtitute him in it: but 
now, I fay, the Covenant of Grace was made with 
him as the Father of the Faithful; fo that at this 
- Tranlaction God neither did nor could enter the 
Covenant of Grace with him. But let us ſee 
what Mr, Cox hath ſaid in Confirmation of his 
Affirmation, viz, That God in this Tranſacion 
with Abraham, Gen. 12. did enter or make the 
Covenant of Grace with him, and all that I can 
find is only this, viz, That the Covenant of Grace 
was, as the Apoſile tells us, Gal. 3. 17. Conftir- 
med of God in Chriſt 430 Years betore the giving 
of the Law at Mount Sinai. Now, faith he, from 
the giving of that hrſt Promiſe to Abraham,recor- 
.ded Gen. 12.2, 3-: unto that very Night in which 
the Children of Iſrael wete delivered out of their 
Egyptian Bondage, is the Computation of thoſe 
Years to be made, which he thinks will be evi- 
dent to any that ſhall diligently compare the 
' Chronology of thoſe times, with the expreſs Te- 
ſtimony of Moſes, Exod. 12.41. Now to this I 
ſhall fay in the general, that had Mr. C. given usan 
exa& Computation of the Chronologics of thoſe 
times, it might have given ſome more light into 


this matter, but that I ſuppoſe he knew _— 
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be-a matter of no ſmall! difficulty to do: I re- 
member what - Tlyricus faith, 4b hoc tempore, 

meaning the time of Jacob's Death, 
* Tllyricus * Seriem annorum non poſſumus part 
de Ratione facilitate dedncere, And he gives 
Lib 4. this reaſon for it, Nam Geneologie 
p. 52. haud quaquam eadem ratione pertax- 

untur, in Kgypto qua baflenus face 
tum eſt ; ſo that how evident ſoever Mr. Cox ſup- 


- poles it will be, yet this learned Man was of an- 
other mird : but more particularly, I fhall offer 


theſe tew things to conlideration, 

1+ That it is very uncertain where to fix the 
Epocha of theſe four hundred and thirty Years 
mentioned by Moſes, and after him by the Apo- 
ſile. There nceds no other Proof of this, then the 
Diſagreement and ſharp Conteſts found amongſt 
Interpreters and Chronologers about it 3 vix duo 
hafienus inter ſe conveniunt{aith Pareus.I ſuppoſe Mr, 
C. is not ignorant of what he hath ſaid to prove 
that theſe Years muſt neceſſarily be reckoned from 
the ERabliſhment of that Covenant, Gen. 15. 18, 
which he takes to be the ſame with that, Gen, 
17. TI ſhall not determine only this I ſhall ſay, 
the uncertainty is 'ſo great, as that no Ar- 
gument can be taken therefrom to prove that 
the Promiſe or Covenant the Apoltle hath reter- 
Ence unto, is that mentioned Gen. 12, 

2, That it is utterly improbable that theſe 
(439) Years do, if not abſolutely certain that 
they do not beer Date from the giving of thoſe 
Promiſes Gen. 12, unto Abraham: tor let but theſe 
three things be conſidered, 


1, That 


the Covenant of Grace, Sg: 99 


7. That there is a probability at leaſt, that 
thoſe (4090) Years mentioned Gen. 15. 13. and 
thoſe (430) Years mentioned by Moſes, and by 
the Apolile, . intend one and the ſame number 
of Years, both Pareus and many other Interpreters 
conclude,and an{werably mult bggin & end at the 
ſame times,the thirty odd Years not being at firlt 
mentioned 3 tho after, when there is a more ex- 
a& account of the time of the Iſraelites abode in 
Epgypr, including their Peregrination in Canaan, 
1s given, they are exprelt, Now it is agreed on 
by many, it not by molt, that thoſe 400 Years 
began either at the Birth of Iſaac, or at Ihma- 
e's mocking of him 3 , and that they rhult begin 
at the one or the othet' of thoſe times, feems evi=- 
dent, becauſe the Predictions expreſly concern 
Abraham's Seed, and nat Abraham himſelf; the 
Words are, Know of @ Surety, that thy Seed ſhall 
be @ ſtranger in the L and that is not theirs : So that 
ſuppoling theſe diſtin Numbers, viz. 400, and 
430. intend, asto their beginning and ending, 
one and the ſame Peziod of time, they multi at 
leaſt publickly be dated, either at I1ſaac's Birth, 
or Iſmael's Perſccuting, as the Apotile interprets 
his mocking of him, 

2, Suppoſe the 430 Years mult begin 3o Years 
”_ the 400, yet this 430 Years mad be dated 

if not after Abraham's coming into the Land 

of Canaan 3 this is not only expreſly athrmed by 
the 70 Tranſlaters, in their Verſion of that Exod. 
12.40. but is neceflarily implied in the Text, for 
ſo the Words run, . And the ſojourning of the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael, who dwelt in Egypt, was 430 Tears. 
It is not ſaid indeed they did (ojourn fo long in 
H2 +. Egypt, 
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gypt, but their ſojourning was fo long. Now 
they cannot poſſibly be ſaid to ſojourn in Canaan 
before Abraham come into it,and that of their ſo- 
journing in that Land, and in Egypt, the Text 
there ſpeaks, I conceive is agreed on by all;whence . 
it appears, that thoſe 430 Years, mult neceſſari- 
ly begin after Abraham's coming into Canaan. 
Hence, 

3. That thoſe Promiſes, Gen. 12,2, 3. were 
given to Abraham ſometime, how long, is hard to 
determine, before he came into Canaan; they 
were given him while in Ur of the Caldeans, after 
which he dwelt ſometime in Charran, yea, and a 
conſiderable time, as appears Gen. 12.5, Now 
ſhould we date thel(e Years intervening, between 
the giving of thoſe Promiſes, and the coming of 
the Children of Iſrael out of Egypt, they would 
amount to many more than 430, ſceing, as all 
agree, yea, Mr, Cox himſelf afthrms, there paſt 
exactly ſo many Years from Abraham's coming 
into Canaan, unto the Children of 1ſrae!'s going 
out of Egypt : Fromthe whole it is, if notabſo- 
lately certain, yet exceeding probable, That that 
cannot be the Promiſe, or Covenant, from 
the giving of which, to the giving of the Law, 
there are faid to be 439 Years 1t may rather 
ſcem it was that Promiſe mentioned Gen 12, v. 6, 
But, 
4+. Suppoſe, which yet I grant not, that the 

430 Years are to be reckoned trom God's giving 
thoſe Promiſes, 12. Gen. 2, 3, Yet it cannot be 
from thence concluded, that the Covenant of 
Grace was then, or in them eſtabliſhed with 4- 
braham, Mr. Cox hin;\clt grants, that the Cove- 

nant 
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nant of Circumciſion, as he call, viz. that 
Covenant mentioned Gen, 17. 7. which they take 
to be the old Covenant, but we afhrm to be 
the Covenant of Grace, was not perfected at one 
TranſaGtion, nor all the Promiſes of it made to 
Abraham at one time 3 and this I ſhall readily 
grant, that God in making thoſe Promiſes, Gen, 
12. did begin to deal with Abraham, with rcfc- 
rence to the Eltabliſhment oft the Covenant of 
Grace with him; and anſ{werably, that thoſe 
Promiſes did prepare the way thereunto, and do 
contain the Bleflings of it, as more generally rc- 
vealed. And which was afterwards more parti- 
cularly expreſt, and the Apottle mignt compute 
the Years intervening the making that Cove- 
nant, after confirmed in Chriſt, and the giving 
the Law, from the firſt Tranſaction of God with 
Abraham with reterence thereunto, which 1s no 
Proof, that the Covenant was then eſtabliſhed 
between God and Abraham. But Laſtly, 

Suppoſe we ſhould grant that the Covenant 
of Grace was entered with, or, as Mr. Cox expreſ- 
ſeth it, revealed to Abraham in thoſe Promiſes, 
Gen. 12. Yet that is no Argument at -all, that 
that Covenant Gen. 17.'is not the Covenant of 
Grace. The firft Lines of the Covenant of Grace 
might be then drawn, as Mr. Cox faith, the fir{t 
Lines of the Covenant at Mount Sinai, were firſt 
drawn in the Eſtabliſhment of that Covenant, 
Gen, 17. and yet the ſame Covenant might be 
more fully and \explicitly entered in that Tranſ- 
action recorded Gen. 17, and that is encugh as 
to my preſent purpoſe. This 1 ſuppoſe 1 may 
ſafely ſay, is-more evident thzn to admit of ade- 
H 3 nial, 
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nial, at lea@þy Mr. Cox3 and from the whole of 
what hath Þeen faid, we may cvidently fee of 
how little uſe this Obſervation about the Years, 
intervening, betwcen the Covenant contirmed in 
Chrifi, and the giving of the Law at Mount Sinai, 
is as to Mr, Cox's purpoſe. 

But to procced to the ſecond Propoſition, the 
more full Eftabliſhment of which is, that I pecu- 
liarly defigncd theſe Sheets for, and that 1s this: 

2, Prop. That that Covenant eſtabliſhed with 
Abraham and his Sced in their Generations, Gen. 
17. 7+ is the Govenant of Grace, or that gracious 
Covenant confrmed in Chriti, according unto 
which, all the Ele& always have been, itill are, 
and yet ſhall be ſaved. And for a more full 
Eſtabliſhment of this Propolition, wherein the 
Covenant-Intereft, and by Conſequence the Bap- 
tiſm of the Infant-Seed ot Believers, is peculiar- 
ly concerned, I {hall ſpeak to it both negatively, 
and 24a) 6 

Firtt, ezatively. And here I ſhall firſt offer fome- 
what to prove,that this Covenant was not the old 
Covenant, or the ſame with that entered with the 
People of Iſrael at Mount Sinai: And then con- 
iider what Ar. Cox hath ſaid in confirmation of 
his Suppolition, viz. That it was the old Cove- 
nant 3 and that this is his Opinion, ( though he 
expreſſeth not himſclt zn totidemwerbis, that 1 have 
yet obſerved) 1s luthciently evident from the 
whole delign of his Diſcourſe, at Jeait fo far as 
it concerns the Covenant-Tranſactions of God 
with Abraham; and more cſpccially pag. 104. 
end 113. and frequently cl{where; as allo by his 
conſtant di iinguiſhing of it from the Coyenant 
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of Grace. Now in a dirc& oppoſition unto this Sup- 
pofition of his, I {hall indeavour to -provethar jt 
was not the old Covenant. Indeed I ſhould ſuffici- 
ently diſcharge the part of a Reſpondent, toarſwer 
what he hath aid to prove that it is3 and bctides, 
to prove that it is the Covenant ct Grace, will ſuf- 
ficientlyoverthrow this Suppoſal of his 3 but yet ex 
abundanti, 1 ſhall offer ſomewhat to prove that it 
was not' the old Covenant. And, - | 

1, If the Scripture continually dechares; 'that 
the Covenant made a t Mount Sanai was the od 
Covenant 3 and no where dedares that this Co- 
venant made with Abraham was ſo: Then that 
Covenant made-at Mount &:nar,'-and not this 
made with Abraham, was the old Covenant. Burt 
the Antecedent is true, therctore the Conſequent, 
As God is the Author and Eltablither of all Cove- 
nants, that have paſt between Himſelt and Man 3 
ſo we areto beregulated in our Notions and Con- 
ceptions of themm, by the Revelation he hath 
made of them in his Word. Hence, tor any to 
athrm, that. this. Covenant: e{tabliſhed with 4- 
brabam was the old Covenant, when God hath no 
where declared that it was (», is openly to de- 
clare themſelves to be guided by their own Fan» 
cies and Imaginations, and not by the uncrring 
Light of the Scriptures. But eſpecially , when 
God himſclt hath declared expreſly in his Word, 
yea once and again, that there 15 another Co- 
yenant, viz. that made at Mount Sinai, that he 
gives the denomination of the old Covenant un- 
to- And this may be further obſerved, That the 
ſameneſs of ſome-particular Good promiſed, and 
Dutics commanded, in this Coycnant cftabliſhed 
H 4 with 
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with 4braham, and that made at Mount Sinai, 
cannot juſtly be interpreted a Reyelation from 
God, that the Covenants are one and the,ſame 3 
there may be obſerved an Identity, or Samenels, 
Foth of Good promiſed, and Duties commanded, 
in the Covenant of Nature, and the Covenant 
of Grace, in ſundry Particulars 3 and yet the 
Covenantsare not only diliind&, but of quite dif- 
fcfent natures and tenors. Now that the Scrip= 
tures declare, that the Covenant made at Mount 
Sinai, is the old Covenant, is plain 3 ſee Ferem. 31, 
32, with Heb. S. IO. and let our Opponants 
thew whercver the Covenant made with Abra- 


bam- is declared in Scripture to be the old Cove- 
nant. 


Arg. 2, The Law or the old Covenant was or- 
aain'd byAngels in the hand of a human Mediator, 
a Mcdiztor that was a mere Man : but this Cove- 
nant eltabliſhed with Abraham, was not ordain- 
ed by Angels in the hand of a humane Mediator : 
therefore this Covenant was not the Law, or the 
old Covenant. The Major is expreſly affirmed by 
thc Apolile, Gal. 3.19. It any ſhall athrm that 
the Covenant made with Abraham was fo ordain- 
cd, it concerns them to prove it, 


Arg. 3. The Law or old Covenant was given 
430 Years after the Covenant of Grace was eſta- 
bliſhed with Abrabam: but this Covenant entercd 
with Abraham was not entered 430 Years after 

the Covenant of 'Grace was entercd with him 3 
therefore this Covenant cannot be the Law or 
old Covenant. The Major is evident from the 
Expreſs W ords of the Apoſile, Gal. 3, 17. The 


Minox 
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Minor. 1s evident from the Hiſtory of God's Co- 
venant- Tranſaction with Abraham. 

Arg. 4. God himlclt expreſly denies that this 
Covenant cliabliſhed with Abraham was the old 
Covenant : Theretore, that God cxpreſly denics 
the Covenant cftabliſhed with Abraham to be the 
old Covenant, is evident, 'Dext. 5.2, 3, where 
faith Moſes, ſpeaking by the Spirit of God, The 
Lord our God made a Covenant with us in Horeb : 
The Lord made not this Covenant with our Fathers, 
Now, that under this Term Fathers, we muſt ne- 
ceflarily include Abraham, cannot be denied : 
Whence it is evident, that the Covenant made in 
Horeb (that is at Mownt Sinai) was not made 
with Abraham. And that which may yet further 
confirm us, it it needs any further Contirmition,is 
this, that the Lord himſelt expyeſly diſtinguilbeth 


that Covenant made with Abraham, from that 


Covcnant made at Mount Sinai, Deut. 29. 1. 
Theſe are the Words of the Covenant, viz. which 
they were now entring with God, as is expreſt 
ver. IO, and {oO on : And that this was the Coves- 
nant made with Abrabam, is exprefly declared, 
ver. 13, Now this Covenant is expreſly faid to 
be another Covenant, belides that made in He- 
reb, (ſo ver. 1, they could not be one and the 
ſame Covenant. Now, what can poſhbly be more 
plain ? who can with anypretence to any atten= 
dance to divine Revelation,queltion, whether that 
Covenant made with Abraham, Gen. 17.7. be the 
old Covenant, or the ſame Covenant with that 
made with the People of Iſrael at Mount Sinai, 
when the Lord himſclt not only denies that that 
Coycnant made at Mount Sinai, was ——_— 
Ie 
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Abraham, but evidently, and in plain Words, 
diſtinguiſheth the one from the other ? And that 
which may yet further confirm us, is, that the 
Scriptures every-where ſpeak of the Covenant 
made with Abraham in the fingular Number 3 and 
no where give the leaſt intimation, that there 
were two Covenants, the one of which can poſſi- 
bly be ſuppoſed to be the Covenant of Grace, and 
the other the old Covenant. Theſsg Arguments 
are ſo plain, that nothing can be rationally re- 
plied. Not that I ſuppoſe, nothing, at all can be 
by the Wit of Man invented (Alas! Mar: hath 
found out many Inventions) to deceive nirufelf, 
and others: But I fay nothing, can be 1aid, that 
ſhall carry any appearance of a jutt Reply, Butlet 
us ſee What Mz. C. hath ſaid in- Contirmation of 
his Suppoſitian, whether that may not counter- 
ballance what hath been now ſaid, to prove; that 
this Covenant was not the old .Covenant, ard in 
paſſage, I ſhall only remark, that in caſe he ex- 
pected that his Diſcourſe ſhould be of any uſe for 


. the clearing up that great Point, concerning the 


right Subjeds of Baptiſm, as he proteſſedly de- 
ſigned it, he ſhould have applyed himſelf with 
the utmoſt diligence, to have proved this his 
Suppoſition.” Of all that he affirms in his whole 
Diſcourſe, this required the cleareſt and moſt con» 
vincing proof. Certainly he could not but foreſee, 
that his Reader, ſuppoſe him inquiſitive after 
Truth, would exve@ a clear, ſolid, and ſubſtan=- 
tial Proof of this Suppofition : But alas! that maſt 
not be expected, ſeeing he declines the handling 
of things in a polemical way, but that quite ſpoils 
his delign, and renders his whole Diſcourle utterly 


uſes 
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uſeleſs, as to ſuch Readers, And he might eaſily 
have forcſcen that it would ſo do, two things a- 
mong, others made it indiſpenſably neceſſary to 
his attaining the end proteſſedly aimed at, that he 
{ſhould - cither have -produced ſome plain and cx- 
preſs Scripture one or more ; Or elſe, that he 
ſhould have laid down ſome found Arguments, 
well bottom'd upon the Scripture. The tit is, 
the Intercfi that this Covenant under Confiderati- 
on, tis pleaded to have in the practice of Intant- 
Eaptiſm. Himfelt tells us, he had obſerved that 
the main hinge of the Controverſy, about the 
right Subjects of Bap:iſm, does turn upon that 
Covenant, Gen. 17. thus in his Pretace, pag. 2. 
Neither do I think he is muct»mittaken in that his 
Obſe: vation. Now he knows that we that plead 
for Infant-Baptiſm, do afhrm that that is the Co- 
yenant of Grace ſurely then, when he not only 
denies that, but afthrms the quite contrary, (viz.) 
that it is the old Covenant 3 in which we readily 
grant, that Infant-Baptiſm is not concerned, he 
{hould have well eſtabliſhed that his Affirmation, 
otherwiſe he might well ſce, he would leave us 
where we were. . 2, That which made this ne- 
ccſſary, is the oppoſition that his Suppohtion 
bears to the judgment ot the generality, it not 
univerſality, of thoſe, who among Proteſtants 
have had the repute of Orthodox, and its falling 
in, and exact Compliance with the Notions thar 
both the Papilts and Socinzans have of this Cove- 
nant and what an ill repute both. theſe Sects * 
have among Proteftants, is not unknown. Now 
tho it is true, it's not ſuthcient Proof of any Do- 
Qrine or Tenent, that it is held by the generality 
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of Orthodox Divines,nor a ſufficient Confutation 
to ſay it is held by Papiſts and Socinzans 3 yet he 
might well conclude, that thoſe that are Prote- 
fants, and reſolve fo to continue, will not,with- 
out very good Proof, embrace a Notion fo dire&- 
ly oppoſite to the judgment of all Orthodox Di- 
vines, and fo exactly complies with the Senti- 
ments of thoſe who are of fo ill Fame amongſt 
them 3 and theconfideration of the time our Lot 
is cafi in, with the Circumſtances we are under, 
adds to the necef{arineſs of a clear Proot of any 
DoGrine or Tenent of this Nature 3 fo that tho in 
other parts of his Diſcourſe, naked Suggeltions 
might be more tolerable, yet here they are intole- 
r2ble. And if it be faid, that tho Mr. C. has de- 
clined the handling of this Queltion, between him 
and the Pedobaptiſts, relating to this Covenant in 
a Polemical way,. yet he hath given a ſufficient 
enforcement to this his Suppoſition 3 whether he 
hath done fo or no, ſhall now be conſidered. 

And thatI might not paſs by any thing that he 
hath ſaid, in Confirmation of his Suppoſition 3 I 
have with what diligence I could, ſearched again 
and again the whole of his enſuing Diſcourſe,and 
can find only theſe few Paſſages ſcattered here and 
there, that can with any ſhew of Reaſon, be ſup- 
poſed to carry on that Deſign, which I ſhall briefly 
weigh. The tirftis that pag, 104. line 13. where, 
ſays he, having reſpe& to this Covenant, it is 
obſervable, that in this tranſaction of God with 


* Abraham, we fir{t meet with an expreſs injunction 


of Obedience toa Command, and that of poſitive 
Right, and that as the Condition of Covenant- 
Intereſt z and the whole is. uſhered in with this 
Pro- 


« I — 
O02 CITI —e___—— I — 


— 


the Covenant of Grace, &c. 109 


Prologue, Tam the Almighty God, walk thaw before 
me, and be thou perfect, In which Words, a firi& 
and intire Obedience to his, (that is, God's) Pre- 
cepts is required, in order to the inheriting of the 
good things that were to be given by this Cove- 


* nant, 


In anſwer unto which I muſt ſay, I ſhould ne- 
ver have imagined that this Paſſage had been de- 
{figned as a Proof, that this Covenant was the 
old Covenant, had it nct been uſhered in with 
ſuch an obſervable Term : I ſhall only add, that 
+ let that miliake be re&ihed,* viz, that Obedience 
to a Command of poſitive Right (he means the 
Command concerning Circumcihon) was requi- 
ted as the Condition of Covenant-Intereſt;z for 
Circumciſion was not required unto Covenant- 
Intereli, but did ſuppoſe it 3 compare Gen. 17. 7, 
8. with 11.1 fay, let this Miſtake be reQihed, and 
I (hall not be ſo uncharitable, as to think it needs 
any Anſwer at all; ſure none will deny, but Bap- 
tiſm, though a politive Duty, with ſtrict and en- 
tire Obedience, is required in the Covenant of 
Grace, 

Secondly, The ſecond Paſſage that occurs, 
wherein the ſame Deſign ſeems to be carried on, 
is in his 108. pag. Where having ſaid, there is zo 
way of avoiding confuſion and entanglement in our con- 
ceptions of theſe things, but by keeping before our Eyes 
the diſtinciion of Abraham's Seed: what things he 
intends is hard for me to imagine: but be they 
what they will, ſure they are ſome things, that 
he had immediately before laid down, which it 
ſo, -I muſt ſay they are only ſuch as have a being 
in his own Imagination, and none in the Scrip- 
tures. Hence 
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Hence the avoiding or not avoiding of Confu- 
fion or entanglements in our conceptions of them, 
is of no concern as to the Controverſy under de- 
bate, but having thus expreſt himſelf, he imme- 
diately ſubjoins, Neither can I fee any reaſon for 
an aſſignment of Covenant-Intereſt in all Spiritu- * 
al Bleſſings, typihed as well as in the Temporal, 
that were the Types of them to the carnal Seed 3 
and yet not to admit the conveyance of the ſame 
Covenant to hold good in point of Temporal 
Bleffings, to the Spiritual Seed 3 fecing, as ſome 
conceive, both are direly inchuded in the ſameg 
Covenant, and the Promiſe of both was ſealed 
with the ſame Seal. 
| Now tho Mr. C, expreſs himſelf ſomewhat 
odly, and obſcurely, yet as his Deſign is, or at 
lealt ſeems to be, to diſprove our Aſſertion, VIZ; 
That this Covenant 1s the Covenant of Grace, 
and by Conſequence to eſtabliſh his own Suppo- 
fition, viz- That it was the old Covenant 3 ſo he 
ſeems to reaſon thus, Sceing we afhrm that this is 
the Covenant of Grace, and anſwerably that it 
did convey both the Temporal Bleftings to Abra- 
ham's Natuial Seed as Types, and alſo the Spiri- 
tual Bleflings typihed by them 3 ſo now under the 
New Teſtament, it muſt convey Temporal 
Bleflings as the Type, as well as the Spiritual 
Blcflings typiticd by them, to his Spiritual Seed. 
To which I an{wer, How far the Covenant did ex- 
tend to Abraham's Natural Seed; and how far,or 
to whom of them it did convey either Temporal or 
Spiricual Blciſings, meerly as ſuch,hath been elſe- 
where declared, and is unneceſſary here to be re- 


| peated, at preſent, as previous to the diſcovery of 
the 
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the frivalouſneſs of this Reaſoning 3 TI ſhall only 
ſay, that it might have been of ſome uſe, had our 
Author ſhewed us what Temporal Bleſſings he 
means, which,as Types of Spiritual Blefings,were 
conveyed to Abraham's Natural Seed. By this 
Covenant, he ſeems to diſtinguiſh them from the 
Lard of Canaan: but now certainly he cannot but 
know, that the only Temporal Blefling that we 
afhrm, was conveycd to Abraham's Natural Seed, 
by this Covenant, as a Type of any Spiritual 
Blefling, was the Land of Canaan it ſelt. Whence 
the only (cruple that canariſe from what we athrm 
is this, viz, 

How the Promiſe of the Land of Canaan could » 
convey both a Temporal Blethng, viz. that 
Land it ſelf,as pe of a Spiritual Bleſſing, and 
the Spiritual Bling typiticd by it, to Abraham's 
Natural Sced, and yet only conveyed the Spiritual 
Blefling typified to his Spiritual Seed. And the 
only Reaſon, that Mr. C. affigns why this cannot 
be, is this, becauſe he cannot ſee any Reaſon, 
why under the firſt Teſtament, both a Temporal 
Blefling as a Type, and the Spiritual Bleſſing ty- 
pitied, ſhould be conveyed to Abrabam's Natural 
Seed, and yet only the Spiritual Blctling typited 
ſhould be conveyed to his Spiritual Seed, ſeeing 
both are directly included in the fame Covenant, 


. and the Promile of both ſealed with the ſame Seal. 


To which I ſhal] fay three things. 

Firſt, That it is no Reaſon to prove, that ſuch 
a thing cannot be, becauſe one Man cannot ſee 
any Reaſon why it ſhould be. 

Secondly, That whether any Reaſon can be ſeen 
by him, or any body elſe, or no, yet it is certain it 
hath 


c 
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hath been ſo 3 and that from the very firſt eſtab- 
liſhment of the Covenant with Abraham to this 
very day, this Promiſe hath conveyed to very ma- 
ny the Spiritual Þleſhngs typified, when yet it 
hath not conveyed to them any Intereſt in, or 
Right to the temporal Blefling, as the Type. It 
did ſo to Abraham himſelf, and it did ſo to many 
of his Children. 

That it did convey the ſpiritual Bleſſing typified 
to Abraham himſelf, isevident from that of the 
Apoſtle, in Heb. 11. 10. By virtue of what 
Promiſe did Abraham look for that City, it not by 
virtue of this? And yet it did not convey unto 


t him the Land of Canaan itſelf na, not ſo much 


of it as whereon to ſet bis Feet, as Stephen ſpeaks. 
And that it did alike convey chricul Bleſſing 
to many of his ſpiritual Seed under the Firſt Te- 
ſtament, who had no Intereſt in that Land,, is 
alike evident, 
Witneſs all thoſe of Abraham's natural Seed, 
that were alſo his ſpiritual Seed, antecedent to 


their actual Poſſeſſion of that Land. So witneſs 


all the fincere Proſclytes, that joined themſelves 
to the Lord during the ſianding of the Jewiſh 
Church, they had a Right to the ſpiritual Bleffing 
typihed, and that by virtue of this very Promiſe, 


. and yet no Poſ{ciſion, no, not ſo much as where- 


on to ſet their Feet, as it is ſaid of Abraham, in 
the Land of Canaan 3 and why ſhould any queſti- 
on how this can. be ' under the New Tetftament, 
which was ſo common under the Old, is unacs 
countable as to me. 


Thirdly 3 
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Thirdly, The plain Reaſon of this Aſſignment 
of Covenant-Intereſt in Spiritual Bleſſings, typi- 
fied by the Land of Canaan,as well as in that Tem- 
poral Bleſſing as a Type, unto Abraham's Natural 
Seed, and yet of Covenant-[ntereſt only in the 
Spiritual Blefling typihed to his Spiritual Seed, fo 
far as ſuch an Aſhgnment was to be made, is, bes 
cauſe it was the Will and Pleaſure of God, that 
the Natural Seed ſhould enjoy both the Temporal 
and the Spiritual Bleſſings, but that his Spiritual 
Seed ſhould only enjoy the Spiritual Bleftings and 
not the Temporal : God, as 1 may fo ſpeak, firſt 
gave the good of the Covenant in the Shell, but 
aftergives the Kernel without the Shell, and no 
other Reaſon is to be aſligned hereof, but his mecr 
Will and Pleaſure, But however, this is enough 
for us to prove, that in this Promiſe of Canaan 
there was included a Spiritual Good, viz. Heaven 
as typified by that Land, and that that Promiſe 
does (till convey an Interelt in that Spiritual Good, 
to all Abraham's Spiritual Secd 3 it any ſhall judg 
themſelves to have ſufhcient ground till, to lay 
claim to the Temporal Good as the Type, they 
ſhall not be oppoſed by me: - | 

Now that that Promiſe did imply or include a 
Spiritnal Good, »is evident, by Abraham's looking 


" For a City that hath Foundations by virtue of it, 


Mr, C. himſelf, I ſuppoſe, will readily grant 
this, and that this Promiſe doth convey the lame 
Spiritual Good to all his Spiritual Seed, is evilent 
from this Covenant, its having received its con- 
firmation in Chriſt, and conſequently its being 
not diſannuled, and the promiſe, thereof unre- 
voked, and conſequently applicable to all the 

| I Spi-* 


113a The Covenant of Cireamciſton, 


Spiritual Seed of Abraham, only let this one thing 
be added, that it is not unuſual forthe Prophets 
and holy Men of God, to promiſe ſpiritual Things 
in terms,that according to the letter only, intend 
a temporal good, when yet thoſe, to whom the 
Promiſe does appertain, can only lay claim to the 
ſpiritual! good typified, and not to the temporal 
tipifying : take only that one inſtance, Iſa. 57. 13. 
He that putteth his truſt in me (they are the words 
of the Lord by the Prophet) ſhall poſſeſs the Land, 
and fhall inherit my holy Monntain, 

Now I would detire to know whether this 
Promiſe be not applicable to Beleivers under the 
New-Teſtament 3 and hence whether Believers 
may not now lay claim to, and appropriate to 
themſelves the ſpiritual good typified, when yet 
they can lay no claim to any part of that Land ? 
and why the like Aſſignment may not be made 
with reſpe& to this Promiſe of the Covenant, 1 
cannot conjeure. From the whole we may ſee, 
how infigniticant this reaſoning of our Authonr 
is, to prove that this Covenant under conſidera- 
tion was the Old-Covenant. 

But to proceed, in his Pages 122 and 123 we 
have threeScriptnres cited,in purſuance of the ſame 
delign, namely, to prove that that Covenant, Gen, 


17. was the Old-Covenant, and hisdefign in the 


general is this, To'prove that Circumciſion did+be- 
long to the Moſaical Oeconomy, and- confe- 
quently that this Covenant whereunto Circumci- 
tion” was anexcd, 'muſt needs be the Law or'old 
Covenant. | 
In anſwer to this, I ſhall offer theſe two things. 
Fir!t, That it -cannot 'be certainly proved that 
2+ Sik - Cir- 
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Circutnſicion did at all, much leſs that it did 
Equally and alike, belong to the Moſaical Oeco- 
* nomy as well, or as Mr. Cox exprefſeth ic, no leſs 
then any other part of the Law given by him. As 
for the paſſages cited by our Author, they are vc- 
ry far from proving any ſuch thing, let us briefly 
review them, The firſt is Rom. 3. 1, 2, where 
the Apoſtle makes theſe two terms, the Law and 
Circumciſion, convertible terms, and tells us, that 
the Jew or the Circumciſion, that is the Circumci- 
ſed, had mucy advantage every way above other 
Nations, and inftances in particular in their hav- 
ing the Oracles of God. committed unto them. 
But how this ſhould prove that Circumciſion did 
no Ic(s belong to the Moſaical Occonomy than 
any other part of the Law,is tome unimaginable, 
nay I doubt not but to ſhew it proves the dircct 
contrary, of which more anon. 

2dly. The next paſſage, is that of theſ:me A- 
poltle, Gal.5.3. where,ſays he, I teſtifie again to eve= 
ry man that is Circumciſed, that be is a debtor to do 
the whole Law: and Mr. C. thinks this was the 
dire, and proper uſe of Circumciſion, vis. to 
oblige the Jews to keep the Law, and that accor- 
ding to the firſt inſtitution ofic. To which I would 
ſay three things, 

Firſt, That the Apoſile here, may, as he ſeems 
evidently to do, ſpeak of Circumcition, according 
tothe falſe Notions that the falſe Teachers had of 
it, and anſwerably, tho we read not of its ap- 

intment to any new uſe different from what it 
had at the firlt Inſtitution of it 3 yet the falſe Tea» 
chers might, as it's evident they did; miſiake that 
ule ofit, and preſſed it upon the Gelatians to 2 

I 2 quite 
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quite different uſe from what God had appointed 


it unto at the firſt: A Learned Man gloſles it 4 


thus : Tf any Man be Circumciſcd, ſcilicet, eo animo, 
out of ſuch a conceit as the falſe Teachers had ta- 
kenupabout it, or for ſuch an end, as they preach- 
ed it up with reference thereunto, he is a Debtor 
to do the whole Law. Vide Calvin. in le, 

Secondly, Suppoſe it be granted, that Circum- 
cilion was taken in, and inſerted into the Law, 
as given at Mount Sina, yet it cannot be proved 
from thence, that it did oblige to keep the whole 
Law, and much leſs that it did belong to the Mo- 
ſaical Occonomy, no leſs than any other part of 
the Law did, 

Thirdly, That tho Circumciftion was meerly 
the Token of the Covenant of Grace, and had no 
placeat all in the Moſaical Oeconomy, yet the ſub- 
mitting unto it under the New Teſtament, might 
bring Perſons under an Obligation to keep the 
whole Law, and that according to thetntendment 
of God in giving of it: The Jews were obliged by 
the Covenant of Grace,to keep the Law according 
to the true uſe, and end of itz this is evident, 
Dent. 29. 9. compared with 25. 

But then, Thirdly, Thelaſt Paſſage is that of 
the Apolile, in Phi}, 3, Where boaſting in Cir- 
cumcifion, is eſteemed a boaſting in the Fleſh 3 I 
ſhall only fay, he that can prove from hence, that 
the Covenant of Circumcition was the old Cove- 
nant, may prove- quidlibet e quolibet, Certainly 
to boalt in any boly Action, ſuppoling the giving 
the Body to be burned for the ſake of Chriſt, would 
be but a boaſting in the Fleſh, and yet that will 
not prove that that is a legal, and no New Cove» 

nant 
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| nant Duty; fo that there is no Paſſage, at” leaſt 
+ that is as yet produced, either out of the Old or 

'New Teſtament, will prove that Circumcition 
| did at all belong to the Moſaical Oeconomy. 

' But Secondly, This I would offer, that tho 
Circumciſion by reaſon of ſomewhat in it that 
was Ceremonial, or Typical, might be inſerted in 
the Law yet it will not follow from thence, that 
It was not at the firſt Inſtirution' of God, and fo 
continued under that Adminiſtration: the Token 
of the Covenant of Grace it might be,and continue 
to be theToken of the Covenant of Grace,thoafrer, 
as having ſomething of a Ceremonial Naturein it, 
it was inſerted in the old Covenant, and thercupon 
aboli(bed at the ceafing of that Adminiftration. 

- There is yet one Paſſage more, that I met. with 
in the Diſcourſe, that apparently carries on: the 
ſame Defign, with all thoſe hitherto taken'notice 
of; and that we have pag. 123, and it 1s this, 
That Levi .payed Tithes in Abraham. But now, 
this Mr. C. himſelf ſeems to lay little weight upon, 
and he had a great deal of reaſon for it,ſeeing that 
paying of Tithes by Levi in Abrabam was before 
the cliabliſhment of this Covenant, and therefore 
could not poſſibly be by virtue of it. But Mr.C. 
laying himſelf fo little fire(s upon this, I (hall not 
inſiſt upon.it 3 and that ſhall ſuffce for the firli 
Branch of. our {econd Propolition. | 
. . And I ſhall proceed to the ſecond Branch. 

; - Secondly, That the Covenant mentioned (Gen. 
17. 7+) is the Covenant of Grace, that very Co- 
venant according unto which all the Elect always 
have been, ſtill are, and ſhall be ſaved. Now 

this hath been afore proved. See "owe 
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fram Heaven, Book 1. pag. 181, to 195. As alfo 
Infant-Baptiſm plainly proved, pag. 46, 47. where 
the Reader will tind theſe two Poſitions laid down 
and proved. 
Firſt, That this was a Covenant of Grace. 
Secondly, That it is the Covenant of Grace 
under which Believers now are. 


The former of theſe Poſitions was proved by 


four Arguments, the latter by two. The ſecond 
of the four former, was taken from the ſubje& 
matter of the main Promiſe of the Covenant, and 
that is, that God wou'd be a God to Abraham, 
and his Seed-in their Generations. Now this 
Good (the ſubje& matter of this Promiſe) being 
a Spiritual Good, (as was there ſhewed) can only 
be conveyed by the Covenant of Grace, and con- 
{ſcquently this Covenant muſt needs be the Covye- 
nant of Grace. | 
Now I find Mr. C. is otherwiſe minded. Thus 
in his 142, 143, 144, & 145. pages, where he cn- 
quires what that Good and Bleſhing is, which by 
this Coyenant wasenſured to the Seed of Abrabam 
mentioned in this Covenant ? tho he denies not 
that this Good,v#s. for a People,or Perfon,to have 
God engaged by Promiſe ro be a God unto them, 
15 a Spiritual Good yet he conceives there is no 
particular Good enſured by that Promile,only that 
by it a genera] aſſurance is given, that the Promi- 
ſes of the Covenant, whereunto it is annexed, 
ſhall not failon God's part. And for the further 
ſatisfying his Reader, that this is the true import 
of, and as he ſuppoſeth the only thing intended 
| In this Promiſe, he quotes a Paſſage out of my 
Eſay,ot that import 3 and hence he conceives this 
| Pro- 
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Promiſe may be, and anſ{werably is annexed both 
to the Old and New Covenant : fo pag, 145, 
In anſwer wherunto, I ſhall fay in the general, 
that I ſhall not contend with any, whether this 
Promiſe may or may not be anncxed to the Old 
or New Teſtament 3 and therefore (hall not ex- 
amine the Scriptures quoted by him to prove that 
it may, whether they make to his Purpoſe, or no. 
The Queftion is ovly, Whether when this Pro- 
miſe is an eſſential, or conſlitutive part of any 
* Covenant, as it was undoubtedly of this, that 
Covenant can be any other, than the Covenant 
of Grace? Now that I deny and on the con- 
trary athrm, that it mult neccflarily b2 a Cove» 
nant of Grace 3 and that for the reaſon before 
given 3 and for further clearing up, and evincing 
this, I ſhall offer two things. 

1/t, That when it is an effential or conſiitutive 
part of any Covenant, it doth conſtitute a mu- 
tual Relation between God and the Parties with 
whom the Covenant is made, So much I have 
affirmed in the place cited by him; fo that he 
cites only a part of what I there athrmed. Tho 
its true, ſuppoſing this Promiſe did give only 
ſuch a general Aſſurance as Mr. C. (ſpeaks of, it 
might have been indifferently annexed to the 
Covenant of Works and the Covenant of Grace : 
but. ſeeing it not only gives that Aſſurance, but 
alſo conſtitutes ſuch a mutual Relation betwixt 
God and Man, it cannot poſſibly be made an 
efſential or conſtitutive part of the Covenant of 
Works. The Covenant of Works neither doth, 
nor can confiitute ſuch a mutual Relation be- 
tween God and Man. To have an Intcrett and 
I 4 Propri- 
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Propriety in God, as their God, is a greater Good 
than can be conveyed toany of the Sons of Men, 
as in their faln and corrupted Eſtate, by a Cove- 
nant of Works. There is a valt difference be- 
tween Men's having all the Attributes of God 
ingaged to make good. a particular Promiſe by 
virtue of his Truth and Faithfulneſs in his Pro- 
miſes, and a Man's having a perſonal particular 
Intereſt in God as his God, and conſequently ha- 
ving an Interelt in all the Perfedtions of his Na- 
ture, as Mr.C. himſelf acknowledgeth is conveyed 
by this Promiſe. The former an Heathen may 
have, as in Nebuchadnezzar's caſe, when God had 
promiſed him, as a Reward for the Service done 
againſi Tyrw, Ezek,29. 18; The latter is peculiar 
to thoſe that ſtand in a New-Covenant-Relation 
unto God, Hence this Promiſe is never made, 
but it doth conſtitute or ſuppoſe a new Cove- 
nant-Relation between God and the Party to 
whom it is made. ' 

2dly, That tho that God might lay in (to 
uſe,gur Authors words ) all his Divine Perfe&t- 
ons as Pledges, that the Promiſe of any Cove- 
nant (as it may poſſibly be entred ) ſhall not 
fail on his part, yet it is impoſſble that he 
{hould fo lay in his Attributes, or Divine Per- 
teCtions,as Pledges that the Promiſes of this Co- 
,venant ( were it a Covenant of Works ) ſhould 
not fail on his partz the Tenour of this 
Covenant renders that impoſſible. Seeing then 
he ſhould have laid in his Attributes as Pledges 
that thiſe Promiſes ſhould not fail on his part 3 
which in reſpe& of many thouſands of thoſe to 
whom they were made, he never intended toy 
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nor did make them good : See my firſt Book pag. 

181, - So that we may fee how little our Oppo- 
nent's Cauſe is advantaged by what I have ſaid, 

and anſwerably that as that, fo all the other tree 
Arguments urged tor the proving this Covenant 
to be a Covenant. of Grace, yet abide in their 
full foxce 3 and upon Suppoſition of the Truth of 
this former Polition, the ſecond will be more 
eaſily granted. - Hence I uſed only two Argu< 
ments to prove it, both which were drawn from 
the Diſcourſe of the Apolile (Gal. z. 16,17,29.) 
and they are both grounded upon "this Suppoſi-' 
tion, that the Covenant the Apoſile there ſpeaks 
of, and hath refrence unto, '1s this Covenant re- 
corded ( Gen. 17.7.) which I proved by the Te- 
nour of the Promiſe confiituting the Covenant. 
ſaid by the Apoſile to be confirmed in Chriſt, The 
Promiſe was to Abraham and his Seed  'fo that 
the Covenant made with Abraham, the Promiſes 


_ of which are to his Seed, or run in this Tenour, 


To thee, and to thy Seed, that mult needs be the 
Covenant the Apolile hath reterence untoMnd 
conſequently, muſt neceſſarily be the Covenant of 
Grace, under which Believers now are. Ard 
that this Covenant (recorded Gen. 17. 7. ) muſt 
neceflarily be this Covenant, I prove, becauſe 
there is no other Covenant made with Abraham, 
that the Apoſtle can poſſibly intend 3 the Promi- 
ſes of which are expreſt in thoſe Terms, or run in 
that Tenour. Now theſe things being fo plain, 
and carrying ſuch convincing Evidence along 
with them, it may ſeem exceeding firange how 
they can be gainſaid by any. Yet Mr. Cox de- 
nics that that is the Covenant the Apoſtle hath 


rteterence 
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reference to, and to evade this ſo plain and 
demonfirative Evidence that it is, he doth two 
things : 

Firſt, He inſinuates that ſome of thoſe Pro- 
miſes that ultimately reſpe& Abraham's Spiritu- 
al Sced, and Spiritual Bleſhngs, were ſometimes 
given to Abrabam under the covert of thoſe 
Terms that have an immediate reſpe& unto his 
Natural Seed and Temporal Bleſſings, as made 
Types of the other, and when they are ſo, the 
Promiſe fill runs to his Seed in the fingular 
Number. Now to this in general, 1 mult ſay, 
(neither am I careful what Cenſures I may fall 
under thereby ) a ſtranger Evaſion of any Scrip- 
ture-Argument, rarely if ever occurs in any of 
thoſe Polemical Treatiſes that are extant in the 
World. And I cannot but wonder, that Mr. C. 
would commit ſuch an Evaſion to writing, ſce- 
ing litera ſcripta manet. I ſhall not anatomize it 
Cas I might do ) without a further Call, bug 
more particularly, I ſhall ſay only two things at 
prefent. | 

I» That the thing infinuated, is utterly falſe ; 
there are no ſuch Promiſes (as thoſe Mr. C. ſpeaks 
of) given to Abraham, that did not appertain to 
the Covenant of Grace: Let any one Inſtance be 
produced. 

2. I fay,were this true, yet the Inference drawn 
therefrom, is nothing to the purpoſe, ſeeing the 
Queſtion is not, whether the Promiſe is made tp 
Abraham's Seed, both Natural and Spiricual, or 
Myftical, in one and the ſame Tenour 3 That's 
nothing to the preſent purpoſe, whether it be 
or not 3 the only Queſtion is, Whether the Pro- 
miſe 
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miſe ( Gen. 17. 7.) be the Promiſe the Aroſile 
here refers unto 3 which that it is, in this his E- 
vaſion Mr. C. denies not,but rather grants that it 
is, and that is all that at preſent is contended for. 
Let that be granted, it will undoubtedly follow, 
that that Covenant ( one conflitutive part ' of 
which that Promiſe is ) is the Covenant of Grace, 
{ceing the Apoſile in the very next Verſe aſſures 
us it was the Covenant confirmed in Chriſt 430 
Years before the Law was given 3 for having 
ſaid, Verſe 15, That tho it be but 2 Man's Covenant, 
et if it be confirmed, no Man diſanulleth, or addetb 
thereto ; he ſubjoins ( ver-16. ) Now to Abraham 
and bis Seed were the Promiſes made it is all one, 
as if he ſhould fay, now with Abraham and his 
Seed was the Covenant made. For the Promiſes 
inthis 16th Verſe, and'Covenant both in the forc- 
going, and following Verſes, are convertible or 
{ynonimous Terms, intending one and the ſame 
thing. And then for the Proot of what he de» 
ftigned to prove he exprefieth the Tenour of the 
Covenant made with, or Promiſes made to Abre- 
bam and his Seed, it was'\made with, or they 
were made to him and his Seed 3 not with or to 
Abraham and his Seeds, but with or to him and 
his Seed 3 whence the Covenant or Promiſes 
exprelt or running in that Tenour, mult necef}a- 
rily be the Covenant'or Promiſes here intended 
but that was' the Covenant, or thoſe were the 
Promiſes recorded Gen. 17-7.And then the Apolile 
immediately adds in Verſe 17. The Covenant which 
was confirmed before of God in Chriſt, the Law which 
was 430 Tears after cannot diſanul. Now can it 
pollibly. be imagined that the Apolile ſhould = 
cen 
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tend any other Promiſe or Covenant than thoſe, 
or that juſt before recited ? How abſurd, and ut- 
terly unreaſonable would it be ſo todo? So that 
that is the Covenant, the Apoſtle muſt neceflari- 
ly, paltall rational Suppoſition, have reference 
unto. Indeed that which Mr. C. would ſcem to 
infinuate is this, That tho the Apolile may have 
reference to that Promiſe, Gen, 17.7. yet it is (o 
as only to recite the bare Words of it, but indeed 
intending another Covenant, and that of a quite 
different Nature from, and made long betore this, 
the Words of which he recites- But thenI would 
know, how we ſhall be ſure that either the: Apo- 
file, or other Pen-Men of the 'Holy Scriptures in- 
tend, according to the Letter of their Words in 
any other place of the Scriptures ? But Mr, C. him- 
felt ſeems to be ſentible of the inſufficiency of this 
Evaſion, and poſſibly, was not altogether inap- 
prehenfive of the il] conſequence of avoiding ſuch 
plain Scripture as this would be, ſuppoling; it 
granted that-the Apoltle did recite the Words of 
that Promiſe. 

Hence he attempts the Evafion of this Evidence 
given, to what-/we athrm+concerning the Cove- 
nant, by this Diſcourſe of the Apolile, another 
way. Ando, | 

Secondly, He endeavours to perſwade his: Rea- 
der, that the Promiſe given Gen. 17. was not the 


Promiſe, and conſequently the Covenant there | 
eſtabliſhed with Abraham, was not the Covenant 


that the Apoltle refers unto, / but:that it was. the 


Promiſe made: with Abraham Gen, 22, 18. Thus: 


pag. 78. which the Apoltle calls the Covenant, fo 
he exprefleth himſelf, Howbeit, I conceiye the 
. Apo- 
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Apoſtle hath here a direct and ſpecial Eye to that 
Promiſe Gen. 22. 18. In thy Seed ſhall all the Fami- 
lies of- the Earth be bleſſed. But then he foreſees 
(as well he might) that this Objection would a- 
riſe in the Minds of Men, That whereas the Pro- 
miſe that the Apoſtle had reference unto, and in- 
tends, is exprelt in theſe Terms, and runs in this 
Tenour, To thy Seed, that Promile of Gen. 22, is 
only made concerning Abraham's Seed, that Pro-- 
miſe there is not, To thee and to thy Seed, but, in 
thy Seed; and conſequently, cannot be the Pro- 
mife the Apoſtle here refers unto. Now let us 
ſee what anſwer can be given to this Objection. 


Why faith, Mr. C. Let it beminded, that all the 


Promiſes made of this-Seed, viz. Chriſtin one reſpeff, 
may be ſaid to be made to this Seed, in another, be- 
cauſe they are originally eſtabliſhed in the _—— 
Covenant of Redemption that was between the P ather 
and the Son, In anſwer whereuntoit muſt be faid, 
that this is an Evaſion of a like import with the 
former, ſeeing it ſignihes nothing at all as to the 
preſent Purpoſe 3 tor the Queſtion ſtill concerns 
not the ſence or meaning of the Promiſe, but is 
only what Promiſe the Apoſtle hath reterence un- 
to, and doth intend. And beſides, it doth imply 
that the Apoſtle may cite one Promiſe, and yet 
intend another. Hence, unleſs any Promiſe made 
to Abraham with reference to his Seed, expreſt in 
theſe Terms, To thy Seed, can be produced, we 
may, and neceſſarily muſt conclude, that it is the 
Promiſe of this Covenant that the Apoſtle hath 
a reference unto, and intends. By ſuch an an- 
{wer as this, the plaineſt Scripture may eaſily be 
evaded. But ſurcly when the Apoſile exprefſeth 
th - 
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the Promiſe he hath reference unto, and direAly 
intends in the very Words and Tenour of the Pro- 
miſe, Gen. 17.7. and there being no other Promiſe 
recorded in Scripture, expreſt in the ſame Wards, 
or running in the ſame Tenour, that he can poſ- 
fibly have reference unto, but only this 3 it will 
hardly be queſtioned, by any Man that is not re- 
ſolved to turn away his Ears from him that ſpeaketb 
from Heaven, whether that be the Promiſe referred 
unto, and intended by the Apoſtle, or no ? This 
I ſhall be bold to ſay, that this one Teſliimony of 
the Apolile concerning this Covenant, will bear 
' the weight laid upon it, will evince to the Judg- 
ment of all Men (whoſe Minds are not blinded 
with exceſs of Prejudice) the infallible certainty 
of the Covenant, (Gen. 17. 7.) its being the Co- 
venant of Grace, let Men or Devils do their ut- 
moſt to weakenit. From the whole, we ſee the 
ground of thoſe two Arguments lying firm, the 
Arguments bottomed "thereupon are valid 3 and 
conſequently, thoſe ſix Arguments to prove this 
Covenant to be the Covenant of Grace, remain 
in their full force, Now then, before I proceed 
any further, I ſhall briefly recapitulate what Evi- 
dence we have from plain and expreſs Scripture, 
that this Covenant under conſideration is not the 
old Covenant, or Covenant of Works, but is in- 
deed the Covenant of Grace, And 

1. The Scripture poſitively thus affirms this to 
be a Covenant, T1 will eſtabliſh my Covenant, and 
this is the Covenant Mr. C, himfelt acknowledgeth 
to be a ſolemn Covenant. 


2. The 
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2, The Scripture expreſly declares, that there 
was but one Covenant made with Abraham, 
wherein his Secd were taken in as joint Partics 
with himfelt, 

3. The Scripture expreſly declares,that the old 
Covenant was ordained by Angels in the Hand of a 
Mediator, which this Covenant with Abrabam was 
not, 

4. The Scripture expreſly declares, that the old 
Covenant was made 450 Trars after the Covenant of 
Grace efiabliſhed with Abraham,but this Covenant 
was made with Abraham himſclt, and that with- 
4 in 40 Years after the very tirtt Tranſactions of 
God with him in a Covenant-way. 

5. The Scripture in expreſs Terms athrms, 
that the old Covenant was not made with cither 
Abraham, Tſaac or Facohb. And, 

Laftly, The Apotile expreſly declares, that it 
was this Covenant (mentioned Gen. 17. 7.) that 
was confirmed of God in Chriſt, which all muſt, 
and will confeſs was the Covenant of Grace. 

Now then, having thus demonſtrated the 
Truth of this ſecond Propoſition, both negatively 
and poſitively, by fo many expreſs Scriptures, it 
ſeems utterly unneceflary, that 1 ſhould add any 
thing more in the confirmation of it. "And the 
Truth is, thoſe that after fo much plain Scripture, 
will deny this to be the Covenant of Grace, and 
athrm it to be the old Covenant, ſeem to be Per- 
/ {ons rather to be piticd and prayed for, as under 
| the higheſt efhcacy of Error, than to be diſputed 
with: They will xemain Inſtances to lucceeding 
Generations, -of Mens tenaciouſne(s of Error, 
when once taken up and eatertained by them. 
Net- 
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Neither can it be judged unreaſonable.tho Iſhould 
diſmiſs them with a like anſwer, with that of 4- 
brabam's to Dives, They have Moſes and Pal, they 
have the Old and New Tcttament, let them hear 
them. 

But yet, that I may give our Opponents full 
Meaſure, heaped upand running over, I ſhall add 
orie Argument more, to prove that that Covenant 

45 the Covenant of Grace and it is this : 

Arg. That Covenant,che being under, or taking 
hold of which, gave Perſons a Memberſhip, or a 
right to Memberſhip in the Jewiſh Church, or the 
-Church of 1/rael after the Fleſh, was the Covenant 
of Grace 3 but it was the Covenant of Circumci- 
fion, or that. Covenant eſtabliſhed with Abraham, 
that the being under, - or taking hold of which, 
gave Perſons a Memberſhip, or a Right to Mem- 
berſhip in that Church 3 therefore that Covenant 
was the Covenant of Grace, The Minor Propoſi- 
tion I judg will meet with no Oppoſition. Mr.C. 
expreſly attirms, That Circumciſion was the entrance 
into,and boundary of Communion in the Jewiſh Church, 
ſo pag-12, Hence it will, and multi neceſſarily 
*be granted, that all that had a Right ro Circum- 
cifton (which all that were under, or did take 
| hold of that Covenant had) had a Memberſhip, 
or a Right to Memberſhip-in that Church ; and 
therefore not-to ſpend time in the Proof of. that, 
which neither can, nor will be denied, ?tis the 
Major Propoſition that only needs Proof. ' That 
then which I am toprove is this, viz. That.that 
Covenant, the being under, or taking hold of 
which, did give Memberſhip,or a Right to Meme 
bex{hip;in the Jewiſh Church, was the PO" 


| 
1} 
; 


the Covenant of Grace, &<. I29 


of Grace: - And for ' the Proof of this, take thefe 


Arguments, ITED 
7. By that Covenant, as ander,ort taking hold 


of which, Perſons had a Memberſhip, or Right of 


Memberſhip in the Jewiſh Church, Jeſus Chriſt 
and they came to have, and had a mutual Intereſt 
and Propriety in cach otherz but ic was by the 
Covenant of Grace, that Jeſus Chriſt; and any of 
the Children of Men, came to have, or have had 
a mutual Interett or Propriety in each other:there- 
fore that Covenant miult. needs be the Covenant 


_ of Grace, For the Major Propoſition that is evi 


dent, pali all rational Contradidion; by a twofold 


 Conlideration : 


. T. That Jeſus Chriſt, and all thoſe that had a 
Memberſhip or Right of Memberſhip in the Jewiſh 
Church, had a mutual Intereſt and Propriety in 


. each other, This is exprefly declared Cant.2.16:; 


My Beloved is mine, and I am bis; They are the 
Words of the Church, ſpeaking of her ſelf, in a 
collective Notion,as the Spouſe of Chrift. Now 
whether we take this Song of Solomon's as a Pro- 
phetical Hiſtory, or an Hiltorical Propheſy, and 
ſo apply the ſeveral Paſſages, paſſing between 
Chriſt and his Church, to diffcrent- periods of 
Time, or take it as applicable in the whole of it, 
to the Church indefinitely in all: periods of 
Time 3 we muſt neceflarily undertiand the Jewifh 
Church, or Church under the firit Teſtament, 
confitiing of the natural Poſterity . of - Abrabam, 
fpeaking here unto Chrilt. under the notion of a 
fingle Perſon, as his Spouſe. Some that take 
this Song as a Prophetical Hiftory, underltand 
this as ſpoken by the Spouſe in Nebemiab's tigge 3 
K how- 
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however the Church under the Firſt-Teſtament- 
Adminiſtration cannot be excluded.Now faith ſhe, 
My Beloved is mine, and T am bis, Here was amu- 
tnal Intereſt and Propriety that Chriſt and that 
Chuirch had one in the otherz and what the 
Church here ſpeaks of this mutual Intereſt and 
Propriety that Jeſus Chrilt and the had in each 0+ 
ther, may be ſpoken of, or by every particular 
Member. So that whofoever, by being-under, 
or taking hold of the Covenant, were Members 
of the Jewiſh Church, Chritt and they had a mu- 
tual Intereſt and Propricty in each other'; Chriſt 
was theirs, and they were his- Whoſoever were 
indeed and in truth under, or had indeed and in 
truth taken hold of the Covenant, Chriſt. and 
they had a mutual Interelt and Propriety in each 
other, in Foro Dei; fo whoſoever were viſibly un- 
der, ' or did vifibly take hold of the Covenant, 
Chriſt and they had a mutual Intereſt and Pro- 
priety in each other, in Foro Eccleſie, 

2. That it was by that Covenant, as-under, or 
as taking hold of which, Perfons had a Member- 
ſhip, or a Right of Memberſhip in the Jewiſh 
Church, that Chriſt and they came to have a mu- 
tual Intereftand Propriety in each other. This is 
evident, ſeeing it maſt be by ſome Covenant that 
Jeſus Chrift and the Jewiſh Church collectively 
taken,and conſ{cquently the particular Members. of 
it came to have that mutual Intereſt and Propriety 
in each other : and what Covenant can it poſhbly 
be imagined to be, but that as under, or taking 
hold of which they came to be a Church,or to have 
a Mcmberſhip therein : So that the Major Propo- 


hg lands firm. 
2. For 


| 


by 
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2, For the Minor, viz, That it was by the Co- 
venanc of Grace, that Jeſus Chriſt and they came 
to haves mutual Intereſt and Propriety' in each 
other, This is1c plain throughout the Scriptures, 
that it's hardly to be ſuppoſed it ſhould be gain- 
{aid by any that own the Scriptures to be of Divine 
Original. It muſt eicher be by the old Cove- 
nant; of the Covenant of Grace 3 but it could not 
be byxhe old Covenant, and that for a double 
Reafon : "WEE 

1. Becauſe the very Deſign of the old Covenant 
was only to lead Men unto Chrilt. It was (as 
the Apoſtle expreſly dechres,. Gal. 3. 24.) 4 
Schootmaſter to bring Men unto Chriſt; By it none 
ever had, nox could-havean Intereſt and Propriety 
in him. TED 

2. Becauſe could Chriſt and Men come to 


\ have had & tmucual Interelt and Propriety in cach 


other, by the Law, or by the old Covenant, the 
Covenant of Grace had been unneceſſary, Sv 
much the Apoile plainly implies, Heb.$.v.7, com+ 
pared with 10. Hence it muſt neceſſarily be by 
the Covenant of Grace, Now both the Propo- 
fitions being true, the Conſequent is undeni-. 
able, | 

Arg. 24 Tf it were the failing in, or non-per- 
formance of the Covenant of Grace, that di 


| forfeit or difanul their Memberſhip in the Jewi 


Church, who were actual Members of it 3 then ic 
was the Covenant of Grace, that their being un- 
der, or taking hold of which,did give them Mem- 
berſhip,or-Right of Memberthip, in that Church : 
But the former is true, therefore the latter. - 
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For the Conſequent in_ the Major Propofition, 


that carries its own Evidence along with it, It- 
muſt neceſſarily be the ſame Covenant, | that the 


failing, in, or the non-performance of the-Condi- 
tions of which, they did forfeit or difanul therr 
Memberſhip, that their being under, or taking 
hold of which that did give them a Memberſhip, 
or a Rightvf Memberſhip in that Church : their 
continuance to have performed the Conditions of 
that Covenant, through their being under, or ta- 
king hold of which,they came to have a Member- 
ſhip in that Church, would have continued their 
Memberſhip therein 3 and the failing or non-per- 
formance of the Conditionsof any otherCovenant, 
could not have forfeited or diſanulled that their 
Memberſhip. So that look what Covenant it was, 
that the failing in or the non-performance of the - 
Conditions of which, did forfeit or diſanul their 
Memberſhip in that Church, muſt undoubtedly 
be the Covenant, that through their being under, 
or taking hold of which, they firſt came to have 
a Memberſhip therein: | 
This is too plain then to admit of a Deni- 
al : Therefore. | 
2, For the Minor Propoſition, viz. That it | 
was thcir failing in, or non-performance of the 
Conditions of the Covenant of Grace, that did 
fortcit or diſanul their Memberſhip in that 


- Church, who before were Members of it, 


This is exprefly athirmed by the Apoſtle, Rom.1 1, 

25. It was their Unbelief, that did forfeit and 

diſanu] their Memberſhipin that Church : They 

were broken offbecanſe of their Vnbelief. And that 

Unbclict is Man's failure in, or ——— 
| ® 
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of the great Condition of the Covenant of Grace, 
is unqueſtionable. 

Now I would willingly know, what Mr. C. 
or any others, who are like-minded with himas 
to the nature of the Covenant, do judg the Jews 
through their Unbelief where broken off from. 
I conceive, they muſt either ſay, it was Abraham, 
or the viſible Church 3 ſeeing there is no break- 
ing off from the inviftible Church, If they fay it 
was Abrabam, as the Root of that Nation they 
were broken off from, then the meaning muſt be 
that through their Unbelicf, their Relation unto 
Abraham as his Children was diffolved 3 their 
natural Relation it could not be: hence it will 
neceſſarily follow, that hitherto reſpe&tive to the 
Covenant, they had only flood in that Relation of 
Children unto Abraham through Faith, viz. that 
Faith required under that firſt Adminiſtration, 
But that will utterly overthrow their own Suppo=» 
fitioh, viz. That the Jews ſtood in their Relati- 
on to Abraham as his Children, meerly by virtue 
of their Natural Deſcent from him, and will fully 
prove what I have elſewhere affirmed, of which 
more by and by. 

If they ſay it was the vifib!e Church which they 
were broken off from, ( which is the thing that 
we athrm ) then they muſt either ſay, that their 
Church was the only viſible Church, or it was 
part of the viſible Church, Let them fay which 
they pleaſe, it comes all to one, feeing it was 
the ſame Covenant as under, or by taking hold 
of which, they were, or came to be Members of 
that particular Church, and Members of the Unt- 
verſal Vifible Church, Now, it was the- Cove» 
K 3 nagt 
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nant of Grace, that by their being under, or fa- 
king hold of which, they were of the Viſible 
Chuxch, -ſecing it was by the failing ip, and non- 
performance of the Conditions of that Covenant 
that they were broken off : and that- was ( as 
before js proved ) the Covenant of Circumci- 
ſion 3: therefore that muſt needs be the Coyenant 
of Grace. 

 crg- 3. That C ovenant a5 under, or by virtue 
of which, the Jews had the Oracles .of God 
committed to them, was the Covenant of Grace; 
but jt was the Covenant of Circumciſion, or that 
Covenant eliabliſhed, Ger. 17. 7. that, as under, 
or by virtue of which, the Jews had the Oracles of 
God cormmitted to them ; z therefore that Cove- 
nant -is the Covenant of Grace. 

The Minor Propoſition is expreſly affirmed by 
Mr. C. himſelt, and therefore 1s ſecure from any 
Oppoſition from him : See Pag. 122. Se.7., As 
for the Major Propofition, as previous to the 
Proof of that, let it be obſeryed, That bythe 
Oracles of God, we are tO underſtand chiefly and 
primarily, the Word of God, whether only as 
Written or preached: 1 Pet. 4. 10, Tho we ex- 
dude 'not any other Means whereby God com- 
municates his Will unto Men: Yet, I fay, the 
Word of God 1s chicfly and primarily intended, 
Now that the Jews had the Word of God-com- 
mitted unto, and entrufied with them, asunder, 
orby virtue of the.Coyenant of Grace, is evident 1 
becauſe the Vouchſafement of this Priviledg, as 
neceflarily implied ard .included in thoſe Prom 
fes, : that do undeniably appertain, and muſt þe 
rcterred to the Covenant of Grace: As for In- 
ſtance, 


m0 
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ance, that Promiſe in Dext. 30. 6. where the 
Lord promiſeth to circumciſe their Hearts, That 
that Promiſe is to berreferred to the Covenant of 
Grace, will not, 1 ſuppoſe, be denied. Now in 
the Promiſe the outward Means, which are cmi- 
nently the Word of God, whereby God doth in 
an ordinary Way, effect the Good promiſed, is 
included and implied. See my Eſſay, p. 85. 
Arg. 4. If the Jewiſh Church were a Spiritual, 
and not a Carnal, ora mere Typical Church, then 
the:Covenant it was built. upon, or the being un- 
der, or taking hold of which, gave a Member- 
ſhip, or a Right of Memberſhip in it, was the 
Covenant of Grace: but the former is true, 
theretore the latter. The Conſcquent in the 
Major Propoſition needs no Proof : and for the 
Minor, that the Jewiſh Church was a Spiritual, 
and not a-mere Carnal or Typical Church, is evi- 
dent theſe three ways : Only I ſhall premiſe this, 
that it. is readily granted, that that Church, at 
lealt in moſt Ages, was too carnal > many of them 
were wholly Strangers to Regeneration and truc 
Piety 3 and the major part, even of thoſe that 
were truly Godly, yet had but a lower meaſure 
of Grace : they had Spiritual Life, but it was in 
a lower degree, and ſo in a ſenſe, may be faid to 
have been-a Carnal Church, that is, comparatively 
they were ſo, 
' Thus the Church at Corinth is ſaid to be carnal, 
I Cor, 3. 3,4. So much ſhall be readily granted 
but-that that Church by Divine Conſitution, was 
to be, and anſwerably at the firſt Plantation of it 
was, 4 truly Spiritual Church 3 that is, a Church 
coriſiting of ſuch as were truly Godly, according, 
| R 4 10 
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to the Meaſure of Grace then given. See for this | 
my Anſwer to Mr. Danver's p, 102, 103. And 
after, throughout all Ages, there were ſo.many 
among them true Szints, as that that Church . 
in general, might be denominated a Spiritual 
Church, in the ſame ſenſe in which the Church 
at Corinth, or any other New-Teſtament-Church 
may be ſo called 3 and this, I ſay, is evident theſe 
three ways. 

Firlt, *Tis evident from the Relation conſiitu- 
tcd between God and it, as a colleQive Body : as 
tor Inſtance 

1. He was a Father to it, and it his Child, 
Sometimes it is called his Son :' ſo Jer. 31.9. 

Hof. 11. 1. Sometimes his Daughter, fa in Pſal. 
45-10, 

2, God was a Husband to that Church, and it | 
( as colleively conſidered ) his Spouſe. Jer, 31, 

32, Hence the Entrance or Renovation ' of the 
Covenant between God and that Church, js called 
her Eſpouſals. Now, can it be ſuppoled, that 

God would take a mere Carnal Church, that is, | 
2 Comoany of ungodly and unholy Perſons, into 
ſuch nigh Relation to himſelt ? 

2dly. What we affirm,is evident from the ſpecial 
Love that God bare unto that Church. She is | 
called his Beloved, Iſa. 5. 1. Jer. 11. 15. The dearly | 
Beloved of his Soul, Jer. 12. 7. So how many 'FTi- | 
tles doth our Lord Chrifi give his Church, in the 4 
Book of Canticles, from which that Church cannot 
be excluded ? importing the ſpecialty, yea the 
ſtrength of his Love to it 3 *cis needleſs to menti- 
on them. Now, , would an infinitely holy God 
bear ſuch a Love to an unholy and ungodly Aſlo- 

. ciation of Men? _. 2dly. (20 


| 
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| | (a$;Foſpnz ſpeaks) God of his own free Grace,in a 
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3dly. (To add no more.) It is evident from the 
conſtant Delign of all the Prophets, to bring up 
that Church to the Power of Godline(s in caſe of . 
their Degeneracy therefrom, ' But not to enlarge, 
at preſent, I ſhall only add, that it ſeems to-me 
to argue very low and carnal Conceptions of 
God and Jeſus Chriſt, to talk of his Church as 
being tor many Generations a meer carnal 
Church. 

As a Cloſe of this, we may remark how greatly 
Mr, C. is miſtaken in his Hiſtorical Account of 
God's federal Tranſactions with Abraham. In 
brief,” the Hiſtory lies plainly thus. When Abra» 
em was in Ur of the Chaldeer,ſcrving other Gods, 


yurſuarice of his eternal Purpoſes concerning him, 
appears to him, and calls him out of his own 
Country, to go into a Land that he would ſhew 
him 3 and for his Encouragement ſo to do, makes 
thoſe Promiſes, Gen. 12.2, 3. whereby he pres» 
pares the Way to, but doth not then enter his 
Covenant with him : Hereupon Terah, Abrabam's 
Father, takes Abraham, and Lot his Grandchild 
by Haran, and they with Abrabam's Wife go into 
Canaan, in order to their paſſing onunto that 
Land God had called Abrahayz: unto : Here they 
ſtay for fome conſiderable Time, how long, we 
cannot determine : But there Terah, Abraham's Fa- 
ther,dies: after which Abraham and Lot (whether 
upon a new Call or no, is not certain) come into 
Canaan, -and immediately upon their coming into 
that Land, the Lord appears to Abraham, and 
tells him expreſly, that was the Land he had pro- 


- miſed to (hew him: Thus in Gen. 12.6. About 


nine 
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nine or ten Years after this, the Lord appears to 
him again, and ſettles this Land upon his Poſte- 
rity by Covenant, yet not tobe poſſeſſed by them 
till the fourth Generation: ſo in Gen. 15. latter 
end, Whether this Covenant was the ſame with 
that after eſtabliſhed (as ſome think) I ſhall not 
determine: But about fifteen Years after this, 
when 4braham was ninety and nine Yearsold, the 
Lord appears to him again, and both conſtitutes 
him the Father of the Faithful, and thereupon 
changes his Name from Abram to Abraham, and 
now as the Father of the Faithful, as well as ofa 
natural Seed, eſtabliſheth the Covenant of Grace 
with him and his Seed in their Generations, and 
ordains an outward Token,which he and his Seed 
were to keep in their Generations. And'then 
Jaftly, about fax and twenty Years after this, the 
Lord appears to Abraham again, and-as before he 
had confirmed this Covenant in Chriſt more im- 
plicitely, ſo now more expreſly, In. thy Seed 
(meaning principally Jefus.Chriſt ) {ball all the F a- 
waedees of the Eanth be bleſſed, Gen. 22. 18. And 
this was the laſi time that we read of, that God 
dealt with Abraham in a way of federal TravſaGti- 
ons. This being noted, I return and come to 
the third Propfition. 

Prop. 3- That under that Term | Seed Jin the 
Promiſe, Abraham's natural Seed, (namely thote 
proceeding immediately from. his own. Loins) 
. -were included and primarily intended. This I 
need not infiſt upon, having ſufficiently proved 
it formerly. See Infant Baptiſm from Heaven, 
Book 1. pag. 19.to 32. Neither doth Mr. C. abſo- 
lutely denyit 3 in his 120 pag. faith he, Fe exclude 
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nes ' the immedigte Seed, meaning of Abrgham : 
only hediſſents from me in this (whichalſo ſome 
PedorBoptiſts do 3) he thinks only Iſaac was in- 
tended; but that Iſmect and - Abraham's other 
Children by Ketwrgh were excluded. 

Anſw. But be it ſo, I ſee not how cither the 
Cauſe of Anti pedo Baptiſm is much advantaged, 
nor the Cauſe of P.eds-Baptiſm prejudiced,thereby3 
unleſs it could be proved therefrom that this Coye- 
nant was the old Covenant,and not the Covenant 
of Grace 3 which I ſhall not ſo-mugch as ſuppoſe 
that Mx, C.dehgos : Certainly to any cankdering 


' Man it rather proves the quite contrary. But 


(faith Mg. C.) We make @ Beltever's Intereſt in this 
Covenant, of larger Extent than ever Abraham s was, 
ſeeing (as he ſuppoſes) only Uaac was 8 jaint Canfe- 
derate with Abrabam 3 but we make oll the Seed of 
Belzevers Confederate with abrir Parents. Thus p.131, 

To which I anſwer : Snppoling it ſhould be 
granted, (which yet 1 am4arfzam doing 5) that 
only Iſazc was tmacluded with Abrabaw in this 
Covenanf, that would not-at all weaken the claim 
we ground upon the Extent of this Covenant, to 
the Covenant-Interelt of all the Seed.af Believers : 
and the Reaſon 4s obvious, wiz. Becauſe the Pro- 
miſe xuns in indefipite Terms, which are <quivo- 
lent to univerſal > 1 will he a God to thee and thy 
Seed in their Generations. Now ſuppofing wwe are 
to undevfiand that Phrafe, in their Generations, as 


+ extending .the Covenant to, and taking in the” 


natural Seed of Abrabam's Seed, wiz. Believers 3 
(as I have.clewhere proved that we are:to do,and 
of which more immediately.) :Hence tho God, 
who knew his own Etcrnal Dccrces, ſhould have 
| | | for 
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for ſome (ſpecial Reaſons, by expreſs Revelation 
excluded all Abraham's immediate Children, ex- 
cepting Iſaac, from an Intereſt in the Promiſes; 
and done the like alſo in reſpeQ of Iſaac's Chil- 
dren 3 yet after when no ſuch excluſion was made 
by any immediate Revelation from God, the 
Promiſe was and is to be underſtood in the full 
Latitude in which it is expreſt, and anſwerably it 
ſo was underſtood in all ſucceeding Generations. 
God may exclude whom he will trom his Promiſes 
by immediate Revelation, but when no- ſuch Re- 
velation is made, we are to-interpret the Pro- 
miſe and Practice thereupon, according to the 
true and proper Sence of the Terms it is expreſſed 
in, But - 

_ _ 2. I abſolutelydeny that God did then exclude 
either Iſmael, or any other of Abraham's imme- 
diate Children; and afhrm on the other hand that 
they were all (one as well as another) included 
and intended in that Term Seed, And this T have 
(as I conceive) undeniably proved in the place 
before referred unto. It is true, Mx. C. hath ſeen 
meet tocall thoſe Arguments Conjequres, To 
which I ſhall only fay, it he ſees meet to engage 
any further in this Controverſy, will he but ſhew 
their invalidity, let them then bear that Denomi- 
nation 3 till then Liball preſume to call _—_ it- 
refragable Arguments. 

But let us ſee, what ground Mr. C. has to fup- 
pole the Promiſes were limited to Tſaac  - and it 
is this : Their Extent (faith he) was reſtrained by 
the expreſs Cantion of God himſelf, referring us to 
Gen. 17. 19, 20, 21, with Gen. 21, 12, 
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\ To this I anſwer, That the one or the other of 
theſe Scriptures, are far from reſtraining the Pro- 
miſes at the firſt making of them to Iſaac alone : 
See Infant Baptiſm from Heaven, Book, 1.p. 37. The 
Lord doth not ſay that he had eſtabliſhed his Co- 
venant only with Iſaac; indeed Tſaat was not then 
born :. nor doth he ſay, that when he promiſed to 
be a God to Abrabam and his Seed, he only in- 
tended Iſaac; but he ſpeaks with reference to the 
Time future : I will eftabliſh my Covenant with bim 
(ſpeaking of Iſaac) for an everlaſting Covenant : So, 
In Ifaac thy Seed ſhall becalled. The plain mean- 
ing is, that this Covenant ſhould be, and we may 
| add, ſhould only be, continued in Tſaac's Line, 
who was made ſubordinately a Father of the Faith- 
ful with Abraham: And as theſe 
Texts will bear this Sence, fo the Vid. Rivet. 
Arguments referred unto, do evi- V?ab. Calo, 
dently prove they muſt be ſo un- #n loc, 
derſiood. And therefore till thoſe 
Arguments are better anſwered, than by an in- 
ſipid Infinuation, that they are but Conjecures 3 
I ſhall ſurceafe any further reply, and conclude, 
that althothe Covenant was continued only in 
Tſaac's Line, yet at the firſt Eſtabliſhment of it; it 
did include all Abraham's natural Seed, immedi- 
ately proceeding from him: And proceed to the 
lat Propoſition, which is this: 

Prop. 4+ That this Covenant,with the Promi- 
ſes of it, conſidered definitely, did extend to,and 
include only Abraham's immediate Seed, The 
meaning of this Propoſition is this, that as this 
Covenant did only conſtitute an actual Covenant- 
Relation between God. and Abraham, G__ 

il 
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Children immediatcly deſcending, from/hini, with 
ſuch others as, were ſo incorpotated into his Faitii- 
ly, as that they. were properly his own,and he trad 
a full Right and Power to diſpoſe of them as his 
own: So the Promiſes of it did only appertaity 1o 
them fo, as that they ſeverally and - pazticulazly 
confidered, - had a preſent actual Right to, arid 
could make fot themfclves a' partiemlar Claitn' to 
the Good promiſed. 

I calily grant, that the Prothifes of this Cove- 
nant had a more general reſpe& to Abraham's na- 
tural Seed in after-Generationsz but fay, it did 
not conſtitute an a&tual Covenant-Relation be+ 
tween God and any of them in particular, beyond 
thoſe immediately deſcended from him, fo as 
they, merely as his Seed, had a preſent actual 
Right to the Good: contafned in the Promitfes of 
It. This | have proved by fix Arguments: See 
Infant Baptiſm plainly preved, pag, 19. tothe 26; 
But Mr. Cox over-Jooking all thoſe Argurnents; 
and thereby leaving his Reader at an uncertainty, 
whether: they are demonitrative or no, harh 
aſſerted the quite contrary 3 fo pag, 117. His 
Words axe: The immediate and remate Seed of 
that Line, to which the Promiſes of the Covenant of 
Circumciſion did belong, were as fully included, and 
intereſted in them as the immediate Seed. Yet whe- 
ther he do diffcr from mc ſo much as his Words 
ſeem to import, to me is utterly uncertain. © His 
Words ſcem plainly to affert, That the Promiſes 
of the Covenant did equally and alike appertain to 
all 4braham's natural Poſterity, defcended in 
the Line of 1ſaac and Facob, and that when adulr, 
as well as. while in their Infancy, as they mo 
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his Seed. imtnediately deſcended from his own 
 Loins: And yet elſewhere he ſcemeth to hold, 
that this Covenant was a conditional Covenant xy 
which if ſo, it is impoſſible the Promiſes of jc 
ſhould appertain to any of Abraham's natural 
Pofterity, beyond their pure Infant-State, mere- 
ly as his Secd. So that how far Mr. C. agrees, 
and how far he differs from me, I cannot poſj- 
tively determine 3 and therefore ſhall only ſay in 
the genera], in caſe he thinks all the mediate and 
remote Seed of Abrabam,and that when grown up, 
as well asduring their Intant-State,where as fully 
included and intereſted in the Promiſes of this 
Covenant, as his immediate Seed were, I ſhall 
_ refer him to the Arguments already offered to 
prove the contrary 3 judging it utterly unnecef(- 
ſary to add any more, till thoſe are ſatisfaQtorily 
anſwered. But if he thinks it was only during 
their Infant-ſtate, that they were as fully inchu- 
ded and intereſted in the Promiſes as Iſaac was, 
I would over and above thoſe Arguments, deſire 
him ſeriouſly to conſider, to what end or purpoſe 
that Covenant, ſuppoſe it were ( as he fancies it 
was ). the Old Covenant, ſhould be extended, fo 
as to include all, yea, or any of Abraham's re- 
mote Pofterity. Alas! What was the Good or 
Benefit they enjoyed thereby ? eſpecially ſuch as 
died in their Infancy, or were born in any For- 
reign Land. TIjudg he will not be able 6 afſign 
any ſuch Good or Benefit, as that himſelt will 
think God would lay in all his Divine Pertetions 
as Pledges, that the Promiſes of it ſhould not 
fail on his part. Bur however, let us (ee what he 
hath faid in Confirmation of this his Afſertion : 
And thus, I, He 
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r. He thinks the Truth of it (ufficiently ap» 
pears in the expreſs Terms of the Promiſes 3 fo 
in the Page laſt cited. Yea, he thinks, and is 
|bold ro fay, that in ſpecial this Phraſe, 'Thy Seed 
in their Generations, will admit no other Senſe, 
To which I ſhall ſay, He knows there is- another 
Senſe given of that Phraſe, which he hath not 
made any Attempt to diſprove, nor {hew why it 
may not be admitted,as well as this himfelt gives; 
yea, he knows that it is by ſeveral Arguments 
proved, that it cannot poſſibly admit of the Senſe 
now given of it by him. And therefore, tnſtead 
of any other Anſwerto this, Ithall only ſay; That 
ſuch Confidence without any Ground ( as far 
as yet appears ) to me is unaccountable. But, 

2; 'He attempts to prove his Afſertion by 
this Reaſon, viz. Becauſe the immediate Seed of 
thoſe Ifraclites that feY in the Wildernels, under 
the Difpleaſure of God; were made to tnherit the 
Land of Canaan, by virtue of this Covenant with 
Abraham, who otherwiſe could never have en- 
joyed it by virtue of the Stedfafineſs of their im- 
mediate Parents in the Covenant, To which I 
fay three things : 

1: Should I deny that there were any ſuch 
Infants; whoſe Parents, at leatt both of them, fell 
in the Wilderneſs, who were made to 1nherit the 
Land'of Canaan: He would, I judg, hnd ic a 
hard Task, to prove that there -were any fuch, 
and then this Reaſon immediately falls to the 
Ground. 

2. Suppoſe there were any ſuch Infants as he 
fpeaks of; yet it's unimaginable that they ſhould 


be left to the wide World, and ſhould not be ta- 
ken 
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taken up, and incorporated into ſome other Fa- 
mily, But, 


+ 1413. , Suppoſe we ſhould grant they were not in- 
.corporared into any other - Family, but were car- 


ried into Canaan by. ſome body, whoſe Children 
either as deſcended from, or adopted by them, 
they could not be accounted to be, yet they 


* might have a Right to the Land of Canaan 


by virtue of their own immediate Parents In- 


-tereſts, though not Stedfatinels in the Cove- 


nante. 

I ſuppoſe Mr. Cox will not imagin that all that 
fell in the Wilderneſs under the Diſpleaſure of 
God, did forfeit rheir Covenant-liate. So that 
it muſt be faid, that this is a very feeble, yea, 
reaſonleſs Reaſon, to prove, that Abraham's 'Co- 
venant did extend to, and include his remote as 
well as his immediate Sced, 

3, Mr. Cox, hath one Reaſon more, viz. 
Becauſe when the Iſraelites fcll into groſs 
Idolatry, yet God claims an Intereſt in their Chil- 
dren which he ſuppoſes muſt needs be by vir- 


-tue of this Covenant made with Abrahams bc- 


cauſe he thinks it will not be denied, but grofs 
Idolatry was a manifeſt Breach of the Covenant 3 


-fo pag, 118, To which I anſwer, That tho ir 


be not denied that groſs Idolatry is a manifeſt 


- Breach of the Covenant, yet all groſs Idolatry 


doth not immediately diſſolve the Covenant- 


Relation, between God and his People. Adul- 


tery and Murder areas manitelt Breaches of the 
Covenant as Idolatry, and yet David's Sins of 


'that nature, did not diſſolve the Covenant-Rela- 
tion betwen God and him. God always doth, 
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but in thoſe times more eſpecially, did bear with 
his People for a while in their Sins, tho very 
groſs, uling the means to bring them to Repen- 
tance3 and that was the Caſe of the People of 
Tſrael at the time referred unto by Mr, Cox. God 
was then dealing with them by his Prophets to 
bring, them to Repentance, and deligned to try 
another Means, viz. by delivering them into the 
hands of the Babyloniansz which did cffeQually 
reduce them from that Sinz ſo that notwith- 
landing their Idolatry, God did yet own them 
for his Covenant-Peoplez and an{werably might 
and did claim an Intereſt in their Children, not 
by virtue of their Relation to Abraham, but as the 
Children of the Covenant, tho greatly degene- 
rate Parents. But now after, when through Un- 
belicf, their Covenant-Relation was diflolved, 
God cati off both Parents and Children. 

As for what is added out of the Apochrypha 
in Confirmation of this Reaſon, its Inſignitican-» 
cy excuſes from auy Conſideration of it. 

He needed not to have ſhewn us the 
Senſe of the Jews, concerning the Covenant- 
Intereſt of Parents or Children, out of the Apo- 
chrypha, the Holy Scriptures tully declare and 
confute their groſs Miſtakes about it. But the 
Frivolouſnc(s of our Author's Reatons being de- 
tected, I ſha!l at lealt ( till the Invalidity of the 
Arguments I have urged be ſhown, which I ex» 
pet ad Grecas Calendas ) conclude, that what- 
ever the Senſe of the Jews, or any others that 
eſpouſe their Dctence, was or is 3 yet indeed that 
Covenant eltabliſhed with Abraham and his Seed 
in their Generations, | did (as the Pomiſes of it 

are 
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are to be underſtood definitely ) only reach to; 
and include Abraham's immediate Seed 3 and 
ſhall add, that in the ſameLatitude,and with the 
fome Limitations, it hath always been, and fiill 
is, continued to his Spiritual Sced 3 *tis entered 
with them, and their Natural Seed immediately 
proceeding from their own Loins; yet not as tho 
they were coordinate Parents of the Faithful with 
Abrabam, but as Abraham's Secd have Abrabam's 
Bleffing come upon them through Jeſus Chriſt. 
I have only one more Paragraph in Mr. Cox's 
Diſcourſe to reflet upon,and that is in his pag.85. 
where he deduces this Corollary from what he 
faid concerning that Tranſaction of God with 
Abraham, recorded, Gen.12.2,3, wherein he fan- 
| cies the Covenant of Grace was entered with him. 
Now tho having before proved, that no Co- 
venant, and conſequently not the Covenant of 
Grace, was then centred with him, his Corolla- 
ries can be look'd upon but as meer Impertinen- 
ciesz yet becauſe what I have elſewhere affirmed 
is concerned in what he there faith, I (hall 
briefly refle& upon that Paragraph 3 And he thus 
expreſſes himſelf, That the proper . Heirs of this 
Bleſſing of Abraham, have a Right not only in ſome, . 
but in all the Promiſes of the New-Covenant z and 
that not in a limited Senſe, and as ſuſpended on un- 
certain Conditions, but in a full Senſe, &c. Now 


Bn, to this I ſhall only ſay, that as the Inference is 


impertinent, ſo the things inferred {ſeem to be 
very unſound, and of a dangerous Confcquence 
to the Souls of Men. 1 fay they ſeem to be 
fo, becauſe I know not how he will — 
thoſe two Expreſſions 3 A Right 1n all the Pro- 
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miſes of the New Covenant, and ſuſpended on uns 
certain Conditions, And therefore {hall only 
defire Mr. Cox to ,rcview, ard ſeriouſly confi- 
der. whether what he here fiys be: conſiſtent 
With Truth, or with what himſelt hath elſe- 
where athrmed, in particular, in his 5th 3 fo 142, 
142,144 Pages3 and ſhall go on. And Mr. C 

having added ſomewhat in Contirmation of this 
Ioference, he adds the Limitation therefore of a 
New Covenant-Intercſt, to the Grant of an cx- 
ternal and temporary Priviledg, only I conceive 
jt to be utterly inconfiltent with the Promiſes of 


the Covenant it ſelf; citing, Iſa. 54.13. and _ 


29.21, Jer. 31. 33, 34» Ezek, 36. 26, 27, with 
H-b.$8. In this Mr. Coax and I differ, rot as to 
the thing it ſelf z tho I conceive ſuch a Limita- 
tion of a New-Coy:nant-Interelt, as he ſpeaks 
of, 15 no way inconfiltent with thoſe Promales, 
But to come to that wherein I am peculiarly 


concerned 3 and thus he adds, Neither will theſe 


Texts admit of another Notion of late infijted on, for 
the Commendaton of Pedo-Baptiſm, HRere TI ſup- 
poſe Mr. Cox hath a dircct reſpect unto me and 
therefore it's neceſſary that I ſhould briefly take 
notice of what he hath ſaid. And this I would in 
paſſage remark how far Mr. C. will extend that 
Rpretion { of late] I know not 3 but if he 
thinks this 15 a new Notion ſtarted by me, it 
argues him to be but little acquainted with this 
{ ontroverſy. But for the Notion it- ſelf, and 
that is, That the Infant-Secd of- Believers have 
all of thcm a certain and definite Intereſt in the 
Covenant of Grace, by virtue of which, they are 
compleatly juſtihed betoxe God from the Gui'r 
of 
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of Original Sin, both Origans & Originatum 
and yet not having their Natures renewed, they 


-may after fa]l away. This Mr. Cox thinks in- 


conſiftent with thoſe Texts before mentioned 3 
but whether it be ſo or no, I (hall refer him, with 
all others,to what I have written once and again, 
to ſhew its conliſtency with them. Only let it be 
obſerved, that I ſay not they are compleatly juſti- 
hed before God, only I fay they are diſcharged 
or freed from the Guilt of Original Sin, and that 
as the neceſlary reſult of the change of their States. 
See Infant- Baptiſm from Heaven, . p. 46. to 63. ' So 
again, p. 208, to 213. See allo my Eſſay, p. 89, 
and ſo on. And having ſpoken ſo much to this 
already, I ſhall add no more at preſent. 

2, Mr. C. thinks this Notion is inconſiſtent 
with the. Analogy of Faith. So pag. 86. To 
which I would ſay, That Men wedded to an Opi- 
nion, are apt to conceit that inconlittent with the 
Analogy of Faith, which only oppoſcs their own 
private Opinion, poſſibly by them (tiled Faith; 
and fo is. only inconfifient with the Analogy ot 
their Faith. Sure Mr, C. cannot but know that 
many great Divines, who ſufficiently underſtood 
the Faith of the Goſpe!), judg this Notion is no 
way inconſilient with that Faith. But, 

2, 1] would ratherſay, The great Queſiton is. 
Whether the Covenant cf Grace doindeed extend 
to, and include the Infants of believing Parents : 
And that it doth, as | conceive, I may fay is fully 
and (as to all unbyaſſed and unprejudiced Perſons ; 


« ſatisfactorily proved : That that Covenant, Gey, 


17. isthe Covenant of Grace, I judg,is,it not be- 
fore, yet now convincingly demonlirated. Now 
4 Mr. 


+ 50 The Conentnt of Circumciſion, 
* Mr, C. grants that Iſaac was includgd in this Co- 


venant 3 and I ſuppoſe he will grant he was fo, 
meerly of Abraham's natural Seed. . 

Hence it will undeniably follow, that the na- 
tural Seed of Believers, ang that as ſuch, may 
have, and have had an Intereſt in the Covenant 
of Grace 3 and then ſome Good muſt be afſigned 
them, by virtue of that their Intereſt therein. 


HenceI would defire one of theſe two Things 
of Mr. C. 

I, That in caſc he perſiſt in his Opinion, and 
denies 'this to be the Covenant of Grace, and 
thereupon denies Infants to have any Intereſt in ' 
that Covenant, that then in cafe he ſend forth a» 
nother Impreſſion of his Book, or think meet "to 
engage any further in this Controverſy, he will . 
not fail to give us aclear and ingenuous account of 
his Judgment, relating to the future State of In- 
fants dying in their Infancy, eſpecially the Infants 
of Belicversz and in caſe he judg any of them to 
find Mercy at the Hands of God, how they come 
{o to do. 

2, That in caſe he acknowledgeth this Cove- 
nant to be the Covenant of Grace, that then he 
will give us his. Thoughts about the Good and 
Benefit that the Infant Seed of Believers have by 
their Covenant-Intereſiz as in caſe this be the Co- 
venant of Grace, a Covenant-Intereſt ſome ſuch 
muſt necefſarily have. 

And this I ſhall fay, if he can aſſign them any 
confiderable Benefit in a way more conſiſtent with 
the Analogy of Faith than I havedone 3 I am not 
(o fond of this Notion, but I can rclinquith it ; -o 
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he cannot, then his utere mecum. But let us We 
ſee, what he hath ſaid to-prove the inconfiftency 
> of this Notion with the Analogy of Faith. And 
' thus he proceeds: having ſuppoſed that it muſt be 
granted, as it readily ſhall, That either the ſtain of 
Original Sin in theſe Infants is purged when their 
Guilt is pardoned, or it is not, The former he 
knows 1 aftirm not, and therefore he proceeds to 
the latter, and faith, If be ſaith their Guilt is par- 
doned, but their Natures not renewed, nor the power of 
Original Concupiſcence deſtroyed, ſo as Sin ſhall not 
| Dominion over them? To which I anſwer, 
Mr. C. knows well enough what I have ſaid. I 
1 ſay, they are diſcharged from the Guilt and con- 
demning Power of Original Sin, but have not 
their Natures at preſent renewed. But then, faith 
he, it will be replyed, That then notwithſtanding 
their ſuppoſed. Pardon, = remain an unclean Thing, 
aud ſo uncapable of Admiſſion into the Kingdom of 
Glory: Which is readily granted. And I {uppoſe, 
Mr. C. will not deny, but that Believers have fo 
much of Original Corruption inherent in them,as 
to render them,as ſodepraved and corrupted,unca- 
pable of Admiſſion into the Kingdom,of Glory. 
And why may not God purge Intants from the 
whole Maſs of Original Polution at their very re- 
ception into Glory, as well as purge Believers of 
the remainders of that Pollution in themat theirs? 
But he proceeds : But the Truth is, none are at any 
time juſtified before God, but ſuch as Chriſt hath loved 
and waſh'd from their Sins in bis own Blood, and none 
are waſhed by bim, but thoſe that are in him as the ſe- 
cond Adam: Which is again granted. But then, 
ſaith he, None can have Union with him but 'y - 
indwel- 
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indwelling of bis Spirit. This I deny, and defire to 
ſee it proved. There is a Political, as well as a 
Phyſical Union with Chriftt. The former is made 
by the Covenant : The latter by the indwelling 
of the Spirit, See my Eſſay, pag. 65, 66. - Till 
what is there ſaid be ſubltantially confuted, and 
the contrary proved, viz. That none have any Union. 
with Chriſt, but thoſe who have the Spirit dwelling in 
them: 1 ſhall conclude, that the Benefits afore 
mentioned are aſſignable to the Infant-Seed of 
Believers, in a full conſiſtency with the Analogy 
of rhe Faith of the Goſpel. As to what Mr. Cox 
adds, I ſhall deſire that he will explain, what he 
meaneth by the Spirit of God's applying the Blood 
of Chrilt for the remiſſion of Sin, and prove what 
he there affirms, and I hope he will find me no 
way tenacious of Deceit, But having diſpatched 
what I mainly intended, and Mr. C. proceeding in 
his two laſt Chapters upon a Suppolition, that 
the Covenant under debate is the old Covenant, 
and that it did run in the extent pleaded for by 
him,the ground!eſneſs of both which Suppoſitions 
being very apparent, they need no further Con- 
{ideration. 
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